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99. and A ag em every Week of Advent : 3 5 3 3 
at 2 ſolemn Antiphons, h 3 
2 n ſeven D. before 1 5 ys | 


are ſung 
Chriſima. 
ain Io is Chrifimas-Eve, and | 

on the Goſpels for Chriftmas-Day. „„ 
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-DVENT is that Time which the 
Church has fet apart by Way of Pre- 
- patation for the Nativity of Chrift, 
and wherein ſhe exhorts her Children to di iſpoſe 
themſelves ' by more than ordinary Acts — 
Piety and Devotion to commemorate that great 
Bleſſing. It begins on the Sunday which is 
8 aft of St. Audreio, whether 
before or after, and continues till Chriftmas. 
The. Sundays "Itch "are Wichita this pave 
Time are called"the' Sundays of Advent. As 
po Church would baye us, during this Time, 
epare outſelves worthily to celebrate the Birth 
- bf "7 Chri/?, it is plain her Intention 
is, | 


hat we ſhould, in a more than ufual Re- 
ent from Pleafures and Diverſt tons, apply 
curſive re Reading and Conſiderati- 
on f 6— 1 Truths of Religion, 


8 09 
and 


eee 


J ey be, 
1 . diſpaſe. our. ves. to. Jha 1.7005 4 1 a 
hriſt in his Nativity. Wea are to nber yh 


2 


— 


___  riuſly our many Miſeries, Gar 155 = Weak- 


_ neſſts, and gur manifold Sir Träntgrefe 
ſions, from. whence. we may ee 80 ack no- 
ledge the great Want we are in of Feſus 2 
to be a Saviour to us. The ſerious and dex” out 
Chriſtian will hereby find himſelf flirred 1 up to 
long and ſigh for Jeſus Chriſt, as the Holy Pa- 
ttriarchs and Prophets did, and to ſay with holy 
1 Facob : T- will expect thy Salvation, 0 Tg 'S 
Beni vi. 49. and with the Prophets 2 aias and 
ü Aggai, May the Defired of all Nations come ! 
Send, O Lord, the Lamb, the Lord of all. tbe | 
Earth, that eier ty may no longer prevail. 
Iſaias vi. 16. Aggai vi. 1. Theſe are the 
pious Sentiments the Church deſires to. inſpir 
ber Children with at this holy. Time, and £ 
; join with her in her earnelt 1 85 85 for t 55 
3 Coming of Jeſus Chr. , and. WI hich the dai, 
repeats in her, dy 2 75 . . Rerate Cali 4 


ſuper Der down above, 
may the, Clouds. 5 72 d Holy One !, Ma 18 5 
tbe Earth be opened an [es farth the Saviour! | ä 


Theſe oy 2 Mes us Deans the 9278 | 
ampl and WI vout nergy expre es in 
the 4 — O's. or ſolemn Antiphons which are 
unge or ſaid entirely before and after the Magni f 


at Veſp r EY: 
been, ve. axe Cale the great 5 
becaufe che) hein Miib tbat Letter, 


ſeven:i in Numb r, and repreſcnt likewiſe the 175 : 5 * 


8. venfold Graces the Holy N Which 
8 26 Þ won- 


5 : 2 
1 2 5 a - 


1. P. R E F AC E. * . MY 
wonderfully appear in our Saviour's coming in 2 
the Fleſh" to free us from the maniſold Mi ſeries 
Mankind laboured under, whereby we ſtood in 
Need of a Doctor or Preacher to inform ourig- 
norance, of a Redeemer to ſave us, elauerer 


to free us from the Slavery of the Devilao 
Guide totes us in the Paths of Righteouſnęſs; 


A Light to illuminate our ſpiritual Darkness: . 


Saviaur to conduct from this Place f BA- 


: ; niſhment, into their heavenly 3 not on- 


ly the Gentiles as mentioned in the ſixth Anti- 
phon, but alſo. the Jes, as in the ſeventh. 
Hence in the firſt Antiphon Christ is ſtiled is. 
dom, becauſe be came in the Spirit of Dix/tne 
Wiſdom. In the ſecond he is called Adonai, the 
Name which God fhewed to Mo ſes, when he 
gave the Law, and is here fitly applied to 
_ Chriſt, who came to redeem us in the 8 it of I 
"Under/tanding.. In the third Antiphon 55 "Y 


| called the Root 9, of Fefſe, a Sign — the People, | 
i. 4. in the Sign 205 the Croſs, and as coming, 


"to Teliyer 1 us "ks Spirit of Counſel. In the 
Tourch he is named the Key of David who 
_ opens Heaven, and ſhuts the Gates of Hell in 
the Spirit of Fortitude. In the fifth he is. ſaid 
to he the Orient, or Day ſpringing from on High 
"who: illuminates us with the Spirit of Nut- 
Kade, In the ſixth Antiphon he is ſtiled King 
An he Gentiles 35 Corner 4 h "Savers 


ling Fr, of 15 


EET 7 N * 
A 5 


"A 2 © 5 © Theſe 


—11 * 


ws Mrs EFA OE. 


* 


Thee Ahtiphons are alſo" very, 
the- | Deſires of a devout goul 
Feed from' Sin and the Miſeries of of this Life, 
and are a very proper Entertainment for thoſe: 
pics Chriſtians who deiire to regulate: their 
private Devotions by the Spirit of the Church, 
and afford excellent Matter for their devout 
Meditations during this holy Seaſon, which was 
anciently: eſteemed and called the Lent bef re 
Chriftmes, as that from Abb-Mudluueſday the 
Lent before Zafter ; and as: this is of Apoſtoli- 
cal Inſtitution, fo the Obſervance of Advent is 
of curly Date in the Church, and was obſerved. 
as a Time peculiarly dedicated:to the: Exervifes 
of Fiety and Devotion, and wherein the Faith- 
tu] were accuſtomed to join Faſting to their 
Prayers, as appears by the Canons of ſeveral 
ancient Councils, particularly the ſecond Coun- 
eil of Powrs, in the Year $674 £ the firſt Council | 
of Ma pen in France 581. St. Gregory of ' Tours 
fpe ing of the Faſts which were obferved in 
his Church according to the Regulation of 
Saint Per pet uss Archbiſhop of Tours; ſays they 
faſted three Times in the Week from the Feaſt 
of St. Martin till Chriumas; and the above- 
named Council of Ma en, Can. 9. orders all 
the Faithful to faſt ches Times from the Feaſt 
of St. Nurtin till the Nativity, and that Maſs | 
mould be celebrated as in Lent, by which it 
Kems that in ſome Places Advent began from 
the Feuſt e St. Martin, in other Naces from 
the Regianing o Diemen, vrhich is now-the 
5 N Cuſtom, 1 "OE havin g fixed = 
25 


neee 


hing to be | 


. 23. PRE FA TY vii, 


Beginning. of g dient at the, Sunday nexroſt;to. = - | 
art. See Ka 2 5 ara 15 1 


the F ealt ſt of 1 
the Ld Father. Thoma 

Feaſts of the Church, Lal In Cad; — 118 167 
n F 1 tly.aps, 
pears, that the. Obſervance of Advent 18 of. 
long Standing; and; that it was in the primitive. 
Times. obſerved, like Lent, with frequent Faſt- 
ing and pious Exerciſes. And tho' the Qbſer- 


245 ; 


vance of it as a Faſt, was never made a general 


and univerſal Obligation, as Lent is, yet it is 
evident from the Nature its Inſtitution, that, 
it is deſigned as a Time for Chriſtians to pre- 
pare themſelves for celebrating the great Feſti- 


val of Chri/tmas, and ought as ſuch: do be ob-, 


ſerved according to the Spirit and Intention of 
the Church. During this holy Seaſon, all ex- 
traordinary Diverſions, Balls, Comedies, Feaſt- 
ing, and Pleaſures, ought to be laid aſide as 
oppoſite to that Spirit of r Morti- 
fication, and ſelf-denial taught by the Goſpel; 
and e the Chur 
at this Time. e 

A good Chriſtiang) ſenfible hebe Merey of 
God! in the Redemptian o Mankind, and of 


the great Blefling of Chrif?'s Nativity, will ſpend 


this holy 3 in Retirement, Prayer, h 
Reading, Hearing the Word of God, and 
frequent the Offices of the. Church, that 


ſo he may ——— himſelf to ſhare in ſt 5 


Bleſſings of the approaching Solemnity. 
i and aſſiſt, in ſome Meaſure, ſuch, 228 
| of the * moral RefiBions 2 


5 nenn, | 


2 


: — — $2.54 han (Bpcts. 4 
r 
0 


—— * 


* IN 
PPP 

* - 4 * 

ok : L 


— 


** 


r — 7 * 
e ] ü. e een A. oo fn, > 


* 


— 


* 


n 


With this View t 


ſincerely ſubmitted to the Judgm 
ſore of the Catholick Church, and of 
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of the Ge are ofifred to our Confidera- 
tion, and may prove a Help''t to our Devotion, 
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Fug 8 N AY of | 
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60 SPEL, Sk. Tre Shi 35 25.7 
| : ee. N D there lb wall be Signs in 2 „ 
1 and in the Moon; and in the, Stats: 
Z $5 and upon the Earth Diſtreſs of Nati- 
N LY Reaſon of the .Confuliet 
SP of the Sea and of, che 
Nen withering away, for Fear, and. 
tion f. what ſhall. come . upon 
World. For the Powers of Heaven d 
moved: l 27. And then they : 
of Man coming in a Cloud. with. 
and Majeſty. | 28. But when, theſe 
LS n to res i paſs, . look up and itt h ; 
ecauſe your Re | 
2 he ſpoke to ther PAY 5 
| the PIG L185; "and all the Trecs: 300. When 
„ . they 


* a >» a” 
E —L—ü—P:H. ĩ⁊ LES 2 


would: bea Miſtake to ima gie, 


ey n. 5 hoot, forth ci ITY „ 70 
TH 7 97 to you, this ona po oa moe. 


pa away, till all Things be . fulfilled... 33. 


eaven and Earth -ſhall 1 * 8 but, mx 


Words ſhall. not. paſs away. ln ar 


[REFLECTIONS | 


33 upon this ſolemn and holy Seaſon 
of Advent, and hearing or or 5 this Parton. 


of Scripture for. the 


our holy Mother pg Church. therein. Ad. 
vent is a Time deſtined for ns. de- 


voutly to prepare themſelves for the. app oach- 


ing Soſemnity of Chriſtmas, or our Bleſſe 


Savicur's Rc ning is the Field. Per this, - 
is now laid before us, and offered to our Con- 


fideration, the awful DE he ip : 
gives of his fecond coming to Ne ae 
that” the ſe⸗ 


cond Appearance of Chriſt in Glor and Ma- 
jeſty has no Relation to 5 firft aut In 


Humilir and Poverty. There is 2 great 


nexion between them; and unleſs” dye thdea- : 


vour to live ſo, as fo-be E Pre ared to meet him 
at his ſecond Comin Judgment, it is ta 
be 


ſtance, | 


we may eaſuy comprehend the Deſig n of 


be apprehended we ys able to cele- 
brate, as We ought, his fllt A; ppearance at his 
| * -To. "conl der that  wond&ful In- 


en Endezvoars 5 op Bans, Honey 2 
us by it, wien if de r enteſt i 
rots of Which, at this Time, wed ; he Ts 
the Subject of our ſerious Thoughts; that, de | 
ing truck with a wholeſome Fear of his fudgs 
monks, pon rs op Her ec 3 
rience the Sweets of his Mercy. Pan's 
of this Kis fecbnd- 0 ing, Soo ths all 


Men alt wither awity wir 
Expectaon. They ſhalt chen Toe” 
| the: — no Son of Man; the Cres of 
4 5 Chriſt carried beforehim,' darting a thouſand” 

N Rays o 71. wien wil fill the Hearts 
= i of ne lu and pions Chriſtians! with' ie fahl 
Joy and Conf#lation, but © will! pierce” 
Wicked with incorveivable Horror and 
fuſioni'” Fhoſe who now deride che | 
Croſs of Chriſt, and are Enemies td iby 5 
not thets be able to ftig 3 Ses 


> 


glovious Inſtrument ef 8 tibn. 4 
F ay! e Fear and 
Dre of ' what they then wif dee ready 8 


fall u on. Tenge, 


The Angel ral Sund e 
 dres ie, 


„ and with: that auf | 


: arte" Word 6 c 
1 rk Fateh 

. | 4 ts . 
| 


* 
N 
r 
4 » 
1 
? 
3 
* 
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4 


Don his: Right-hand, and thefe on His? 


ph from it. The mightieſt Monarch: muſt ſu 


'" lon; Every ive þ uſt appear at this "# 
II 3 e 


DIEN 25 e 5 wi, 2 — 


25a 9 755 Aras the Jak; to plece the 
0 What Tongue can expreſs, or Pen de- 
1 "Teribe, that 5 and —.—— he Wiek- 
ed will then be in, to fee. themſelves placed on 
the Leftchand, a [ſure Sign of that ſad Doom 
they muſt undergo! In vain will - they 
upon the Rocks to fall upon them. « 
Mountains to cover them. There hey 
ſtand and wait the terrible, but juſt Sentence, 
-"which will baniſm them from ihe Preſence 


8 8 1 God for ever, and condemn; them t eter- 


nal Flames in Hell. On the other Hand, 
the Juſt with an inconceivable. Joy will-wait 
on Chriſt's Right-hand; from him te hear that 
0 truly comfortable Sentence, which will be a 

public Approbation of them before the WHO 
World, and invite them to the Poſſeion of 
everline „ NS i ATi a ghtes WA} 
This Taft 5 will be general and uni- 

? Verſal. It will include all Mankind. None 
can, or” will- be able to plead: an Exemption 
mit 
to it, 28 well as the pooreſt Beggar ; the 
great Pier qually with the meaneſt Ser- 
will de no Diſtinction of Per- 


Tribunal, and give 4 Frick: Account of Al} his 
an Alan, We 


FOE e dee bn i 


ſ ged th 
ol that Station he de 


Teſt, but V one il 
- be, judged a arded according to bis 
Works. Thus will. the whole Creation be fi- 
nally diſpoſed, and, in this dane Cass oe 
. World... ; will be. the (OC 
| laſtiand, dreadful Day, the Terror 
Z are no laid before us, that the h 
ttem may haue a proper E ur . 
wy - Sus .and make us careful how., we live. 0 
„ nane, therefore, deceive — OF; Ne T 
OE Singers may now.! | ä 8 
= —_ may N imagine theſe, - * pito > . 
on Fo ie nent, | 
N them; . know cat and 

e. 5 E ani thay they are ill 
” and that when, it. dyes game, 


s 23 


| Fear" for: their eee they: 
Toft, the, 0 and good! Chfi ans, 
fecond Coming to udgment is rightly Ho 
prop6ſed 15-their' ford Reflection 150 . f 
_ fidering the f ble FFappine de Oy | 
of Heaven, which will them be ebifferi#d upon 
| Ah pious ak ood® ChritBarts,” they may be 
Encouraged to go ofr Witt Zen ant Fexvour 
in the” Service of God, and: by à finat Perſe- 
veratice; obtam the Crown of teal Life: 
The ffequent Confiderativry of the ineompa- 
tie Rewards God his piomiſed, and laid 
ah wf& who love and ſerve” kim, Will's 
at” Allbviation- of all tie Crdflts,” Suffer: 
195 aud Diffrulties of this Life: FS con- 
template the” wonderfu? Love and! Goodneſs = 
F God te. Mankind, im fending his beloved | 
Son into che“ World, that the World might 
beſaved by Hitt; 4s it milk fit the" Souls Far 
bee Oban aur off ahl drt, $6" it 
Wit be a powerfel! "Motive to ffir 3 
careſef Endeavor that they may not = 
their own Fault, deprtve th mſeives of t 
cies deſipned them-by theiBlrth'of Chriſt, 
or Nis firſt coming in into the World; ; ant m_— 
thereby the may truly find the 2 Jeſus; 
Sxviout" td them at his" (Ceo! Cee to a 


8 n 
$ © F'Þ 
5 
«4 2 


judge the Wörld. I His“ the Deſign 
r c er tis Bent 


of thc Chittel? by* the Eo 


a proper De of jug _—_ boly Sende 
which may be truly ealled an eee 7 TH 
„ ot " Salvation, 2 Cor. vi. 2. — un. 
5 muſt thoſe- careleſs and nes 3 


5 — be, who, -regardleſs of . great 
;  Injereft, 25 well as of their Duty, think lietle; - 
* or not at all, of theſe ſerious and importame 
Points? Such, alas f will find their dreadfid + - 
of Miſtake, when it may be too late to correct 
it, and by flighting and making an ill Uſe of 
the Niete ef God, r luer 4 8 2 
is OTE 8 — NY - 


Ln” ASPIRATFONS. 


0 great and erin Saviour of the World, 
* ſovereign 15 8 of all Mankind. I "<a 
lieve that thou wilt come at the laſt Day to 
judge every one accordin 74 to their Works. 
O my God ! where ſhall I hide myſelf from 5 
the Face of thy Wrath? I tremble at the 
Sight of my Iniquities: Condemn me nuoet 
when thou comeſt to Judgment. Strike my 
Soul with a wholeſome Fear of thy Judgments, - 
aff may the Terrors of the laſt Day be en 
before my Eyes, and ſerve as a Bridle to re- 
ſtrain me from ſinning againſt thee! Nothing 
can .make me fear at that Time but Sin; 
_ ſhall I wilfully commit it? O rather may ; 
I ſuffer all the Hardſhips and, Miſeries of this 
Life, ws by han thee, God, in- 
cur 


SF $40 45 


16 | | | 
cur #by. Diſpleaſure, and be E 
0 8 Redeemer of d, in thy . 
| = and humble Ar. didſt come in Mercy | 
to ſave the World! Grant that, I, may find 
Mercy at thy Hands, when thou comeſt to | 
judge the World. Now thou doſt graci | 
offer Mercy, to every ong. 1 deſire, © | | 
God! I defire to ſhare in it; And thy 
aſſiſting me, it ſhall be my Cg 7 | 
nyſelf for, that great and ſolemn Day: W 5 
will endeavour to have my Accounts ready, f 


Now I will judge and condemn ' myſelf Here Te, 13 
_ T Tay not be condemned at © Tribun: | 
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2 N. Be Mall be Shia in the FEY amd in 
the Moon, and in the Stars; and upe 
the Farth., Diſtreſs of Nations, by Reaſon 
: the. Confuſion of the Roaring of the Sea and 
ade n 12 26. Men withering away for 
Fear, and ation of: what ſhall.come. up- 4 
| on the whole e Won. For the Powers of | 
' . Heaven ſhall be moved. 27. And then they ' * 
ſhall ſee the Son of Man coming in a Cloud 
with great Power and * Majeſty.” 28. But 
when theſe Things begin to come to paſs, lob 
up and lift up your Heads: Becauſe your Re- 
demption is at Hand. 29. And he ſpoke to 
them a Similitude: See the Fig-Tree and all 
the Trees. 30. When they now ſhoot forth 
_ Fruits, you know that Summer is nigh. 
31. 8o you alſo when you ſhall: ſee theſe 
F hings come to paſs, know that the Kingdom 
of God is at Hand. 32. Amen, I __ unto .. 
you, this Generation thall not paſs away till 
all Things be fulfilled. . 33. Heaven and Earth ; 
ſhall paſs 12 7 ous 1 Words 8 not e I 
away. 3 
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As the Goſpel of the foregoing Sunday is 
read in the Chureh every Dig the Week? ſo: 
the ſame Goſpel will afford us ſufficient Mat- 
ter ſor our pious. Reflections this Day. We 
may profitably entertain our Thoughts on the 
ſame ſerious and intereſting Subjpet, Criss 
ſeeond Coming or his Appearance at the laſt 
Day. The particular Cireumſtances of which 
Juſtly deſerve our moſt ſerious Attention. Let 
us therefore conſider that eſus Chriſt, the Son = 
vercign. Judge of all, being ſeated- on his 
Fhrone of Majeſty; and all Nations of the 
Earth being gathered before him, he will begin 
the Examination of that great Day, and all 
Ezumination be, as no Circumſtanees will be 
omitted, or- paſſed over. How widely different 
will our Actions then appear to what thev no-. 
do Then all our fecret Deſigns will be brouglit 
to Light. nor even our private Thoughts 
eſcape. Then all the dark Plots and Machina- 
be made publick, and. what they now ſo in- 
duſtriouſty ſeek to keep private, be known to 
every one. + Fhen all thoſe flagitious Crimes, 
which: here go unpuniſhed for Want of being 
known, or ſufficiently proved, will be openly 
detected, to the eternal Shame and Confuſion 
of thoſe who committed them. How will the 
285 haughty 


hau 0 Pride and Aan of eas ones 
of this World then be humkled! How will the 
imperious cruel Tyrant ſhake then with Fear 
How will all eee and Deriders of God 
and Religion quake with Dread and Appre- 
henſion ] It will ber truly a terrible Thing for 
Sumers thus to falbi into che Hands ol: 2 
ing of God. 
"Thea. kkemiſe, all the: ae * it th 
just, all their private A, their ſecret Mor- 
tifications- and Self- denials knoven at preſent 
only to God, will be openly publiſhed to their 
Honour and Glory; and the Confuſion of theſe 
veho here Gena and derided them. Then 
the patience of the Righteous, and their hum- 
ble Sufferings with Reſignation to the Will of 
God, will be abundantly recompenſed. At 
* this juſt Tribunal, where every one will be 
duly rewarded, the Poor, the Miſerable and 
Afflicted, theſe who were ſo: in this World, 
will then find their Poverty, Miſery and AMie+ 
tion to have been the happy Means by which 
the gracious: and loving Providence of God 
diſpoſed and fitted them ſor that Happineſs 
and Bliſs to which they will then be invite; - 
Happy Croſſes which bring us to -a Crown! | 
Happy Poverty, which ſecures. to us eternal 
RNiches ] Happy Afflictions which conduct us 
to everlaſting — and Joy! Take Cou - 
rage, all ye Poor, who here mourn en. 
Want and Indigene] you, whofe Liues are 
paſſcd over here in Toil and hard Labour, cons. 
temned, and * oppreſſed e 
e | 2 
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vent. 


pin re. Fed iet of Ad 
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ſelves: withiithe. Hopes. of terminating 21, your 
Labour. by . never-ending. eft in the glorious 
Kingdom of Heaven, which will be moſt 
affuredly heftowed upon you if you are not 


Wanting to yourſelves. By Patience aud Sub- 
miſſion to the Will: of God, all your Labours | 


and, Hardſhips may be fanctified. By praGii- 
cal Piety, and ſerving God, * i will render 
your Salvation ſaſe and ſecure. 41 

The great Examination bein nar.” N24 
will the Sovereign and upright * proceed 
to paſs a final irrevocable Sentence upon every 
one: On thoſe who ſtand on his Right, and 
and on thoſe who are placed on his TR Hand. 
"To the former he will turn with a ſweet. and 
| gracious. Countenance, and ſay to them: .Come 
ye Bleſſed of my Father, receive the Kingdom 


Ka. fer yon from the Foundation of. the 


Mord. St. Matt. xxv. 34. O the Joys their 
Souls ſhall feel when thoſe gracious Words are 


ſpoken to them! Joys, which the Heart of : 


Man cannot conceive | Joys which the Tongues 


of Angels cannot. expreſs | Come. ye. Bleſed. 


Happy Call, which thus invites them to ever- 
laſting Bliſs ! Come from all the Miſeries and 
Cares you have laboured under in the World, 

chat Valley of Tears; come to a Place or 


; everlaſting Toy and Refreſhment. : But, at the | 
ſame.. Time, foro what dejected Looks and ; 


trembling Hearts . hall the Wicked wait for 
their. e dreadful Sentence! O! what will 


they do, When the Judge, with a Voice. and 


Coun- 


* 


| Pteud- and Rich Comfort your- 


| an and inſtructive Emphaſis deſeribed by the 
it hall be troubled with” terrible Fear, and bat 


 Wetiiefday 6h FER ak wn = 
Countetance ee tefrible chan Tharkfet - 7 
ſhall thus condemn them to everlaſtinig We. I 
Depart} vum me you Curſed mito: everlaſting Fire, 
whith was prepared * the Devil and bis gel 
St. Matt. XXV. 41. What Horror 1: "What 
Anguilth® and ' Amazement will then fill and 
See them, when. they hear this dreads 
ful Sentence pronounced upon them How will 
they vainly accuſe - themſelves, and in Ras 
and Def] $8 curſe their own! Folly--whi 
too late! Here we may obſerve, the 
theſe different Sentences. How Chrift ku 
turns to the Juſt on his Right- hand, and in 


vltes them to Heaven and Happineſs - his 


will be a very great Addition to the Confuſion 
of the Wicked, when they ſhall behold thoſe; 
whom they heretofore ſcorned and contemned, 


now ſo far exalted above them, and invited to 


eternal Happineſs, while themſelves are con- 
8 to the dreadful Flames of Hell fot ever. 
his Confuſion is elegantly, and with wonder 


wiſe. Man: Theſe (that is the Wicked) js 


be amazed at the Suddenneſs. of their unexpelted 
Salvation, ſaying within themſelves, repenting, 


and greaning for Anguiſb of Spirit. Theſe 2 | 


_ they whom berecofore. we had in Derifuj, 


Th a Parable Br . 5 2 2 ; 
cir 


8 : 
| oe th 


og wt fr . 


is 2b, aue e Ligsr Justice hath n. 
Hin unto in, and the Sin ef. "Underflanding 
. hath not 'rifer _—_ us.” We wearied ourſelves in 
the Way "of Luigi „ and have 
walked the 
Lord noe have not Snot, ' What bas Pri E pro- 
fited us or what Advantage has boaſting of our 
Riches brought us? Wild. v. 1. c. From theſe 
Circumſtances of the laſt and general Judgment 
let us learn our Duty, and our Intereſt too, 
that now while we have Time and Means, we 
may prepare ourſelves by the daily Exerciſes of 
a virtuous and pious Life, that we may then 


be happily freed from all this Terror and Con- 


Laion; and nu our 1200 e the. Saints: 
God.” CA | * 15 


A 8 7 1 R A T 10 N 8. 
Dee als 0 ond, Rom: eech Death i in 


fall be moved, * * ſhalt come to 
judge the World by F 1 
f afraid, when the Exatiriation ſhall come, 
E Wrath at that Day, che Daz 
nger, and Calamity and Miſery, that gr 
8 Day, when thou ſhalt eome to 
e the World by Fire. Ex O. Def. 
8 Dom! O God! O meſt juſt 
Father alfo of Mereies! E thou wfft be extream 


nnd riet to mark whit T have done ariiifs; 


1 can Heer ſuſtain it. But 25 thou art no leſs 
_ Merctfulthan uſt; F fem the Bar 85 


that dreadful Day when the Heavens and Earth 


tremble and am 


Judge, a" | 
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Mercy. D 
But ſhewy Merey 
be ſaved, 


Juſtice to the Sea 


t of 7 
reject me, deareſt © Lon q 


to me. Thou deſireſt all Men may 
to be hap 


2 Kingdom. Place me at thy Right hand, 
3 Soul, Fear nt, I am i Solun- 
This is the Deſire of my Heart; which 
— nothing but the Po n of thee my 
God, its only and; laſt End. Nothing can 
hinder this but ces Sins, which provoke” 
y Mercy pardon thoſe 
Sins; ind- fo Pune Soul 2 the ſacred 
Merits of my dear Redeemer, 28. 1 may be 
adget :worthyi of that everlaſting Kingdom 
whietr Hou n * thoſe who love 
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% PEI. 80 Luke 2 2: 
. Wed o any Fatt Sogn roms 10316453 
A D dere ſhall be Signs in the gun and 
in the Moon, and in the Stars: and upon 
the Earth Diſtreſs of Nations, by Reaſon of 
the Confuſion of the Roaring of the Sea;/ and 
of the Waters. 26. Men withering away for 
Fear and Expectation of what ſhall eme upon 
the Whole World. For the Powers of Hra⸗ 
ven ſhall be moved. 27. And then they ſbali 
ſee the Son of Man coming in a Clou witk 
rn Power and Majeſty. 28. But whenthe(e 
Things begin to come to paſs, luok up and 
lift up your Heads: Becauſe your Redemption 
is at Hand. 29. And he ſpoke to them a 

Similitude : See the F ig- Progr all the Trees. 
30. When they now ſhoot forth their Fruits, 
vou know that nee is nigh. 31. 80 you 
alſo when you ſhall ſee theſe Things come to 
paſs, know that the Kingdom of God is at 
Hand. 32. Amen, I ſay unto you, this Ge- 
neration ſhall not paſs away till all Things be 


4 „ 
9 
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fulfilled... 33. Heaven and Earth ſhall. on 


| har ah ea ords Wall not ae away. 
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Friday, in the j 7 27 TI ek, ef. . 


ee EP brerrons 


PM the A ecount of the Fi FM 
Fe I, af 


count every : 
cx ove oe mul tie gin | 
eaſily ſee, and ought ſeriouſly to reflett-on/the 
Importance of duly* preparing ourfelves for it. | 
Tao read, or hear of the Day of Judgment 
the particular Circumſtances of that univerſkl 
Audit, and to think little or [nothin of pre» 
paring ſor it, is todeceive ourfelves in a Matter 
ol che higheſt Coricern, the Conſequences of 
which may be fatal to us. The Neceffity there- 
fore of this Preparation, and in what Manner it 
is to be dane will be a proper Subject for ou 
| Reflections, and an inſtructive Leſſon for us 
_ this Day.  Feſus Chriſt having deſcribed the 
Terrors and and Proceeding of — laſt Day, bids 
us watch for its coming. He bids us look 
well to ourſelves that we may not be ſurprised 
on a ſudden, ner be found unprepared. Watch 
therefore at all Times, ſays he, praying that you 
© may be counted worthy to eſcape all theſe Things - 
that are to come, and to fant before the Son of 
Man, St. Luke xxi. 36. And do excite us to 
greater Diligence he aſſures. us, that he III 
come at an Hour, we think not of. Does not 
* this Aſſertion of our Divine Maſter ſufficienthy 
. demonſtrate "the Neceiſity of pr eparing our- 
_ ye. for his Coming Sos” hs Adrantag ge'or Toſs 


5 iS 
* 


— 


2 \ Ke b Fry no pas of Advent. BLISS 
bh Ptompts zus to Cate about ſuc- 
Feeding i in it: If in Proportion to the greater 


| 3 45 25 55 by, 1 or Seater Damage 


„Bot ſucceeding, we! "ule. greater Care and 
i ENCE, | how' "It igent, hoy ſedulous}/"\and 
| Fious -ought. a ht wiſtians” tothew!thim- 
W a Matter SEN, their*erernal Happi- 
nol or ery, is o . cone red: Are 
are not, duly, pre Pa * 8 he Talleck upon 
Mt Accounts teady, we muff e pect 
be treated as SH 0 YN wicked 'Servaiits. 
I | 485 en deſerves « our ferigus Confide ra- 
«4h 1 41 © to 95 70 us reatily fullow'the 
| n, Jabrur the ware; bat 


Apo 72 Ivige, 4 Breth hren 
_ Sead ors Len mak A lure” our” Calling and 


Halti, 2 Pet. i. 10. Almig] "a> ag! is Wer- 
ei ul and Jo In allowing us Time and Op- 
Poe and as he waits with Patience for 
pi ie þ he expects and deßres we 
Hold Ade make 13601. Uie'of his 


0 = — md, 
# 97 errors Wh the . Par and the ee cf | 


his Juffice. ..... 


Wy theſe Thoug ghee 


£5 Et => + 


ae 1 25 Cs e can 1 wy 155 
niſhment be too. 1 55 for - Ruck wilful olly ? 


No certainly; 3 che Flames of Hell are no 
more 


* 
. 


8 we lie under 


— e — ee F os 2 5 8 — 
kom to dia, We 8 1 | in 5 
Meaturefly. prepared by, a good La, paſt. 


Phe Time of dying. and when on alick Bed at 
the l hint: of Heath, is a very improper Lune 

begin our Preparation: gor. Death. 2 | 
ili tat we olbanld: he ready 4nd ore 


we may enter into; the Marriage Fea 
5 ag 1 dee ald, be, 


_ ourſelves een e e rms. ay 
render to God: gur: Sovereign Low and Maſter: 
Being convinceil oſilthe Neaeſſiey of: this 

| Preparation, let zn Mert ronkder how and in 
. what Manner we are, to tc make it, this is not 
hard or difficult afHerſtand. Tho prepare 
antſeltes a0 wie ought, we muſt dead Victuous 
and: holy Lives, in the / Fear ef God, end in 
e bene of Ko y Commank 
Michaut this in vain we flatter; ourſchees with 
© IRIS winde San of God at bn 


2 4 13 
* * * — * 
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28 Friday — ue Auen ; 
feeond-1 We. de OE lid 25 
Diſciples: -of?. 
god this: ſacred :Charadtet). by iHving :059bes. 
does ithaſe | who: call themſelves%hav Follow 
ens. :Chriſhfays 21 T 5 
my: true: Diſciples, 7 ; the Tings thin oF 
if we; da not keep hi Command * 
ve in the Practice oſ Sing! e id »not»belowy 
to him, and ſhall bei no Cohdition. to a 
before Mm O that Sinners Would Yet 
think df this { they : would them foorr diſer 
the: dangerous: Condition of a ſimful *Work 
Lifez Upon 
dation muſt their Topes of Salvation 2 be 
built, who live according to, andi ard 
than governed und directed by the A the 
Worldy:and-pay no. +6 the: eee 
Maxims of: che of, Chriſt uE 


 Ebeheve, — —— Ss 5 


attthe Hour of Deati to be q ed tb 


befbte God but what. will — — r 


Bere 2 fl us, Af we take n Cate to'prepa 


ourſelvesby.jaholyandivirtuons Life! At is 


therefore no leſs our: Interaſt, chan our Duty, 

to live as becomes Chriſtians ; to avoid Sinz 
and to do good: And by Charity. uneigned, 

ſhewing itlelf in good Works, be ready to meet 
the Bridegroom when he comes; nor will our 
3 or Care be in vain, we ſhall then meet 
am abandant Recompenee, and happily 


Pains. Is not the * of this Oi 
8 | wiſe 


- 


SeferaChritj we. dit: mae 


how! weak and ſcanty a Foufg 


guck 122 en to bel a Reward worth all our 


Oe 


1 


82 

e M. Hong 
Motive to e us zealous au 
an Aff af Ao eat Inportante torus? What 
a Comfort will a well ſpent Life be to us on 
2. Death - bed? Hen ſhall ae [and 
. not 


2 Ib %. ATW Id RE = birt; 


Tat -Burden of the-Day 40 encclu the;gtomilia 
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; 3 inctly ſpeats of of what it at, f . N 
1 0 ſeriouſſy exhorts the eros, 1 enſe. to 45 
2 5 ani learn. ta @. "Good,. Ilalas i. It is in 

is that our Preparation at this Time conſiſts, 
and which St. John the Baptiſt fill more clearly 
0 preſſed home upon bis Auditors. 
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2 That Benefit cat we”expe 0 hot 
om is, on ung, if we are o far 


80 deavauring to root out Sin, that We cnet 


: We in it? It 16 to deceive ourſelves Wit r 
Hopes, to think "we can ever, pre 

5 dude Wes of the Lord, while" we 
In Yin. We may call outſelves Chffflians, and 
. pretend e 0 celebrate the Feſtiyals of 'the' Chilteh 
0 Honour of the great” Myſterfes df Gf Re- 
5 Emption,.. but unlels we add to gur exterrial 
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on Jeyotion, a ee pure, 
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We muſt not only in general reſolve” cc aol 
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ſe N N dez a eee 
ms we follow, and reſolve to lay them aſide. 
we have hitherto lived a negligent and care- | 
Life, with N to the 9 Dutie 
and; Exerciſcs. of a, S un 5 
endeavour. to ſerve God with Zeil a and Fer- 
vour. Thus we are to ceaſe ts do Evil, and =— - 
which we comply with one Part of our Duty: | 


and learn to do Good, Feſus Chrift aſſures us, 
that at his ſecond; Coming he wi e a and 
reward every one according to his 

the laſt Day. we ſhall be called to Account, os 
ſo. much for our Faith, as for our Works. 
Faith is abſolutely neceſſary to Salvation. Vi th- d 
auf Faith it is impoſſible ta pleaſe God. Heb, xi. 
But doing good is alſo neceflary. Faith is dead 
avithout good Works, St. Jac. vi. 2. If wefin- 
cerely deſire to prepare the Wa) of the Lord, : 
and tu reap. the Advantage of his Coming we 
muſt do good, by ee, to aeg up 165 a 
the Sanctity of our Profeſſion, and to conform 
our Actions to the pure and holy Maxims of 
e of. Jeſus "Chriſt. To be humble, 
4 fi hes of juſt in our Deal- 


on 1 . Poor g to 
0 


But we muſt not reſt here, we muſt go further - 


5 12 the ſubud Meer 
N — 0 95 e all 
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poſe ourſelves for bis: Coming in the approach. 
a ener and by which we ſhall find Him 
taihe Jeſus or a Saviour to us. If we are care- 


tul in this, it will indeed be, what at this Kr 5 


we are accuſtomed to wih one another, 

happy Cbriſimas. Happy here, and a e 
Way to be eternally happy hereafter. May 
we thus prepare ourſelves to celebrate the Mer= 


cy of his firſt Coming in the Fleſh, and by 
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that g meet * at his pen r. Comi | 
in Glory. 85 ee 27 eee 
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1 i is | thiza; 0 my Land and my God "bin 


I deſire now to prepare thy Way. It is thus 


I deſire to diſpoſe myſelf to ſhare the Bleſ. 
my God l is what I ſtandein Need ef te pet 
fect cheſe Deſires, and to render them effes 
tual. Thou haſt given me this Deſire it comes 
from thee, I could not have it without thee,” 
O perfect then what thou haſt W 
C Thou 


ſings of thy holy Birch. But thy Grace, O 


1 


1 


Phou comeſt into the World to ſave Sinners. 
Fhou art the true Lamb of God which takeſt 
away the Sins of the, World: Such I believe 
thee, O Jeſus! And as ſuch I adore thee. I 
adore that boundleſs Loye, that Goodneſs 
which. made thee become Man for my Sake. 
What Return can I make to thee, O thou 
Sayiaur and* Redeemer: of my Soul? J will 
love thee with all my Heart and with all my 
Sau 4 ; 'P love thee above all other Frans: and 
al aer Things only in thee and for thee. 1 
il never more wilfully fin and offend thee, | 
I will, now die to Sin, die to the World, and- 
live only to thee, for in thee alone is true Life, 


os in W Bene I 1 can be fen, e 5 WA | 
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N D this is the Teſtimory of Job A 
the Fews ſent from Fort faleni Prieſts. and 
Levites to him, te aſk him, who art thou? 
20. And he confeſſed- and did not deny: And 
he confeffed, E am not the Chriſt. 21. And“ 
they aſked in: What then? Art thou Elius? 
And he ſaid: IL am not. Art thou . Prov: 
phet? And he anſwered: No. 2. They” 
ſard therefore- to him: Who art Why "ide we” 


may give an Anſwer te them that ſent us? 


What fayeſt thou of tbyſelf? 23. He fad: 


Iam the Voice of one erying- in the Wilder 
neſs, | make ſtraigtit the” Way of the Lord; as 


did the Prophet 5 24. And the ey Who 
were ſent were 
they aſked him; and ſaid to him: Why then doſt 


thie Phariſees,” "25, And 


thou baptiſe, if- thou be not Chriſt, nor Elias," 
nor the. Prophet? 26. Jh anſwered” them = 


ſaying: Thaptife thee with Water: but here 
ſtood-9ne-in«the Midft of you whom you Ehn | 
not. 27. The ſame is he. thatſhall come after 


me, It is prefetred before me. The Hatchet 
of. whoſe Shoe Lam not worthy to looſe. 28. 
Theſe Things were done in athama beyond* 
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As the Time of Advent is a Time when we * 
are to. prepare ourſelves. to celebrate the Com. T5 
ing of the holy and humble Jeſus in the Fleſh 

veſted with our human Nature, and making 

his Appearance in great Poverty and Humility, 
deavour to adorn our Souls with thoſe Virtues, 1 
which may render us acceptable! to him ane 
invite him to take up bis Reſidence, by a ſpi- [ 
ritual Birth, in our Hearts, and - particulaihy It 
neceſſary to qualify, us to meet him in the ap- | 
proaching Solemnity. For this End the Church 


* 


in her Goſpel for this Sunday, propoſes to us 
_ the Example of St. John Baptiſt, who. by the 
' wonderful Innocence and Auſterity of his Life, 
and the Fervour of his Preaching, had 1 
the Jeios an Occaſion to think him the Meſ- 
ſias they had ſo long expected, but being aſked 
the Queſtion readily owned that he was not: 
And fliles himſelf no more than a Voice ſent to, 
erer, May of the Lord. By this Anſwer 
he reproved the Pride of the Fetus, and ſigni- 


fied to them that their Meſſias was among 
them, though they knew him not, nor regard- 
ed him on Account of bis humble and mean 
Appearance to them: That to know him, 
and to prepare themſelves to receive him they | 
were to lay aſide their falſe Notions of a Mei- 
ſias appearing in the worldly Pomp and _ 
Ee  MCEUT 


Dird ae of Ade 1 
* Gals; which made them put a wrong Con- 
ſtruction on the Prophecies concerning him, 
who was then come though in great Humility 
and Poverty to eſtabliſh his ip iritual Kingdom, 
and io free them, and all Mankind, from the 
Slavery of Sin and Death. This humble Be- 
haviour and Confeſſion of St. John is alſo in 
inſtructive Leſſon to us, teaching us that how- 
ever others may have a great Opinion” of us, 
and N uw may ſeem to he” raiſed” above 
them by ſuperior Parts and Talents, yet we 
muſt always conceive an humble and low Opi- 
nion of ourfelves, and upon all Occaſions ac- 
knowledge that of ourſelves we are nothing, 
and indebted to God for all we have, and in 
every Thing we do ſeek his Glory, and not 
our own. | Without true” Humility, like the 
proud Jem, we ſhall never come to know 
Chriſt by that practical Knowledge which alone 
will make us acceptable to bin; for without 
| Humility we can never be true Diſciples of 
Chriſt. This Virtue is ſo neceflary, that 
where it is not the Foundation on Which all 
our other Virtues are built, they will come 
to Nothing, ſoon fall and Lent us in the _ 
biſh of our Pride and Vanity, " Humility is the 15 
proper Badge and Mark 97 a true Chriſtian, 
and which Jeſus Chriſt himſelf thus recom- 
mends to us: Learn of. 2 me, for 7 ani meet and 
_ bumble of Heart. St. Mitt.” vi. 1. \*Fhiis 
| Virtue thus neceſſary is alſo: kighty reaſonable, 
and upon ſerious 5nd due Confideration we 
hall find it ſo. What have we to 5 on 


2 


54 . . Third Sunday f Advent. „ 
e. What haue ve to] value purſelyes upon? 
What are we as ta cu Body. pri 9 
therein? Is our Body more, than Duſt and 
_ Aſhes? From Put we: were taken, and into 
Duſt we muſt return again. Cen ii. Are 


we proud ef Beauty, or Strength? How ſoon 
may Sickneſs or Accidents ruin the one, and 
deſtroy the other? Do wg value ourſelwcs p- 
on our fine Parts, natural or,acquired? Can 
wie truly ſay they are our own, or not rather 1 
the Gifts of God, who has beſtowed them up- 1 
on us, not to be as Seeds of Pride and Vanity, |þ# 
but to be improved to his Honour and Glory | 
af nd the Good of others? Are we proud of 7 
our Riches or high Station? Empty Nothings ! 
Fleeting Shadows] Riches. poſſeſſed 'To-day, 
and loit Lo- morrow, ſoon changed_into, Po- 
. verty to which by many unfoxeſeen Accidents 
the richeſt Man may be ſuddenly reduced and 
when he leaſt thinks of it. Honours and. Gran- 
deurs ! Airy Bubbles every Moment liable to 
Mutability and Change] Hre theſe Reaſons 
why we ſhould be proud of ourſelves and 
contemn others? Far from it. If we look 
into our Souls how little to be proud or con- 
ceited of ourſelves! Our many and grievous 
Sins ; our daily Weakneſſes and Imperie<tions, 
our Underſtanding wretohedly bliaded, our 
Wills ſtrangely perverſe, and our Paffions, 
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alas toys Foo prodominant! No Reaſon or 
2 Chriſtian here to he proud, but rather, tdjdee 
ſtrongeſt Motives to humble himſelf in a due 
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add to this the Uncertainty of our future. Con- 


ſiderations we aal find Motives, ſufficient to 
humble us. In the Sight of our many Miſe- 
Ties we ny the Neceſſity we have ofia - 


| Saviour An 


Redeemer, and this Neceſſity may 


ſtir us up ſeriouſly to prepare ourſelves for his 
Coming, and to hearken to the Voice of his 
Miniſter and Precurſor St. John Baptiſt crying: 
Prepare the Way of the Lord, make ſtanighi his 
Paths. Every Vall ſbail be filled up; and 
every Mountain and Hill ſhall be brought low, 


and the trooked Paths ſhall be made ffratght N : 
Pride 


the rough Ways plain. The high Hills of I 

and Ambition mult be levelled, and made even 
and plain by Humility, by which the Way ef 
Salvation will be made ſafe and eaſy. This is 


the Path wherein we may ſecurely walk, and 


wherein the Devil cannot impoſe upon us, nor 
our own corrupt Name ' deceive us. The 


humble Chriſtian is by being ſo, ſecure in what- 
ever Station Providence has placed him. If 


diſtinguiſhed from the Vulgar, and raiſed above 


all others by Title or a large Fortune, know- 


ing. that the Difference between him and the 


pooreſt Beggar is the Effect of God's Good- 


neſs and 3 he refers all to! God, and 


makes no other Uſe of his Giſts than to pro- 
mote his Honour and Glory, and to help his 


indigent Neighbour. If he is poor and ſuffers 


-Hardſhips and Difficulties in this Life, hy an 
humble contented Mind, reſigned to the Will 


* — 
* 


* 
* 
p - 


of God, he ſanctifies his Poverty, and there- 


by lays up for himſelf Treaſures in Heaven. 


C4 What- 


5 ; 1 N EY 
36 1 Third Sunday N Advent. „ 
- Whatever Gifts of Nattire'or Grace he has re- „„ 
* ceived; he refers the Glory 'of all to God, ald ä | 
Whatever Good he does, he ſays: from bis 
Heart, nat T, but the Grace of God: with-me. 
1 Cor. xy. 10. If he is in Eſteem and Repu- 
"tation with Men, he is no Ways elated, or 
Bikes up, but ſays with holy David, not unto 
„0 Lord, not unto us, but to thy Name be 5 
Cl given, Pſalm exili. If ſhe is{contemned 5 
and Acſdifed, he bears it patiently, ſtifles as 
much as he can, all inward Motions of Reſent- 
ment; looks upon himſelf as happy if by Hu- 
mility and Patience he may he pleaſing 10 God 
whom alone he deſires to love dere, an to de 
Happy with hereafter. - IT 5 
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0. oy merk nd tubes Saviour ? Given me 
this Humility ſo pleaſing to thee. Root out I 1 
of my Heart all Pride and Vanity, all Self- 
conceit, and Deſires to be praiſed and eſteemed 
by Men. T confeſs, O Lord, that I have ma- 
ny Motives and Reaſons to humble myſelf, 
und to be covered with Confuſion. How can 
I be proud, and vain, miſerable, wretched Sin- 
ner? Drawn, as I am, out of the dark Abyſs 
of Nothing, conceived in Sin, and brought 
forth in Iniquity, full of Miſeries and Imper- 
23 and unable of myſelf to do the leaſt 
ood> Work, or even to . one good 
Thought: - | 1 | 
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r 00 1. WIE it inkajt 
eſty who bchöldeſt us pob Wort 
Earth, look upon me, dear > Lord, with a gra- 
_ Cious Kye: May the Light of thy Gract ſhine 
upon me, that 1 may alſo ſee thee, and ſee 
myſelf. Make me to ſee thee and know thee 
to be my great and Sovereign Lord, who has 
Regard to the Humble bn. Low. of He r 
May T ſee and contemplate thee in this hy: 


2: 53'S great Humility ſo apparent, dear Tels, 

Saviour? in tny holy and humble Birth, make 
me to know and ſee myſelf, what 1 am, poor 

Duſt and Ashes, a e . and ſinful Creature, 

and that if I deſire to be acceptable to thee, ' 1 

muſt be humble, and have a low Opinion of 
myſelf. May 1 daily conſider my own Weak- 

neſs and Miſery, my paſt Offences, my daily 
FPailings; that I may never be puffed up with 

IS a vain Conceit of myſelf, let me glo ory in 
1 Nothing but my Infirmities, that the Vittue of 

1 ROM _ reigy in me. 2 Cor. i Te 
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Fre, where Jan was . 


6587. 
WEDNESDAY. 
1 the Third Werk of Auer. 
GOSPEL. 8. v i, 10. 


* D this is the Teflinony of ain, whon 
the Jews ſent from Feruſa / „ Prieſſs 
and Levites to him, to afk him, 
20, And he confeſſed and did nat deny: and 


wo 


; 


he confeſſed, Tam not the Chriſt. 21. And 
they aſked him: What then? Art thou Elias? 


And he ſaid, IJ am not, Art thou the Prophet? 
And he anſwered : No. 22, They ſaid there- 


fore to him : Who art thou, that we may give 
an Anſwer to them that ſent N What ſayeſt 


thou of thyſelf? ? 23. He ſaid: Lande Wore 


of one crying in the Wilderneſs, make ſtraight 
the Way of the Lord, as faid the Prophet 


Tſaias. 5 And they who were fent, were 
of the Phariſees. 25. And they aſked him, 


and faid to him: Why then doſt ou baptize, 
if thou be not Chi iſt, nor Elias, nor the Pro- 


phet? 26. John anſwered them ſaying: I 


baptize with Water: but there hath ſtood one 
in the. Midſt of you, whom you know not. 


. The ſame is he that ſhall come after me, 
who is preferred before me: the Latchet of 
Nas 8 oe I am not worthy to looſe. 28. 


ings were dong, in Bethania beyond 


_— 6 thou? 
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if we conſider it, as it is, a Matter which mot 


' greateſt Intereſt. , _ +) Yo. wet 


of the Queſtion, and the natural Auſwer do 
it, which, we are taught in the Catechiſm. 


tized inwe 


96 


| Welty: BY a FO Wake Advent. „ 
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"REFLECTIONS. 


The Quilien which the. Meſſengers of. "the 
wa rieſts put to St. Fohn -Baptift - In bo art 
thou? Is a Queſtion which every Chriſtian 
ought frequently to put to himſelf, and to aſk 
himſelf ſeriouſly, who and what lie is? In 
this neceſſary Self- Examination he will ind | 
what he is, or what he ought to be in Qua. 
lity of a Chriſtian: The Refult of which will 
5 that he will be able to judge of Himſelf 
how far he complies with the Duties implied 
25 that facred Character, and "as fur as he 

nds himfelf deficient, will meet with-aſalfth- .- - 
ful Monitor to tell him, what he muſt do in | 
Order to make good the Engagemefits he Jigs 
under as a . Chriſtian, and Diſciple of Jeſus 
Chriſt. This Qiteſtzon, we can never more 
properly put to ourſelves than in the preſent 
ſolemn and ſerious Time df Advent, eſpecial 


nearly concerns every one of us. To be 
wanting in this, is to n our heſt aud 


In putting this Queſtion : Wo art thou? | 
to avoid Illuſions and dahgerous Miſtakes, we | 
muſt not conhne ourſetves to the bare Eetter 2 


7 am a Chin, i. E. one who being or,” 
95 believes, e 
ie Law of mut. We 


N the Fai 


——j— — 


hend what is meant 
| inwardly” believes and outwardly 
= Faith and Law of ' Chriſt, If to be a Chriſ- 
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reftlay ir Wie third Terk of dert. 


enger both the Queſtion and the Anſwer 


in 4 more extenſive Light, to penetrate the 
Senſe of the Words, and thoroughly compre- 

by a Chriſtian, one who- 
profeſſes the 


tian no more was required than an Aſſent to 
*the Articles of the Chriſtian Faith, the Quef- 
tion would be more eaſily anſwer 


conſider the Chriſtian” Religion as a practical 
one; and obliging the Profeſſors of it to the 
Obſervance of many Precepts and Rules given 
dy the divine Author of it, and when we 
- ifee the Generality of Chriſtians dev iating from 
. thofe Rules, and following others quite con- 
trary, juſt Reaſons occur to put the Queſ- 


tion, Ido art thou? and to preſs it Home, if 


not to inform the Ignorance of fuch, at leaſt 
to rectify their miſtaken Conduct, and to let 
them ſee how much and ſadly they deceive 
ie eee while bearing the Name and Cha- 
© zaQter of Chriſtians they take no Care to live 


2 becomes ſuch. To afk Chriſtians, there- 
ore, what they are is neither an impertinent 
ndr a- fuperfluous TINGS, but only” © ufeful 
NP. und. neceſſary. | 
2 What is a Chriſtian, one whos really i 


is ks 


_- «this facred and holy Name imports ? He is 


2 one vrho being baptized inwardly believes, and 
705 2 profeſſes the Faith and "= 4 
St Chri 


and there 
would be much leſs Neal to ſuppoſe many 

_ +Chfiftians ignorant of what they ought to be 
by Virtue of that Character. But when we 
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Wedneſd⸗ 1 uber Advent. . 
Christ. Fe is one Who inwardly and ſin- 
cereh believes all the Articles of Faith, all 
the ſacred Myſteries of the Chriſtian Religion, 
and - outwardly profeſſes the Law of C 
not with his Lips only, but by his Actions, 


Ht; 
N F 
e 


* 


by his Life and Converſation which are a 


faithful Tranſcript of all the Duties enjoined 
him by the Goſpel he - profeſſes- to believe. 
Then are we true Chriſtians when we not only 


believe and profeſs, but likewiſe do conſtant- 


ly obſerve the Law of Chriſt. Then, if aſked 
the Queſtion : Who art tbr? We may an- 
_ ſwer-: boldly, I am a. Chriſtian, when our 
Conſcience bears no Teſtimony to, and our Ac- 


tions demonſtrate the Truth of what we ſay, 


and manifeſtly ſhew that we are ſo indeed. 


* A Chriſtian really fo, is one who makes the 


- Gon 1 the. ſtanding Rule of his Conduct, 
and einst himſelf by the pure and holy 


Maxims of it, and is careful never to deviate | 


from what it preſcribes. - From the Goſpel 
2002 learns to be humble in whatever Station 
of Life Providence has placed ys In all Oc- 
currences of Life he is y reſigned to 
the Will of God: like holy 74, he preſerves 
his Integrity, and whatever happens to him he 


is content. If the World ſmiles - upon him, 


I is not elated nor puffed up Proſperi ty does 
not raiſe, nor Adverſity depreſs him :*Hefinks 


not under Misfortunes, but refers all td God + 
uin whom all his Deſires and Wiſhes are een- 
tred. | The true Chriſtian, fenſible that hs has 
by : renounced the Pomps aud Vanities of the 4 
18 2 1 | | World, 
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62 Wedneſday inthe third Week of Advent. 


Workd, is not influenced by Cuſtom or Ex- 


ample, nor lets them prevail upon him to run 


| into thoſe Methods, which are no Wa ays re- 


concileable with the ſober and ſelf-denying 
Maxims of the Goſpel. He labours to ſub- 
due his Paſſions, and not let them govern and 
domineer over him. Above all he is careful to 
avoid Sin, looking upon it- with Horror, as 
the -greateſt of Evils, and if, through Weak» 
neſs and Frailty, at any Time, h falls into 
Sin, he immediately endeavours to riſe by Re- 

tance, and his Recourſe to thoſe Means 
God has appointed to obtain Pardon and to pre- 
vent entire Relapſes. He loves God above all 
Things, and his Neighbour as himſelf. To 
nouri : this excellent Fund of true Piety, he 
is diligent in Prayer, and frequenting the Sa- 
craments, thoſe excellent Means of Grace eſta- 


bliſhed by God in his Chnrch. Wich theſe he 


nouriſhes his Soul, and by them makes a daily 
Progreſs 1 in Virtae : Far from being cold, te- 
pid, and negligent in the Duties of Religion; 


the Zeal and Fervour with which he performs 


them, ſhew his Heart to be touched not only 
with a Senſe of his Duty, but alſo with a fin- 
cere Deſire to perform it. 

This is a brief but inltrustive Defeription * 
a true and real Chriſtian, ſuch all ought to be 
who bear the Character, and who call them- 
ſelves Chriſtians. © that every one who glo- 
Ties in the Name, would endeavour to live ſo, 
as if the Queſtion was put 10 him: hat art 


prac- 
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practical Signification of the Word Ll 1 
ae elt, no leſs, than his uty ſo to da, 
Conſcience may., not. reproach him, or 


tha 


ö dim of Untruth in his Anſwer to the 0 


Quellion. ,, Such Chriſtians may ee Mr 


t ſhare in the Bleſſings of the 
Solemnity of the Birth of Chriſt. * Wi 


truly find him to be a Saviour to them here, 
and who will make them n Happy with 
him hereafter, 


ASPIRATIONS. 


O my God, thou eternal Source of all 
Good! 1 haſt called me to 1 
of thee, and t only God, and of 
thy Son Jeſus Gbit, A _— thou haſt ſent in- 
to the World that the World might be faved 
by him. By thy Grace I am a Chriſtian, I 
glory in the ſacred Name. It is the Effect of 
thy pane and Goodneſs to me, may I never 
abuſe this Goodneſs, nor live unworthy of that 
— Vocation to which I am called. As I 
s myſelf a San Member of thy 
bar Catholick C hurch, aſſiſt me gy Sy 


Grace that I may live li 1 5 

adorn my Nag Faith, * a 1 to 127 
e Edification.'o 
of my own ich 


Merge and Glory, 

bour, and the Good 1 
am 2 Chriflian, O may I always be a . 2 
one, and ſhew my F or by good Works. De- 
liver me, O Lord, from all. Illuſions and Mi- 
We, zaud-Iek me. eyes. ee due 


—— 


"ab Friday" in th third 1 ge ; We 
ctüſting only in the Name. Let my Life be 
Sally vitward Profeſſion. of the Faith and 
Law of: Chrift; by making that holy Law the 
conſtant and ouly Rule of my Conduct, that 
living as 2 Chriſtian in thy F ad and Fear here, 
I may come one af to Re, with thee 
HERA.” Y SV 3 
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In 85 Third Week of Aloe 
ah 6 oer EL, 8. Ju 19. 


is ibe Teſtimony f "Fob, | 
pores the Jews ſent from Feruſalem 
Prieſts and Levites to him, to aſk 
Un, Who art Thou? 20. And he confeſſed 
and did not deny: And he confeſſed, I am not 
the Chriſt. 21. And they aſked him: What 
"= Art thou EH? And he ſaid F am 
| Art thou the Prophet? And he an- 
Leeng. N. Mo They faid; therefore, to 
Fm: Who art t e, chat we may give . 


1 > 
J * 


: 2 
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N to them that ſent us? A 
"thou of 'thyſelf i 2 "ER. He ſaid I am he Were 


tbe Way of the Lord, as ſaid the. Prophet 
Ve 24. And they who were ſent were 
of the Phariſees. 25. And they aſked him, 
and faid to him: Why then doſt thou bap- 
tize, if thou be not Chriſt nor Elius, nor the 
Prophet? 26. John anfwered them, faying, 


3 baptize with Water, 'but there hath ſtood 


4 = N 


n the Midſt of you, whom yu kn 
. 7 7 The fame is he that ſhall come 
after me, who is preferred before me: The 
Latchet of whoſe Shoe J am not worthy to 


one crying in the Wilderneſs; make ſtraigbt 


-_ 
- 


looſe. 28. Theſe Things were done i in Ba- ; 


thania moe. Jordin, where 2 2 was 1 2 


E os 
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REFLECTIONS 


The nearer we draw to the approaching 


Selen) of Chriſtmas, the more we ought 
to entertain ourſelves with reflecting on the 


infinite Mercy and Goodneſs of God to Man, 


ſo conſpicuous in that happy Feſtival. To 
conſider God becoming Man, the eternal 
Word of the Father, veiling all his Glories 
under a little Infant's Form, veſting himſelf 
with: all our Miſeries, being made Man like 


unto us, Sin only excepted, out of pure Love 


to us, and to make us happy with him. for 
"rs What a large Field of holy. Thoughts 
"OA here 


— 


66. Friday in the third-Wack f Advent. 


here preſents itſelf ! ſo large and extenſive as 
we hall ſooner want Power to reflect, than 
Subject for our pious Reffections. It is eaſy 
here to loſe ourſclves in theſe adorable My ſte- 
ries, this fathomleſs Depth of God's 3 to 
Man. In the Contemplation of it, we may 
juſtly cry out with St. Paul. O the Height of 
the Riches of the Wiſdom, and Knowledge of 
Grd ! How incomprebenſalle are bis | Judgmentt, 
and his N ays paſt: finding out. Ram. xi. Theſe | 
are the great and adorable Myſteries recom- 
mended to us by the Church at this Time, 
. who.delires we ſhould not only think of what 
God has done for us, but likewiſe on what 
we ought to do for him, what Returns we 
ought to make to him for his Mercy and 
Goodneſs to us- Theſe Mercies are indeed 
truly gratuitous beſtowed on us, of his free 
Bounty and Goodneſs, yet ſo as ſomething is 
required on our Parts to ſhare in the happy Con- 
ſequences. of them. Are we then ſincerely de- 
-firous to reap the Bleſſings of thoſe Mercies 
we are about to commemorate in the approach- 
ing Feſtival? Are we deſirous that the Birth 
-of Chriſt may be advantageous to us? If we 
are, we muſt now endeavour to put off the 
old Man with his Deeds, and put on the new 
Man, ſo that Chriſt may be ſpiritually born 
in us, that he may be formed in us, and that 


We 8 live oo. his Spirit. 


That 


| as 5 . 8 1 
5 i: 


. off 


| n the ſec Ates ace 567 
Tings Chriſt is thu iritually,.born;:in/us | 
def 2 Senda 


. vi * uct and Lage 85 
of our. Faves. Tf bing are, 7 by th 
xample ond 'Preceruof our. Divine 9 


if we carefully endeavour to practiſe thoſe | 
| Virtues he recommends to us in his holy Word, 
then he may be ſaid to be born in us, and 
. we may glory in the Title and Character f 
his Diſciples and Followers, it being his on 
Aſſertion: 7. hen are . you my D e i, yon 
ds thoſe Things which ] have commanded vo. 
St. Jobn vi. S. Gale in a virtuous and holy 
Life we can ſhew ſome Conformity to Chriſt, 


our Head, we may deceive ourſelves with vain 


Notions, and falſe Appearances, but ſhall have 


little Grounds to think that we ſhall be ac- 
ceptable to him, or be. acknowledged to be- 
long to him: We read in the Goſpel of St. 

. Luke vi. 2. that when the Bl-fled Virgin ca- 
ried her holy Child Jeſus to the Temple, that 
devout Simeon ſaid of him, he ſhould be ſet for 
the Fall and Riſing of many. The Delign 
of his coming into the World was. to ſave 


all, Men, and that by him they might xiſe 
to eternal Happineſs, yet there are many, 
it is to be feared, to whom his N will 


be their. Fall or Ruin, by the Abuſe they 


make of his Mercies, the ene Conſe- 


quences of which deſerve our no. ove 


Attention, and may have a. —.— 
upon us. To. abuſe e Merc * 


* Sin, to live in a will 


* 4 reſſion 


© S OY 7 
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| * of his Comma ds, ta live. : accrding to the 
Fpixrit of the World, and not acbording to the 
Spirit of God, is to expoſe ourſelves to the 
Severity of his Juſtice, who will ſeverely 
- puniſh us for the Abuſe of bis Mercies. 
How will the unhappy wilful hübitual Sin- 
ner one Day repent of, and accuſe his pat 
Folly, and Obſtinacy in Sin? Such may 
permit the Devil and the World here to 
amuſe and deceive them with preſent pleaſing 
"and ſinful Enjoyments. They may live im a 
careleſs, negligent Manner, ging their 
Duty to God, and all Care of their Souls. 
They may pleaſe themſelves with miſtaken 
Notions of being ſcreened under an outſide 
Form, or empty Name of Chriſtian, but, 
alas] that wil not do, and all ſuch muſt 
expect, without Repentance and Amend- 
ment, to be rejected by Chriſt,! and to hear 
from him: I know ye nor. depart' from mr, 
you Workers of guy: St. Matthew, vi. 
3 
= 2800 1 if the dreadful Saeed of Si, 
ii abuſing the Mercies of God, may 
Jaſtly fright and deter us from Sin, ' how 
F © ought the more noble Motives of a grateful 
Senſe of his Mercies, of Love to him who 
"has fo loved us, ſtir up in our Hearts a ſin- 
cere and earneſt Deſire to correſpond with 
his Graces, and to ſhare in the Bleſſings he 
is deſirbus to beſtow on us? Let us add 


to this, and conſider” the bappy, wy” 555 


1 


en ae of. rann and ſerving; God, 
whereby, we: ſeceurei;to, ourſelves, Heaven and 
eternal Bliſs. „This Liſe is but ſor a . 
Vears, it will ſoon be over, and then, O 
the happy and deſirable Eternity, which fl" 
ſucceed{ Is not this enough to let us ſee 
where our greateſt Intercſt lies, and how 
much it will be for gur own! Adyantage to 
love and ſerve God? It is by ſerious and 
devout Reflections of this Kind, we are 
now to diſpoſe; ourſelves. for the approaching 
Solemnity, and that we may have Reaſon to 
rejoice in the Nativity of Gba 3 an- 
nual Solemnities are wiſely: by. the 
Church for the ſpiritual n of ber Ohil- 
dren, that laying before them a: lively Repre- 
ſentation of the grand Myſteries. of the holy 
Religion they proteſs, ni —4 may from thence, 
not only learn their Duty, but be. ſtirred up 5 
to à zealous Performance of it. Let us 
thus diſpoſe ourſelves, and for this beg the 
Aſſiſtance of his Grace, that while we com- 
memorate his Mereies to us, we may not 
be ungrateful to him. Hor miſerably, blind, 
and inſenſible to our own. Good muſt we bez 
if, his Mercies, and the Conſideration of 
them, have no Effect upon us e 
it avail us to know what he has done for us, 
ſeemingly: to thank him for it by commeme- 
rating his Bleffings in theſe ſolemn Feſtivals, . 
unleſs we ſeriouſſy . endeavour. to; make ſome 


due Raum to his Lovet.... E CAN. ne 
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for us. Let us adore him then; let us es ö 
and let us ſerve him here, that we may eher F 
him, praiſe yu, ne. be happy with _—_ or” - 
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0 n my adorable. BIG and Re 
deemer-!/ Thou Son of God made Man!“ 
How am I loft in the ſweet Contemplation 


of thy Love and Goodnefs' to us! O may 


te Memory of this Love always remain 
with me. May it be ſo deeply” grafted in 
my Heart, that I may never for et thee, 


nor be ungrateful to thy Love! I Gore thee, 
O thou: true Life and Happineſs —— my. Soul f. 


I adore thec in this wonderful Myth ry of” 
Goodneſs and Bounty. O that I could love 
thee as thou haſt loved me! My God 1 
deſire to love thee in the beſt Marner Fam 
able, and becauſe L Iove thee, to ſerve and 


obey thee in. all EN AM me with 
Lord, I A 


thy Grace, * ſſiſt and help me 
2 I may duly prepare myſelf to meet thee 
in the approaching Sdlemnity, That while I 


honour thy facred Birth of the Bleſſed Vir- 


Mary, thou may*{t* be f. ritrally- born 
1 me. Unite eagle” dear 4 intii tely- ; 


to thee, and may” nothing” cable to fepa- 


rate 


. 


rate me. from thes-.. M 1 Jon er * 


and by thee 1- 


ive oniy for t 


and to thee here, "and er or. theo 


hereafter,” 
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T OW in the fifteenth Year of the Reign 


Governor of Fudea, and Hered being Tetrarch 


of Galilee, and Philip his Brother Tetrarch of 


Iturea, and the Country of Traconitis, and 
Lyſamas Tetrarch of Abilina. 2. Under the 
High Prieſts Annas and Caiphas: The Word 


of the Lord was made unto John the Son of 


Zachary in the Deſart. 3. And he came into 
all the Country about * preaching the 


Baptiſm of Penance for the Remiſſion of Sins; 


as it is written in the Books of the Sayings of 
Iſaias the Prophet: 4. A Voice of one cry- 


ing in the Wilderneſs ; prepare ye the Way 


of the Lord, make ſtraight his Paths. 5. 


Every Valley ſhall be filled; and every Moun- 


tain and Hill ſhall be brought lows and the 
crooked Paths ſhall be made ſtraight, and the 
rhugh Ways plain: 6. And all Fleſh ſhall fee 
the Salvation ſent from God. v | 


of Tiberius Ceſar, Pontius Pilate being 


"$4 1 „ yr" ant as ke, $i | Ke 5 
- The GOSPEL, St. Lule ii. 4.fß. 
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This is the fourth and laſt Sunday of Ad- + 


vent the Goſpel of it, like thoſe of the ſe- 


cond and third, is an Account of the preac ng | 


of St. John Ae and his telling the 7. 
of the Coming of th 


to receive him by bringing forth worthy Fruits 
of Penance. But, why does the Church re- 
peat the ſame Thing ſo often over to us? Why 
are her Goſpels on theſe Sundays, on the fame. 


Subject? Why! But to make a deeper Im- 
preſſion on our Minds, and to make us atten- 


tive to what ſo much regards us, and wherein 
we are ſo deeply concerned! It is an Affair of 


the utmoſt Conſequence to us, and therefore 
deſerves our frequent and ſerious Attention. 


The holy Precurſor of Feſirs tells the Jews, 
that he was ſent to prepare the Way of the 


Lord, and to make ſtraight his Paths, that in 
Order to this every Valley was to be filled. up, 


and every Mountain and Hill to be levelled, 


the crooked Ways to be made ſtraight, and the 


rough Ways ſmooth, that all Fleſh might ſee 
the Salvation fent from God. This Advice of 


the Baptiſt is now nes to us by the Church, 


and is no lefs neceſſary for us than the Fews, 
that we may prepare ourſelves as we ought for 


the Kingdom of God which is at Hand, and 


from which Sin will exclude us. -'Unleſs you do 


Penance, you ſhall . ſays Jeſus Chriſt, 


eee ee . 


| eir long expected Meltiag,» 
with ſerious Exhortations to diſpoſe themſelves 
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tl 54 Fourth Sunday of Advent. 
St. Luke vi. 13. Repentance is abſolutely ne- 
Coeſſary, as our Sins have made a fad Separation - 
between God and us. To cloſe this Separation, '- 
and to reconcile us to God, Jeſus Chriſt came 
into the World; to make Atonement for our 
Sins, and to reſtore us to the Grace and Fa- 
vour of God, and all the happy Conſequences 


| | of it: But in Order to this we muſt do our 
1 Part, and by ſincere Repentance, by Works 
of Penance, and the Amendment of our Lives, 
F make ourſelves worthy of the Bleſlings deſigned 
Fi forus by the Birth of Chriſt. 7 


= This Repentance, this Baptiſm ef Penance, 
1 to which we are now exhorted, conſiſts in a 
a hearty Deteſtation of Sin, a ſincere and firm 
] Purpoſe of Amendment, and of not ſinning any 
more. We muſt be ſorry for our Sins, not in 
Words only, but from our Hearts. We muſt 
5 excite ourſelves to this Sorrow. and Contrition 
| by ſeriouſly conſidering how baſe Sin is in itſelf; 
how odious and diſpleaſing it is to God, who 
being eſſentially holy and perfect, cannot but 


bate and abhor Sin. We have Reaſon to be l 
ſorry for our Sins, becauſe thereby we offend 1 
God who is ſo good to us, and from whom we . 
have received ſo many Benefits. All that we 1 
have, we received from him. He created us. 4 
He redeemed us: He preſerves us: He gives # 


us all the temporal Bleflings we enjoy, and 
pramiſes us eternal Happineſs in Heaven, It 
muſt be then an extream Ingratitude to offend 
him by Sin who has been, who is ſo good to 
14 us. If we conſider this ſeriouſly we ſtall _ 
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juſt Motives to produce true Sorrow and Con- 


trition for our Sins, more ſo, from the Love 
of God, conſidering. him infinitely good in 


himſelf, infinitely amiable” and enen to be 
loved. 

Having thus ſtirred up outfdves to true Bors 
row for & our Sins, we muſt with great Humi- 
lity confeſs and accuſe ourſelves of them to the 
Priefts and Miniſters of God, that from them 


we may receive the Benefit of Abſolution and 


the Pardon of our Sins. They are as ſo many 
Baptiſts ſent by God, particularly at this Time, 
to preach to us this Baptiſm of Penance, and 
to exhort us to bring forth worthy Fruits of 


Penance by a careful Amendment of our Lives, | 


avoiding all Sin and the Occaſion of it, and 


daily ſtriving to advance in Virtue and the 


Love of God. This is that Baptiſm of Pe- 
nance ſo neceſſary for us, and Eberein con- 
ſiſts one and a great Part of that Preparation 
we are now to make for the Coming of out 


Lord. Another and neceſſar * Part is to ob- 


ſcrve what is further ſaid in th Day's Goſpel: 


Every Valley ſhall be filled; and every Mountain 


and Hill ſhall be brought low,” and the crooked 


ſhall be made ſtraight ; and the rough Ways, 


plain. We muſt level the Mountains of Pride 
and Ambition by Goſpel Humility, Mildneſs 


and Meekneſs. We muſt fill up the empty 


Valleys of Sloth and Indifference by Zeat and 
Feryour in good Works. We muſt ſtraighten 
the crooked Ways of our wicked Inclinations, 
and Plain the rongh Paths of our inordinate 
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Defires by reducing them to an exact Confor- 


mity to the of, God, that we may nei- 
ther wilh nor Deſire an) Thing but What is 


pleaſing e We muſt forſake the crooked | 


and bye Paths of the World, and wa' WK in the 


plain and ſmooth Way of his holy Commands. : 


By this Means we ſhall come. to ſee, that is, 
receive the happy Effects of; this Salvation ſent 


from God. - As nothing. here is conſulted but 
. QUT Intereſt, that ought-1 to make 1 us diligent i in 
the Performance of our, Duty, as our eternal 
FHappineſs depends upon it. How h ppy ſhall 


we be When, we come to ſee this Salvation of 
God! Happy in the Enjoyment of him who 
is the F 4 of all Bliſs, and who now in- 
vites us to this Happineſs, and tells us how we 


may obtain it. How miſerably fooliſh are all 
thoſe who flight his Goodneſs, and refuſe te 
hearken to his Calls! Such truly deſerve to 


ſuffer under the ſad Effects of his Juſtice, whe 
thus neglect and reject his Mercy. | 


ASPIRATIONS. 


4.403 Jeſus, my adorable Redeemer |! Thou art 
the Salvation rang from . God, the. Promiſed 
| Meffias, the Deſire of the Parris * 


1d; Ex- 
pectation of the. Prophets. Thou c meſt, dear 
Lord, to bring Salvation to Mankind, and to 
fill the Earth with the Riches of thy Bounty. 
Go forth, O Daughter of Sion! N torth 


my Soul to meet thy ths Gor epare the 
verci 


wy e of 


Wir of the Lord, of ny 
H eaven 
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Heaven and Earth. * my God! I defire to 
meet thee, and to prepare thy Way. O that 
I could do it in ſome Meaſure anfwcrable to 
what thou deſerveſt!, WE Rn TT edt en, 
O thou eternal Source and F. ountain of all 
Good] In thee are contained all the Treaſures 
of Heaven. Open the rich Storehouſe of thy 
Grace, and from thence adorn my Soul with 
all thoſe Virtues which may make me pleating 
and acceptable to thee. I now go forth to 
meet thee, dear Redeemer of my Soul; and 
humbly invite thee take up thy efidence in 
my Heart. O come. and dwell in my Heart 
by Love, and grant that by a reciprocal Love 
1 may be ee united to the. 
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In the fourth Week of. / vent. 
The GOSPEL. St. Luke . 1. 


TOW in \ the fifteenth Yar of the 2 
of Twerius Ceſar, Pontius Pilate being 


4 of Judea, and Haro bein 15 Tetrarch ä 


etrarch of 


of Galilee, and Philip his Brother 


Tturea, and the Country of Trachouitis,, and 
| Lyſanias, Tetrarch of Abiling, 2, Under the 
High Prieſts Annas and Caiphas : The Word 


of the Lord was made unto John, the Son of 
Zachary in the Deſart. And he came into 
all the Country about 2 

Baptiſm of Penance for the Remiſſion of Sins; 


as it is written in the Book of the Sayings of 


1{/aias the Prophet. 4. A Voice of one cry- 
ing in the Wilderneſs, Prepare ye the Way of 


the Lord, make ſtraight his Paths. 5. Every 
Valley ſhall be filled, and every Mountain and 
Fill ſhall be brought low, andthe crooked Paths 
ſhall be made ftraight, and the rough Ways 
plain. 6. And all Fleſh ſhall ſee the Salvation 


ſent from God. 


R E- 


rdan, preaching the 


; 


1 
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St. Jahn Baptift preaching to the Fews, and 


telling them of the Coming of Jeſus Chriſt, is 
an inſtructive Leſſon to all Chriſtians, who 
are no leſs intereſted therein now, than the 
* were then. They were the peculiar 

cople, the favourite Nation of God, to whom 


he had given a Law by the Diſpenſation of An- 


gels. A holy Law indeed, and peculiar to 
them ; but this Law was to be abrogated at 
the Coming of Chriſt, and the Partition-Wall 


5 between Few and Gentile to be broken down, 


and the more nable and univerſal Law of 
Grace was to be eſtabliſhed by the Preaching 
of the Goſpel, whereby all Nations, every 
one, all Fleſh might ſee tlie Salvation ſent from 
God, that is, partake of the Mercies of that 


general Redemption, the Son of God came 
into the World to bring to all Mankind with- 


out Exception of Perſons.: of which, as St. 


John Baptift did the Fus, fo the Church at 
this Time puts us Chriſtians in Mind, and of- 


ku % * 
1 188 


fers the ſame to our ſerious Conſiderations. 
This Salvation, this Redemption is univerſal 


and deſigned for every one; to ſuppoſe or ima- 


gine otherwiſe would be a terrible Illuſion, and 


à manifeſt Affront to the unlimited Goodneſs 


and Mercy of God, who as he created every 
one, is likewiſe ſincerely deſirous to ſave every 
one. Nothing can hinder any one from par- 
taking of this Salvation, but Obſtinacy in Sin, 

71717; 


80 Wedn:ſday in the fourth Week of Advent. 
„by, which Sinners refuſe to be ſaved, that is, 
will not do what is required to partake of the 


Salvation offered to them, .and to every one. 


As God is infinitely Good, infinitely Merciful 


and infinitely Juſt, to ſuppoſe that he does not 


Fngerely defire the Salvation of all Men, is to 
deny theſe. Attributes eſſential to bim; for 
how can we ſuppoſe him infinitely good and 
merciful, if he excludes any ſrotl | 

any who deſire, and endeavour to be ſaved? 


How can he be thought infinitely juſt, if pro- 


poſing Salvation to us, he. is not willing to be- 
ſtow it upon us, and to furniſh us with ſuffi- 


cient Means to obtain it? A Thought of this 


Kind is as ſhocking to Reaſon, as it is contra- 
ry to Truth and Religion. God jo loved the 
World, that he ſent his Son into the World, 


that the World might be ſaved by bim, St. John © 


iii. The whole World, not a Part of it only. 
If all are not ſaved, if any are loſt, it is thro? 
their own Fault, and not for Want of any 
Will in God, or Defect of Means whereby 
they might partake of that Salvation wrought 
by Jeſus Chriſt. This juſtifies all the Ways 
of God, and makes it appear that none are Joſt 
e O Iſrael. Amos iv. A 

__ To corroborate this Truth, let us hear what 
God himſelf ſays, by his Prophet: I defire not 
Ihe Death of a Sinner, but that he be converted, 
and live. Turn unto me with all your Heart. 
Ay will you die, O Houſe of Iſrael? At 


zuhat Time ſcever a Sinner ſhall be converted, he 


/hall 


Salvation, 


but by their own Fault. Thy Perdition is of © 
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Wedneſday in the fourth Week of Advent.” 3 
Gall fave bis Soul andlive.. Exec. xxi. In 


like Manner Feſus Chriſt thus addreſſes himſelf 


to every one: Come unis me all Ne who are heavy | 


laden, and I will refreſh you. St. Matt. xi. 


I come not to call the Juſt, "Jon Sinners to Re- 
pentance.- Chriſt is the Propitiation for our 


Sins; not for the Sins of ſome only, but for 


the Sins of all the World: Nor is there any 


Sinner but may find Mercy, and thereby fee 


the Salvation ſent from God. This is the Pur- , 


port of all-thoſe ſignificant Parables recorded in 


the ſacred Oracles. To deny, or to doubt of 


this, is to overthrow the whole Syſtem of the 


Goſpel, and to evacuate the Promiſes of God. 


All Men may be ſaved if they are not wanting 


to it themſelves. Let no one then deſpair, 
not the greateſt Sinner, ſince by ſincere and 
true Repentance he may aſſuredly find in Fe/us 
Cpbriſt, a Saviour, and by him obtain eternal 
Life and Happineſs, and eſcape that Judgment 
their Sins make them liahle to. St. Jobn 


warned the Fews to fly from the Wrath to come, 
St. Matt. iii. And . cautioned them againſt a 
falſe Security they might draw from being 


Children of Abraham. The Church now in 
the ſame Manner admoniſhes her Children, all 
Chriſtians. There are very few Chriſtians, or 


rather are there any, who can ſay they are not 
Sinners, or that they do not ſtand in Need of 
the Mercy of God, and of, his Salvation? 
Can any one then be backward, or unwilling 


to diſpoſe themſelves: for it? Is. it a diſagtee- 
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82 Wedneſday in the fourth Wk of » aged 
offended God, and-to ſhare in that Mercy 
Salvation he "M generouſly brings, and ax P's woes 
much Bounty Sites to every one? Let us all 
endeavour to ſhare in it. Let us improve the 
preſent favou rable Opportunity y, that we may 
not receive this Grace of God in vain. Fhis 
—_ is now manifeſted in the Birth of his 
Son Jeſus Chriſt, our Saviour, that he may be 
a Saviour to us all. He fincerely.d ires ſo to 
be. He has done every Thing requiſite on his 
Part; and ſhall we be wanting on ours? Shall 
we do nothing for ourſelves? Nothing for Love 
of him who has done ſo much for Love of us? 
May this Bounty, this Goodneſs of God, have 
a proper Effect upon us, that we may make a 
right Uſe of it, and thereby come effectually 
to ſee the Salvation of God in the Kingdom 
of Heaven, there to N and ed l 1 
him for e Ws * | 


5 


ASPIRATIONS. 


0 God of infinite Merey and Goodneſs! thou 
comeſt in Mercy to viſit thy People, and to 
| bring Salyation to all the Nations I the Earth. 

Grafit, dear Lord, that I may ſhare in this 
Mercy, and partake of this Salvation. I adore 
thee, O loving Jeſus, Saviour of the World. 
I adore thee, 5 praiſe and bleſs' thee for thy 
incomparable Love to poor Sinners. Tt is in 
thy holy and humble Birth that I behold this 
Merey ſhining forth with inconceivable Bright- 


pels and Luſtfe. Hoy i is my poor Soul cem: 
* 25 | : forted 


Wedneſday in the fourth / Week of Advent. 83 
forted to ſee thee my dear Redeemer coming to 
dwell among us ! I defire to meet thee at thy 

Coming, with all the Affections of humble... 
Love and Gratitude, and to make the beſt Re- 
turns J am able. I gladly accept of that Salva- 

tion thou offereſt me, and I will do all that 1 
can to partake of it. As thou, O Lord, haſt 
done a great Deal for me, haſt ſuffered a great 
Deal for me, I am deſirous to do ſomething 

for thee. I will henceforth live to thee only, 
I will love and ſerve thee only, for thou alone 
art the true Life and Happineſs of my Soul, 

and without thee I can never be happy either 
here, or hercaften 
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The GOSPEL. St. Late il. 1 


NOW in the fifteenth Year of the Reign 
of Tiberius Ceſar, Pontius Pilate being 
Governor of Judea, and Hered being Tetrarch 
of Galilee, and Philip his Brother — of 
I turea, and the Country of Trachonitis, and 
Lyſanias Tetrarch of Abilina. 2. Under the 
High Prieſts Annas and Caiphas : The Word. 
of the Lord was made unto 7ohn the Son of 
Zachary in the Deſart. 3. And he came into 
all the Country about Jordan preaching the 
Baptiſm of Penance for the Remiſſion of Sins; 
as it is written in the Books of the Sayings of 
Tſatas the Prophet. 4. A Voice of one crying 
in the Wilderneſs, Prepare ye the Way of the 
Lord, make ſtraight his Paths. 5. Every Val- 
ley ſhall be filled, and every Mountain and 
Hill ſhall be brought low, and the crooked 
Paths ſhall be made ftraight, . and the rough 
Ways plain. 6. And all Fleſh ſhall ſee the 
| Salvation /ent from God. Ps 
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eee 


We are now upon the Eve of the great So- 


lemnity of Chriftmas, or the annual Com- 
memoration of the ſacred Birth of Jeſus 
Chriſt. To diſpoſe ourſelves for a worthy . 
_ celebrating this wonderful Effect of God's 


Love to us, a proper Retirement from the 
Hurry and vain Amuſements of the World, 


is neceſſary. To this the Church now calls us, 
and propoſes to us the Example of St. John 
Baptiſt in the Deſart, where from his Child- 


hocd he remained till he was about thirty 


Years of Age, and paſſed his Time in perfect 


Solitude, in - rigorous Penance, and fervent: 


Prayer and Contemplation. Happy thoſe de- 
_—_ Chriſtians who endeavour to imitate him 
as far as the Circumſtances of the State of 
Life God has placed them in, will permit! 
This is every one's Duty; and if we are not 


obliged to be cloathed in Camel's Hair, and to 
feed upon Locuſts and wild Honey, we are 
certainly obliged to renounce all Luxury, and 


Extrav agance in our Drefs ; all Excefs and In- 


temperance in Eating and Drinking, and to 
let a Chriſtian Moderation be our Rule, ra- 
ther than the Cuſtoms of a corrupt World. 
What hinders us, that we cannot avoid al 


| criminal Hleaſures, alle Diverſions, and yain 
Amule- 


86 Friday in the faurth Week of Advent. 
Amuſements! We certainly may, if we 
leaſe, withdraw ourſelves from the Hurry 
and Noiſe of the, World, and live in ſome 
Recollection of Mind and Tranquility of Spi- 
rit. This may be done even while we attend 
to the neceſſary Employments of our Station 
in the World, by an interiour Retirement and 
Solitude of the Heart, a withdrawing our Af- 
fections from any inordinate Attachment to 
the Enjoyments of this World, which hin- 
der us from ſeeking in the firſt Place the 
Kingdom of God and the. Righteouſneſs 
thereof. A Retirement which ſeparates , us 
is Spirit from the Worid, ſo that while we 
live in it, we may not be of it; to which, 
if we added ſometimes, at proper Seaſons, as 
in this holy Seaſon of Advent, a more than 
ordinary Receſs and Vacation from worldly 
| Bufineſs, to look into our ſpiritual Affairs, 
and the State of our Souls, the Advantages 
we ſhould reap from it, would ſufficiently 
recommend the Practice, and therein to 
follow the Example of the. Saints and holy 
Men, who choſe to live privately to God 
and themfelves, when Duty, and Obli- 
gation of their Station, or, Charity to their 
Nei ghbour, did not call them forth into the 
Publick. | 
As the World may be tiled a Rowe? and 

dangerous Sea, full of Rocks and Shelves, 
ſubject to many Storms and Tempeſts, none 


but: the raſh and imprudent will _ 
_ 4 


2 


Friday in the fourth Miel of Advent. ** 
rily venture upon it, a more than ordinary 
Skill being required to ſail through it, ſo as. 
to arrive ſafe at the Port. It is the wiſe 
Man's Aſſertion: He that ves Danger all | 
periſh in it, Eeeleſ. vi. 13. And we are not 
to wonder if many are loſt, who might have 
been ſafe, had they been 5800 enough to have 
kept themſelves in that Privacy for which they 
were deſigned; but a fatal Itch of appearing 
in Publick, a Vanity to be taken Notice of, 
and to be tnought of Importance, makes them 
not ſee their Danger, and makes them look 
upon a private Life with Contempt, as a Hin- 
derance, they: ſay, of gaining a Reputation. 
More happy and ſecure the Chriſtian who 
chuſes to live retired from the Noiſe and Hur- 
ry of the World, moves on contented in a 
_ private: Sphere till the Order of God calls him 
forth to appear in Publick. Thus St. Fobr 
Bapti/t, though deſigned for the publick Office 
of Chriſt's Precurſor, ſpent many Yeats re- 
tired on the Wilderneſs, till called by God, 
and by him ſent from the Deſart to preach to 
the Jeuis. 

If we conſider ſeriouſly what: the World i is, 
and behold it in a proper and true Light, we 
fhall ſoon perceive how little it deferves that 
Attachment by which the Hearts of ſo many 
are unhappily glued, as I may ſay, to it. 
What is this World, and what are are all the 
Enjoyments of it ? Short, tranfitory and un- 


bag Which ye "__ To- day, and 1 6 


— 
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be deprived of To-morrow. Can this be the 


proper Object of a Chriſtian's' Care and Soli - 


citude? We are created by God for the En- 


* of him in. another and better World. 


o ſecure this to us, and to ſhew us the Way 


to it, 5 Chri/t the Son of God comes in- 


to this World, and bids us follow him. As 
Chriſtians we profeſs to believe this, and are 
now to diſpoſe ourſelves to meet him in the 
annual Commemoration of his holy Birth. 
In every Circumſtance of his humble — 
we may ſez that Contempt of this World he 


would inſpire us with, nor can we diſpoſe our- 
ſelves as we ought to meet him, unleſs we en- 


deavour to draw our Hearts and Affections 
from all inordinate Love Of this en and 


| Attachment to it. 


Be ſenſible. any Chriſtians, of. your! . 
ay and be perſuaded that it is alſo your Inte- 
reſt, to renounce to the World, that is, to all 


ſinful Commerce with it. Learn by ſerious 


Reflection in a holy Solitude and Retirement, 
that when God himſelf comes down from 
Heaven to Earth, to conduct you to Heaven, 
you muſt be extremly wanting to yourſelves, 
to flight or refuſe theſe Offers of his Bounty. 
It will be a ſad Reflection, one Day to think 
Row happy we might have been, a loft that 


Happineſs: by our own Folly. One Day to 


behold Jeſus Chriſi, not as our Salvation, not 
as our gracious' Redeemer, but as a terrible 


wt a juſt M 8 us from the 1 
ne 


* 


Fr ay in a” | Alt Week of Alvent 89 


neſs of the next World for our ſinful Love 
of this. To prevent this Misfortune now 
while we have Time, let us lay Hold of his 
Mercy, and correſpond to ks Graces' he 
offers to us. Let us bid Adieu to all the 
finfal Ways of the World, and retire from 
all Occaſions of ſinning. Let us prepare 
the Way of the Lord by wa'king in the ſweet 
and pleaſant Paths of his holy Ccmmand- 
Le. which will ſafely candubl us to eternal 
ite. 5 


„ eee 


0 Fam Joi R deen 
of all who ſaves and hope in thee 1 O draw 
my Heart and my Affections from the World, 


er, the Salvation —_—_— 


and all ſinful er, ems to it! It: 5 7 


thee, my God, I am created, and not for the - 
World. While I live in it According to the 
Order of thy Providence, let me not be of 
it, nor ſet my Heart upon any Thing in 
it. May I place all my Happineſs in thee, and 
in thy holy Service, thou haſt made my Heart 
for thyſelk, may it ever be unquiet till it reſt 
in thee. Grant that I may daily ſeek after 
thee in an internal Solitude, holy Retirement, 
and deycut Prayer, and endeavour daily to be 
united to thee by a ſincere and ardent Love 


of thee. For ths I now bid Adieu to the 
World, 


% 


90 Friday in the fourth Nied of Advent. 
World, I renounce all its vain Amuſements ; 
and ſinful Delights. It ſhall have no Place in 

my Heart, or Affections, which ſhall be placed 
on thee alone, who alone art all my Good, 


f 


my God and my All. 


if 


ON 


/ 


$ — 
X . % 
4 ; : : : 
8 , * 8 
5 91 r 
ö 0 
1 a - 
* F x F £ * . * 
4 k 4 1 ; 


6, DORAN . 7 . . 5... 


| "ON THE 
SOLEMN. | ANTIPHOXS, 2 


* 
4 > 5 
5 83 


on, 


15 17. Aura: „no. | 


76 pkt qua ex ore Artif mi prodiiftt, | 
attingens @ fine uſque ad finem, Fortiter 
 ſuaviterque diſponens omnia: Vent ad do- 
cen dum nos viam Prudentie, © 


O Wiſdom, who haſt proceeded out 
0 the Mouth of the Moſt High, reach- 
from End to End, ſtrongly and 
Fes diſpoſing all Things: Come 1 
teach us the Way of Prudence. 6 


N this. Abe 4 bunch 1 her 
devout and fervent Wiſhes for the Coming) — 
of . Ghrift as the Divine Doctor or 
WIE Teacher 
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of x moſt pure and holy Law. As ſuch be is. 
ere ſtiled Wiſdom, coming to inſtruct us in 
that true heavenly Wiſdom © or trite, Prudence, 
by which we ere and know that then 
only we are t-uly wiſe, when we are wile to 
Salvation, and let the prudential Care we 
ought to have of our Souls manifeſt itſelf in 
living up to the holy Law, or Golpel of Je- 
{ pril we profeſs to believe! For this 
rpoſe and with this View we are now to 
Join wk the Church in commemorating the 
Coming of Jeſus Cbriſt our Divine Maſter 
and Teacher, and with all poſſible Fervour | 
and Devotion addreſs ourſelves to him that 
would pleaſe to illuminate our Underſtandings, | 
and endue us with celcſtial Prudence, that we 
may ardently love hi 1 this 
him here, the wr. Way 
after. | - 


Devot Afirations on 1 Antipbon. : 


O increated Wiſdom, eternal Source of all 
Good, Jeſus the Brightneſs of thy Father's 
Glory, and expreſs Image of his Subſtance 1 
O Word proceeding from the Mouth of the 
Moſt High, and by whom all Things were 
made! O thou, whoſe unerring Wiſdom 
does govern and diſpoſe all Things accordin 


to thy . own moſt righteous and holy Will: 


Come and- inform my Ignorance, as teach 
me the Ae of that heavenly 1 
| Wc 
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which 1 may ſeck and find thee, and having 
- found thee PAY, 1585 apa ly; united to 
th etz Jhog 360 e E, 4 5 the 
Truth oe i hou, 5 the Way, al 
he who Klee „* walketh not in. NN 
nefs.; The art the only ſure unerring Truth, 
WhO canſt not deceive nor be deceived. Thou 
art the true Life of my Soul, in whom and 
by whom, I by e..,.Q; let me not be carried 
away by a Spirit of falſe; Pr e the Prur 
dence and M iſdom of. this orld, which b is 
Fooliſhneſs in thy. Sight. There is no Pru- 

: | dence. or "Wiſdom but in fearing, loving and _ 
75 ſerving thee. The Fear of thee, O Lo " 
"LW the Beginning of true Wiſdem. 1 

O Zeſus, my adorable. Saviour and Re- 
deemer f thou didſt deſcend from the Boſom 
of thy. eternal Father into this Vale of Mi- 
ſeries, and didſt become Man for my Sake, 
that thou mighteſt illuminate my Soul with the 
bright Rays of thy Truth, and that I might 
3 8 know thee the End of my Being. Behold me, 
: dear Lord, loſt again and wandering from 
_ thee in the dark. and, crooked Ways -of Sin 
and Ignorance. O, come, and bring me back 
to. 91 5 and ſave my Soul from the Danger it 
is in 
Tbou art he who doſt geach from End. to 
End, and whoſe, Almighty Power no one can 
reſiſt. . Thou doſt reach from the higheſt: Hea- 
ven to the loweſt Depth, and no leſs ſweetly | 
* Arovgly: diſpoſeſt of al r I admire 
=; 0 Lord, 
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94 The Antiphon, O Wiſdom. _ 
O Lord, thy Power and thy Wiſdom, both 
equal, both infinite. Then didſt thou truly 
reach from End to End, from Heaven t 
Earth, when thou didſt aſſume our human 
Nature, and being born of a Virgin waſt 
made Man. I adore thee, O Word incar- 
nate! O Word made Fleſh and dwelling 
with us! How unſearchable are thy Coun- 
ſels, O Lord] thy Ways are paſt finding 
out. Who can fathom the Depth of thy 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs, © or penetrate the 
Greatneſs of this Myftery, a God Man, a 
Man God? The Heavens have dropped 
down Dew from above, and the Clouds have 
rained down the Holy One: The Earth has 
opened, and budded forth à Saviour. O, how 
adorable are the Counſels of thy Wiſdom, 
O Lord! how ftrangely endearing are the 
Ways of thy Love! How ' ſweetly: didft 
thou diſpoſe every Thing for the Redemption 
8 of Man, and to fulfil thy gracious Promiſe, 
= , the Seed of the Woman ſhall cruſh the Ser- 
$ | pent's Head Lord, what is Man that thou. 
art thus mindful of him, or the Son of Man 
that thou ſhouldeſt thus regard him? O thou 
true and only Life of my Soul! How am 1 
raviſhed with Wonder and Admiration in the 
Contemplation of ſuch exceſſive Love and 
Bounty! What ſhall J render to thee, O 
Lord, for all thy Mercies? What Return can 
I poſſibly make to thee, my God? Bleſs the 
Lord, O my Soul, and all that is within me 
33333 praiſe 


* 


2 W ue 0 Wiſdom. © or 


praiſe, his holy Name. ' May all thy Powers 
of Heaven praiſe thee for me, and joining my 
Heart and Voice to them I will for ever ee 
and magnify the. 

O Love divine! How wonderful is t 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs, who didſt thus over- 
throw the Power of the Devil, and defeat the 
Malice of that Enemy of my Soul! O Love! 
O Gondneſs | O Power | O Wiſdom truly 
divine and infinite | I adore thee. Ah my 
God! What Return can I make, and what 
doſt thou require of me? Thou requireſt no- 
thing but Love, and can I refuſe to love thee? 
O my dear Redeemer ! I open my Heart unto 
thee, I abandon it entire) to thy Love, and 
all my Deſire is to love thee. May I never 
be fo ungrateful as to forget thee, nor fo fooliſh 
as to deſert thee, to ſeek for the vain and 
wretched Comforts of this World, or think 
I can be happy but in loving thee. My God! 
Let me never be guilty of ſo great a Folly, ſo 
much Ingratitude. O Wiſdom of the moſt 
High, teach me, that true Wiſdom is to love 
thee. Teach me the Way of Prudence, which - 

direct me to contemn and deſpiſe this 
World, ſo as to find thee, and place all my 
Happiness i in loving thee.” © 
Theſe are the f ncere Deſires of my Heart. 
Theſe Deſires thou haſt given me, O my 
God! I could not have them of myſelf, grant 
me then what I now aſk, ſince thou thyſelf 


haſt inſpired me to aſk, It is thus, O Savi- 


Our 


” 
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96 The Antpben pen Wiſdom. " | 
our of my Soul! I deſire to prepare myſelf 4 
to meet thee in thy holy and humble Birtn. 
It is from thy ſacred Giid. in e 
eternal Wiſdom: of the Father, thi hop l 
way me what I. deſire to EW ere 
learn how much thou haſt loved me. 


T = I ſhall be taught to love thee again : : 
How to love thee en We as to be e happy wi a 
e hercafter. be with 
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0 e et Dar * _ 45 
A in igne flammæ Rubi apparuiſti, et 
ei in Sina legem dediſti: Veni ad redimen- 


dum nos in 'Brachig extents. Fn 0 
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o os oa Leader of She Hur! 
of Iſrael, who didſt appear to Moſes in 
che Fire of. the flaming Buſh, and. didlt 

ive to him the Law on Mount Sina: 


e and redeem we with: a Rrctched=e out 
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Lord, and Lzader of © Houſe of fact 3 
for as he did heretofore redeem the People. of >. 
Israel from the Slavery of Egypt with a bigh, — 
1 and in many Signs and Wonders, fo be 
comes in his holy and humble Birth to redeem 
Mankind from the Slavery of Sin and Deat, RB 
and to ſhew himſelf the Lord and Leader f 


al faithful N * guide and conduct; 8 13 


2 | 4. : 
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1+ 98 . PORTO 0 al. 8 
them 4” his Grace through the flares Þ 
this World, and bring them into the true 
| Canaan or promiſed | Land of eternal Happineſs 
in Heaven'; arid as. the Fews Were Obliged tg 
follow and obey Mo conducting them thro” 

the Deſart, ſo we Eriſtians follow and 
obey Jeſus Chriſt our true Ford, our ſure. 

and ſafe Guide ta Heaven. Let us hearken 
to, and obey his holy Calls, e we ſhall 
truly find him our Deliverer and our Saviour, 
and reap the happy Effects of his coming 
into Fm World and W * Man for Fa 8 


- Devout Abr. on this is Anipton, "8 


0 thou true Lord ad Baader of the ahi 6 | 
of Iſrael, Jeſus the promiſed Meſſias! Thou 
dldſt graciouſſy appear in our Fleſh to conduct 
us from the Egypt of this World to the hea- 
ts Canaan, to free us from the hard and 
cruel Slavery of Sin and Death, and to reſtore 
us to the glorious Libert of the Children of 
God. What Praiſe and hankſgiving are due 
to thee for this: thy Love a Bounty hou 
didſt heretofore appear to thy Servant Ae in 
| a flaming Buſh. Thou didſt make him the 
Leader, of thy choſen” People Ifrae, and didſt 
give to um the Law on Mount Sina in Thun - 
der and ene and With great Majeſty 
155 d Sp ſendoùr. s Law thou didſt give to a 
hard and Riff- necked NN and with fo much 
TOE 
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this Law; and didft e in a burning 


Terrour round the 
duct us to thyſelf by al che fweet and gentle 


and ſweet, e comes it, 0 


ut for a Tine Ene al 400 32 more 
I 1 e and and univerfal Faw, the Fog or 
Grace for Feeds and Gentiles, for alf Nitions,' | 
and e one who believes in thee. 8 th 


Fulneſs ime thou didſt come to give u 


Buſh; not in Terror and Maze or Kept in 88 
Humility and and Poverty, veſted with our, 
human Nature; yd burning with. Love and in 
the Flames of Ghariey to poor Man“ Ten 
didft'come, O Saviour of the World with aul 
Arm ſtretched out, not to ſpread Fear and 
he Barth, but to lead and com 


Hof Lobe. Thou deſt kindly invite us 


WS thee by telliug * yoke is eaſy and thy” 
Burden light. We are not nom ſubject to 2 
: tard and e Law. Thy Law 


LA is the 
ſweet. and gentle Law ef Love, of Loy 


: which mate l Thins eaſy and 7 'F; I 


But if thy Yoke is thus ealy and thy B 
light 5 i thy Law eis a Law of 1 


my wad ; 
Maſter}. Whence comes it that Jam ſo'back- 


ward. in complyi ing with Ry uriwilling 70 
bend my ſtiff Neck to it? Ah my God 
vb do 1 prefer the hard Service of th 

to thy 2 reaſonable” and ut Coy 5 
Ie is, alas I beeguſe Sin det reigns in me, and 

I ſollow the inefdinate Defires "of m 8. 
Hears, N Ly Spirit 1 Filling to 


be 


eceits. -O-. ane, n 
Deli — 8 0 ie 5 fee ne : 
my, Enemies who ſcek my Ruin. Cem 75 
Lord] and with a ſtronig Hand 200 Rik 4 
ſtretched out Arm deliver me from key on 
break thoſe Chains of evil Habit and clin 
tions wherewith my poor Squl is. 


_ = Paths of thy holy Commands, that, be 
fee 955 all Love of this vain Wold, I 
PAY, place my Heart and Affections on: EIT 
my iweet l. 


1 Ka our. Hearts with Love of hee. It. 


ibis Mercy, I vefire, now-gratefplly 0 comme»! 
morate, ad to thank . thee. ſor. Thou: did. 
come; ve ited. with "GUT Fleſh, 2 little weeping” | 
in a Manger in à poor Stable, 
Myitery 15 now. behold and deſire to | 


Infane, dyin 


Ac re thee. been the {arch Senſe. of Loye 

and, Du x "T profirate myſelf in Spirit before 

. tweet; Jeſl US, dear. Rede Emery. 
EE Freie, Honour ani 


ET 4 
© bo © - of 
+ * : 


bound.. 1 Untie the Cords: of Sin e . 
walk with Freedom and Pleaſure in the ſv Weet 


Sur who alone art *p worthy . 
F „ didft come in by ſacred and table „ 


Hirth to fave and redeem us, to iluminate Dur 
NI. nds with the Knowledge of thee, and to. 


kill, wh 0 for . 
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e yg take up. hy Refidence i my . 
eart. : þ confeſs it is more vile atid fi 


== than the Stable of Berblabim, where thou watt . 
„ lodged at thy Coming into the World, burt 
nn d this ſo cleanſe it by thy Grace, and adorn Z 55 


it with thy Love, that i it may b become 5 leaſe 
Habitation to thee. n 
LW This is my earneſt. Nein ac for; ms End 
== . "Ha thou come into the World, that being 
$ 13 from the Dominion of 'Sin and the 
Power of os Devil, ad madg thy Child . 
Adoption 2 '* Dd * 93 ; SE "awelt in the 
= _ cious BY en 414433 true Like 10 = 
= opined, of i 4 I 51. et mat. thoſe” Ene⸗ 1 
| ES es of my Sou 'M 2 Pagainff me; and de- + a 
rive me of fo reat Good. Ariſe,” O Gd! 
And let thine Enemies and mine be ſcattered. 
= 5 let them that hate ther fly befbre thee. 
90 tife, O Lord, in thy mig ty! ower and de= _ 
4 liver me. Thou who did cee deliver 7 
the Children of Iſrael from. Egyptian Bondaag 
- = under the Conduct of Moſes, and did 1 
- them into the Land of Promiſe, behold me Here 
the E r of this World fighing and . wiſhitig 
| for my Datectitics.” 55 t I may come to thee 
in the true Haven dna, where 1 ma 
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0 Radix Feſſe, « qui "Par in | gnum pe- 
N ſuper quem continebunt Reges 0s 
- 2m quem (rentes rwantur + Veui ad 
 iberandum 205, jan 2 lardare. 


0 Root vt Foſſe, aka; ſtandeſt "Te a 
Sign of the People, before whom Kings 
ſhall ſhut their Mont, whom. the Gen- 
+ Xiles ſhall beſeech : Conde and deliver u us. 
Do not now delay. OBS 4. c 54.4 © 


* ® } 
4 * 


HRIST is called: wake Root'of: Paſhs 
and a Sign to the People, and he is truly 
ts. According to his human Nature he ſprung 


viour ſhould proceed. He is no {ef che 
or Seal of the Covenant of Grace, and 
whom Salvation was brought to all R 
and who comes to deliver the Sohs of a 
from the fad * 2 in Which 
N | E4 


| | they: were nl 5 Sin. He is kowite the 
true and only Root from whence all ſpiritual 
_  .Graces/{pring. Hence we are now called up- 
bon in a particular Manner to have Recoufſe to 
him, that by his Nativity of the: Bleſſed Vir- 
gin we may partake of thefe Bleſſings he comes 
to bring to u + the Earth. Let us beg that 
he would ſow the Seetls of his Grace in our 
Hearts, that they may take deep Root, and 
te up and. e. TRA = ruit to OR 
ife. 2 5 . 


Dear Abrams on a this alu. 


- Bleffed Virgin, true God and true Man f Son 


God, with him and the Holy Ghoſt, one 


ginning and without End Son of the Blef- 
fed Virgin born in Time, the Root of Feſſe! 


are directed in our Way to Bliſs. Before 


| thee all the Nations of the Earth ſhall tremble, - 


and all the Monarchs of the World be ſilent, 
for in thy Preſence they are Nothing, and all 
their Power but Wind and Smoak. Thou 
alone art to be feared. Thy Power is infi- 
nite. Thou art great and terrible, he mighty 


and the Elements fly away. But, great and 


the ſame God, before all Time, without: Be- ; 


Lord before whom the Pillars of Hedven ſhake 


mighty as thou ans the omnipotent E | 
OT. 
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4 0 Jolus, "es of. God. "ad Bw: of: the” 
of God the Father, -eo-equal, and co-eternal 8 


* Thou art that Sign to all People by which we 
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le us. Thou wouldlt ade 


N the Earth, that Tniquity may no longer p DE 
Vail F 


| art likewife the Deſire of my 


| Fee "mort ( 


th Mee to . and; ce Seeta 
hy Love to him, chou wolldſt became Mutt 
ur hüman Na? 
to become our Saviour, and Redeemer, : 
i Nee the Seed of Abriham Ihall all Nations: 
e.. Earth be bleſſed“ To thee: Thall "the? 
G 855 Pray and all People ſhall. praiſe thy 
holy Name. Thou art the Promiſed Meias; 
the Expectation of the Patriarchs, the Defire. | 
of the Prophets and Hope of the Juſt. Of 
des and fei the longing Defires-of thy faiths. 
ful Servants. Come I And redeem and faye e 


us ? Make no longer Delay, O God! 


Send, O Lord, the Lamb, the Lord of att 


ou art, 0 Jeſus, that Lamb, 8 : 
Lord of all the Purth⸗ Thou art the Lamb 


of Sod Which takeſt away the Sins of 9 


World. O come and let Iniqgulty eeaſe. 3 5 
. all- Nations coe Phou * ö 
O Jeſus, the deſtred of all Nations; rcd ep 

e e 
wiſhes for thee and” ſighs after thee: Conde 
deareſt Lord, into n Soul, * ep Ke rp 2 
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Kier ee art 3 led, O Jeſus; the 
Rost of Foe Thou art kbar Root from | 
- whence all Hans iſpring, from hence all 
Graces How. Thou art the ine xhauſtible | 
Source of all Good, from whom We have re- 
ceived all that we have, and from whom we 
expect all that we hope. O may thy Grace 
flow upon the ſterile and barren. Land of my 
Soul, that it may become Apel fi | 5 
Works, and the Love of thes l Thou: gand- 
eſt, O Jeſus, for a Sign to the People. Thou 
art that Sign, Which, as old Sime propheſied EE 
of thee, ſhould. be. contradicted, and thou 
giveſt thyſelf to be this Sign in the Myſtery 
of thy holy Croſs, . to the Jeu a ſtumbling 
Block, and to the Gentiles Folly, but the 
ien of thoſe who love thee, and the happy 
Portion of thy Elect. O let me never, then, 
be ſeparated from the Society of thoſe Who 
acknowledge this Sign, and.;carry-it as a Mark 
that they belong to thee. Alas] what will be- 
come of me if I do not aſſociate myſelf with 
them? Where ſhall I be led if 1 do not fol- 


low the Way of the Croſs? How, ſhall 


pleaſe thee, or be numbered among thy Fol- 
lovwers if I fly from the Croſs, the Sign and 
Standard around which: _ Loft xſembllo! all: 
who belong to hee? --- 
O chou deſired of all Nations, ws. cem 50 
the Gentiles ſhall pray, and in whom they 
ſhall put their Truſt ! Come and diſplay thy 
Almighty Power, and deftroy the . of 
thy Croſs. TUE Enemies | are the 
World, 


— 


5 World, the Fleth; ey we Devil, who! et 
cur Ruin, and to draw us from thee. The 
World, O Lord, is an Enemy te thee and 

thy Crofs; and -endeayours- to entangle us in 


its deceitful Snares. The Fleſh is an Enemy 


likewiſe. to thy holy Croſs. It murmurs and 
repines at every even the leaſt Suffering. The 
Devil ſets himſelf. up in Oppofition to thee, 


and endeavours to make us his Slaves by Sin. 


"Theſe are thoſe Enemies who ſeek our Ruin, | 


and to fruſtrate thy gracious Deſign of coming 


into the World. Thou comeſt, O Lord, to 


free us from their cruch; Tyranny, and to re- 
| ſtore us to true Liberty; Thay comeſt to 
overthrow the Kingdom &neſs, and to 
enlighten the Wotld b 
O finiſh what thou haft ſo gracicully begun, 
and bring all Nations to the Knowledge of 
thee, that delivered ſrom the Darkneſs of 
Ignorance and Error, they may pray to 
thee, praiſe, thee, and glorify thy holy 
Name. _ | 
Finiſh thy gracious Def Ion upon me, 9 
Saviour of my Soul ! and take me whol- 
iy to thyſelf. O]! When will that happy . 


Time come when I ſhall be truly dead to 8 


all Creatures, and live only to thee? 0 
Jeſus, thou charming Spouſe of my Soul! 
1 long and ſigh after thee. O come and 
communicate thyſelf unto me! Make no 
longer Delay. Haſte, O my God, to de- 
up me from the e of this Life, 
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Dec. 20. A N 25 17 . 0 v. 1 b 
W Clavis. Men et een Domus 
| Jad, qui aperis et nemo claudit, claudi, 
et nemo aperit: Kent” ere auc vinctum de 
domo carteris, 1 et um- 
bra mortis. 3 
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o Key of Daus and Scepter of d Y 
Houle of Tfrael, who openeſt and no 3 a 
one ſhutteth, who ſhutteſt and no one 

openeth: Come and lead out of Priſon - 
_ the Bound: nf in Darkneſs and the. 


5 4 3 «4 1 x — ; 4 * 7 4 B E x — 0 4 wy »&7 
9 2 e 


Her. 3 this i Epithetof the Key of 
4 vid is applied to Jeſus Chriſt, - 

ua in the Myſtery of his-facred' Birth, -will- 
ealily appear when we conſider all Mankind 
by che Sin of Adam were as Priſoners, bount 
in the Chains of Sin, ſhut up in Darkneſs and 7 
the Shadow of Death. Having loſt the Grace 
a Favour of. God, and” condemned to am 


7 ; * N 8 8 
0 1 A 7 n * 
n 6777. Vir EE $58 
8 . ens hs ; 


. 9 9 


1 es 0 Clavis 


al Separation from him, nothing could LD 
| free them from this Had Condition but che 
| Merey of God, ſending his Son into the 5 
World. ho by kis ſacred Paſſi Death, 
as by a golden Key, o er the Priſon mo 
_ ſet Mankind free and N them to the 
glorious Liberty of the Children of God. 

eng the Darkneſs of Ignorance, and the 
Shades of Death, the Conſequence of Sin, we 
are _ branght to the . Light of the 


of God; and of his Son Jeſus 
Chriſt. Gn fa conſidering this Mercy of God, 
and our own happy Deliverance, how readily 
gee we, to join with the Church in her pub- 
lick and prateful Returns of Praife and Thankf- - 
giving for this 1 Blefling beſtowed upon 
US. . 


4 


| Devont 22 ons en this Antiphan. 


| 0 fefa, my dear Reeg! Thau art 
that 1 . opens all the Freaſures of Hea- 
ven; and which thou doſt difpenſe with a li- 
beral Hand. Thou art the Key of David, 
the Sceptet and the Head of the. true Houſe 
- of; {free of al} choſe faithful Souls who lave 
_ thee, and to whom: thou doſt open. the Trea- 
ſuxes of thy Graces here, and will open to 
them thy Kingdom of Glory bereafter. Thou 
only, Q-memal Source of all Good! Art he 
who can open them, and hat thou doſt open, 
20 ane can aut; What thou giveſt. . 


E A. 14 » 
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ben, Gees L N K. to asg 
* thy Graces t9 us, we cannot obtain hem, 
for what! can We do ef ourſelyes 2 Alas, my 
Jod E we are poor miſerabie Sinners, who 
: tave loſt-our Way, and have Falles inte the 
Hands of our eruel Enemies, by whom we arg 
bdDound and fit languiſhing” in "Darkneſs and 
in the Shadow of Death. But da thou come, 
O Saviour of the World“ And dellver us 
From, this:{ad Captivity :- Lead us gut of Nri- 
| bon fand bring us to thy! glorious. Light; free 
vs from this Narkneſs and Shadow of Death, 
chat in ah Light ere fee Light aud bve for 
„ bd _ 
2 „Nothing, n can refit Ichy Almighty: 
Power O let the ad Condition of thy Ser- 
vants movye thee to Pity and Compaſſion, and 
haſten the [wiſhed for Day Li, Deliyerance.: 
For this theu would&-come into the World, 
that by thy ſacred: Birth and Paſſion, thou 
mighteſt procure our Redemption, that we 
might be ſaved from our Enemies, and from 
J the Hands of all that hate us, and ſerve: God 
| _ without: Fear in':Holineſs:and Juſtice all our 
: | Lives! This was thy gracious Deſign; O. e- 
ſus; Ben ee and: Serial the Mad Vir 
gin! I adore thee in the ficred Myſtery! of 
thy Incarnation, an therein behold: the Ac 
compliſhment of all thy graeious Promises. 
Thou art about to come and to bring with 
* all . of: 3 ee 
ring 
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budget with thee” chat go 5 0 7 . 
whereby chou doſt nat Tnly" Oper e 


0 dee 
of > wi 


our Prifort-t6'ſet'tis' free,” b 
he Gates of Hes en to 2 0 
into thy Kingdom. Ib Git 
wereſhaet Againſt us, but no- "they a 
 byithee;"© Key of 'D#vid,” and no b 
hut them. Rejbice, O my "Sout f. it 


thy Saviour 5 [vg 
- How great Reaſon have I to Fejeice, m 
dear and adorable Redeemer, when reſſect 
this wonderful Effect of thy Bbunty! 
have I not Reaſon Ukewiie - to mourn. "ant" 
1 I conſider the ill Uſe T have made 
of this Mercy ?  Thou'art come, and by —— 8 
coming diaſt break my Chains, didſt derer 2" 
the Priſon Doors and ſet me hee, and, 1 3 
alas . Have again made myſelf a Slave te "= 9 
and delivered myſelf to my cruel Enemy. 
Hence E find in Need once more of 2 Deli- 
kverer to free me from the Darkneſs and Sa- 
dowof Death. O. Jefus, let thy Mercy more 
hee to come again to my Hffiſtance Come' 
and deliver me by thy powerful Grace. Mi- ; 
ferible as I ani to permit myſelf to be drawn 
away pg and te become again the Slave 
of dn. Of i Soul, be covered with 5 
20d Coifufien ! 0 my Heart, burſt 3 
Grief! Who will give Watef to my Heae 
and a Fountain of Tears to my E Fg that, 
re RM Day and Night this fad ee 
n i 
i 


PN 7 
10 . e _ 4135 
n CIP 12 . weep and degloris- my 5 
fad Cite, but with Hope and Conſiden ee 
it thy Merey, O God. Iwilhery unto hee, 
Lord. wall confeſs ' my Miſet before 
thee, and will call upon thee bor Help tand 
Aſſiſtance, help me then, O my Strength, 
by which I am lifted. up. Ait m me, O Vir- 
tue, by which 1 am ſuſtained. Come, 0 
Light by which I ſee. Appear, O Glory, by 
which [I rejoice. Appear, O Life, in which T 
live. Come, O my Saviour] and once more 
fave. me. Come, and with thy royal . 
open the Doors of my Priſon, and free me 
again from Sin and 8 5 O Jeſus, thou 
a art the holy One an true. Thou art true 
and faithful to all thy Promiſes. Thou haſt 
promiſed to hear thoſe who call upon thee, and 
40 deliver thoſe. o cry unto thee. Hear 
my Prayer, O Lord, and deliver me from 
the- Corruption of Sim. Looſe thoſe. Cors 
with which I am bound, IIluminate the J 
| Darkneſs of my Soul with the bright Rays of 33 
thy holy Grace, that being once more ſreed 
from the Shadow of Death, I may moſt ar- 
dently love thee, and faithfully ſerve tbee. 0 
may, I from this Moment begin to love thee - 
as I ought ! O inexhauſtible Fountain of all 
- Gaod, fill my Heart with thy Love. Thou 
Axt all mine, COD J deſire. to 4 all thine. 1 
abandon myſelf entirely to thee without Re- .. 
ſerve, for thou only haſt a Right to all that I, 
I am, and have. O divine Love clangs me 
f in 
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-GiOritne! Biightneſs of — 5 Light, 
«und Sun of Juſtice : Come and enlighten | 
them who ſit in Feen LE in * 
-Shadoy of ath. a. 


"TT + 7 ._ $ Ne! a 2 
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1 N this Antphoe we "HEEL — 
I the Church acknowledge Jeſus Chriſt truly 
to be the Orient, or Brightneſs of eternal 


Light, and the Day ſpringing from on High. 


It was in his Birth of the Bleſſed Virgin that 
he arofe kke the Morning Sun enlightning our 
dark World: with his beautiful and glorious 

Rays, and afterwards, by the preaching of his 


c bam 3 eee all that Darkneſs of 


| Superſtition which had overfpread 
the World. Then did he enlighten thofe who 


ſat in Darkneſs and in the Shadow of Death, 


in the ſud Night of Ignorance and Error. We 


0 N conſider him as the true Son of Ju- 


Mice 
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of Peace! How W 


eternal Light, didſt appear from on) Hight*to* 

' ditfpate and diſpel thoſe black Miſts, ahd do 

caufe a perfect Day. I adore thee, 'O Star of | 
Jacah , O Sun of Juſtice 1: I adore: thee thus 
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« glorious Wc Send forth thy beauteous Ra 


Jus ſhining daily, u 
ala y. drawing, us to his Services. a 


hy bim who is the only ſure eee e 


and unerring P 
e ck ale and Verein Pars which 
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0 Cum e Lumine, Light of Eight! Ade 
| Day-fpring from on High, who thro oy Oy 
Bowels of thy Mercy haſt graciouſly: viſited u 


ſuting in Dar kneſs, and in the Shades of Deithy / 


that thou mighteſt dzret'qur Feet in the Way 


Counſels of is Wiſdem and Goodneſs | 
had the W orld It Mmobrfing ir Darkness 


vered with a ſad Nig ht of Ignorance and Er 


"ror, when ee Oriem, Brigbene 


-rifing on the Horizon of ouf Worſd, by which. 
che dark Clouds of Sin ate diſperſed, ind ehr 
Souls are illuminated. We now ſee the only 
: Ea fu Deen wre, are made, and in hom 


alone we can be happy. Riſe higher" yet, 0 


Illuminate every Corner ef 


Earth; W 2 4ifie thoſe who are ſtill in \Darknefs | ; 
a know .thee NO in thee! ee | 
7 | 5 * 3 
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0 J SY us, Sera S0 ct ef dete Ligh x: : 


derful art thou in te 
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nd Zeſipſe. D Es. Weite 70. 7 # 2 * LOO 8 A 
Arie G. Light and ſhine den dn Faithiul a 
Ses. Vike" the "Hearts of A true Believe, 
and diſpel all remaining” Mifts' of worldly” . 
fections, that- they may ſeek thee" only, ang 
alone; O ſwert Light of eur Asül | 
Shine upon us, that the Darkneſs of our weak 
and corrupt Nature may he turned into a bright - 
x Lade, Day. © Light ine ctirguiſhable, ever 
ining, Iuminate us with thy glorious Rays, 
due We may behold thee. 0 Lis moſt ans : 
rants: und yet ever new May re never loſe: 
be" She. of thes! While-we arg detained im 
Torts Miſery we daily ftand in Need“? 
thy Light to ſee and avoid the Snares which 
id, for us by che Enemies of our Souls“ 
lighten our Dyck O Lord, that we fleep” 
not in Death: That the Enemy may not ſay? 
he, has frVailed over us. 17 5 Feb N Des FRY: 2 
0 Light, who in the firſt „Oreation of 
wen ae day 2 Let there bo ght; und | 
war Light ! O thou who art the Light and 
Ti of "the: World: make me Partaker- of that 
Lig whereby I may perſectiy ſee and diſcern” 
the, Taruset and Vaniy of all! Creatures. 0 
| Light never ob bur ed), Libet 
Iufirate., my Soul: with the Sp. f thy; 
Gres that JL. may ſee ther; lente and 
centemn all Things for: thy⸗Sake“ Ou Jeſus, 
Fou. N eternal Life Lad in ent, ab | 
roman "_ and without 88 2 
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Darkneſs: Come, G denn 75 the | 
ayer ys fromthe Nangard pon ina 254 


_ : | * | Ayrect any 
r 


Place of Exile, and have Pity on me. IL am 


here walking in a Land of Darkneſs, the 1 
ley 0 ery: and; Shadow oß Death. Amide. 
then, O. Sum gf Justice, and illy 


nate this 
World 412 


1 am the Light of the: Bets, e haf, followath 
me awalketh not in Darkneſs. .'T hou, art. truly 
the Light of the World, that Light which en- 
ligbtens every Man who cometh into the 
World and he that followeth theg walketh in 
the Light, and need not fear any Danger... 1. 


Will follow thee: then, O thou bright. Dight I I 
.- will follow + thee, O certain and ſafe Guide, 
and while T follow thee, I ſhall be fafe. The 


Lord is my Light and my Health; whom fball 


I. fear? Though I walk in the Midft of the 


Shadow of Death Iwill not be afraid, becauſe” | 


thou art with me. Thou art always with us, 


2 Lord, but thou waſt more eſpecially ſo, | 


" when aſſuming human Nature thou waſt 7 


Man like unto. us, and thereby didſt ſhow that 
thy Delight was to be with the Sons of Men. 
Q let it be our Delight likewiſe ta: remain 
with thee! In thy Hacked Birth of the Bleſſed 
Virgin thou didft ariſe like the Motning Sun, 


amd like the Day- ſpring from on High didſt 


give I to the Wai * * tary 
con 


— 


may poſſeſs and —.— thee. An my: 4 


757 Nite 
oP Pit bm the Horizon'of my Soul; 1 
with thy glorious Beams diſpel and 'chaſe away 


and Fepidh ity. Warm my Heart, and inflame 
it with the Fire of thy Love, that all worldly 


Affections being conſumed, thou mayeſt be my 
only Jors monly Comfort and all my Deſire, 


whony alone I may ſeek, whom alone I may 
think of, and whom" alone I may love. Thou 


arty dear Lord, che 8 Happineſs of my Saul. 


For thee I wiſh. O come 388 take Soy 
out of Priſon, out of the Prifon of this World. 


that I may praiſe thy holy Name.” Put: an End : 


tõ my ſojourning here in a ſtrange Land, and 
dring me. Home to the Enjoyment: of thee fer 


whom have I in Heaven but thee, and her LY 
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| Lapiſue angularis, qui fatis. 22 - 
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br 0. . 1 che G EA; tha ge. 
red ONE and the Corner Stone _w 
makeſt both -one : Come and ſave hs 
whom thou haſt formed out of the Slime 
of the Earth. 85 n 
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2 Sh, God Aber is o Exc 
1 Perſons, and as the Bon of C od can 

into the- World to ſave all Mankind; to break 
down the Partition Wall between Few and 
Gentile, he is in this Antiphon called: the Cor- 
ner. Stotie of that ſpiritual Building, his Church 
PROBING of A whO truly! believe in Mm. Fer 
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"tn 604 Mercy. of God-in ; — 3 
Man by che Coming of his Son Jeſus Chriſt 
Into the Wor is Nr Proper. Subject f our 

ions MW. | F 25 0 

that we — behold. {hs nhute Love. 

- Mercy of God in its true Lag} 5 

ſee not/anly his infinite Bounty. p< HAT 

to us, but learn from thence che "reciprocal 

Neturns of Love and Duty we ought to make 
may, in the firſt Flace, conſid 


„ Tin the Coming of; our Saviaur : 
of his will wanderfully illuſtrate the,GGoggneſs 
in xedeeming us from the. miſerable 
\ Genin we were in. When God 19 
7 he;made. ve. ahar . DU pr 
ON gave 4 art ok 
Af 9. 15 + 


js 
to ſuffer Beub. ou 4emporal 


We, were driven out af, 25 te 


at the Gooqheſs of God, 5 ben eee 


unde 21 thoſe Miſcrins, mer Aflice 
2E Lt ad the World, and 


f dur Protd- Parents 

* the Miſeries and AMiQi- 

gfe are only Part, and the inlet oP 
Puniſhment; far greater + 

a. for uy” tyeafter: LE the 
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Fer 


Gem: 2 * e mut er ever have 
emamed;” unable to 5h Ap ourſclves} had he not 
1 9 yourhſafed to redeem us This 
| "og Man is an admirable Cöntruſt i 
of God, and makes it appear t 
dr and conſpicuous, and the more 9 ; 
'fible we” are of this- our ſad Condition, the 
more will the Bleſſing of our Nedemption be 
made apparent; nor 1 that be leſs chan the 
greateſt Miſery, which none but God himſelf 
could free us from; and great muſt be the 
Enormity of Sin, which to dlot out God be- 
came Man. This Reflection ought to fill us 
with Horrout for Bin, as well as' Admiratit 
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mto the 3 Gylph of Hel, tend 
"alt ere Fete fr er Fe 
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ume . :Punif b yet) God wourhſafed 10 
ewehum Merey and to be Hαν-ed c dHü. 
be — — the' Fulneſs 
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mined de nd His —— Sdn 
_ (hol 'the World, that 2 
+ftived by kim. Having'choſerithe-Bleflee 
gin Mary to conceive Gin borch ds Ne- 
esmer Of Mang be ſent che Ge 
to her. The Holy Gboſt overſhadowed her, 
| . ſhe eonctived in her chaſte Womb his 
— — Her eſpouſec Huſband, 
"ou find her wich Child b 

N ether, | and ignorant © 

ey a to —_— _ | weligwed a» 
ee 


| of the” ] 

Alem bis Witt, and —— bim with the 
pracliows Deſn of God, and enten was 
| Word of the Bieffed- Virgin was con- 

eived by the Holy »Gheft. * At wonder. 
Ab des ce divine: Beunty apptar in! Nur 

I created - us by one figle 
ord, but 7 redeem us he would become 
df Tor” eur Sakes; | he would aſſume our 
Sutin Nestüfe, and Beceme ie unte bv: 

e wöuld de conceived Ty the 'Wombiiofia 
hare de Herde . He would-be* ern 
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8 Hoo: Enie, and Immenſity reduced to a Spas. 
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; ruſs: the Serpaut a Head, Sen. ii And 
3 San, and his Name Hall be called Rπ,ũ, 


—— 
Long the Son af God deſcending: inte the 
W dmblaf the, Bleſſpd Virgin, Infifigzicbecom- 


The eee 


M the Heavens cannot cireumſtribe, 
1% be conceiyed and born a little tender in- 


Fant ! Ho juſtly may we eryl out withethe 


Prophet : Lord I have confutered thy I and 
Save tremſ led: Abac. i. When the happy 
Tims came, deſigned from all Eternity, ſor dhe 
rern of this great Myſtery, de 
A Calnielois ſent to — tell che 

Ble Virgin the great Things God deſigned 
or ber, and to do by her. Tus hay Virgin 
With. gieat Humility and perfect Obedience e- 

el herſclf up to the Will of her Ereator, 
. <onecived - moſt. choke; ond. Holy 

Womb —— ye of God. Then was alfi 5 
that, Promiſe :: The Sed ef the Aman fall 


hat: A Virgin. ſhall roncejue and bring forth 


er God with us. 7ſaias vi. 3. Then was 
God truly with us by che admirable — 


junction of the divine and human Nature 
in Chriſt. Then did firſt appear the Dawn- 


ing of that glorious Day whereon the Sun 


8 Ine oy abt. 
] WS; £2 t ime ap- 
| 3 Man's; Delivery from gin / and 
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do Wa, or gan rf 
make 
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wee dr steter Nag great Mercy fiGod 
of 70 ff 5 BITE. an 8 - 9 1 4 ! Fs = Wh 40517 


love God her tug Ib loved us? How un- 
5 0 iy-:do- rhoſe#TChriftians ſhew' themſelves, - 
-fremdoing'God; ina Manner con- 
n dy vfend him by Sin? Chriſt oomes ined 
h World do deſtroy Sin, and they 


nturiſh it im their Hearts, and — 5 


their Actions. This is horribly. to abu 
Mercy of God, and wilfully toriexclyde- Our- 
ſelx es from all the Bleflings of this holy Time. 
Bet us not deeeive ourſelves; to benour 
| Chriſt as we ought in his Holy Birth, and e 
fare in the happ /, Conſequences of it, we 
muſt endeavour to root out Sin and all Affec- 
tien to it from our Hearts; and by Love und 
Obedience to his holy Law procure him to be 
Jeſds or a Saviour td us. Surely we cannot 
want Motives to love him who — done ſo 
much for us, and out of Love to us! aſs 
dove him then, E poſs er an by k 
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a Ahimyb Soul! where 6 we not 
loſt in Extaßes of: Wonder and Admiratien 
r ſongreat a Mercy? O God of AT 

God of m/ _ God Fant Lite let 
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8 Dove bow ought; we o 
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dall yl How ſhall JL bene Gr 
tude for ſuch . mighty Favours ? Can I do 
too much for © thee who haft become Man 
for my Sake, and to ſee me from the 
Slavery of the Devil? No, no, I can ne- 
ver do enough. O that I might do ſome- 


4 thing worthy of thee and acceptable to 


\'thee! Give me Leave, deareſt Lord, hum- 
+ bly to expoſtulate with thy Goodneſs. Why 
would thou do fo much for us poor Worms 
ef 'uhe! Earth, Sinners as we "are? Hadſt 
.*thok deen leſs happy, leſs what thou art, 
intinitely Great, and infinitely. Good, if 
we had been leſt to ſuffer — Punihunient 


we brought upon ourſelves? No, bat thy 


Wie made tber reſolve in this: admirable 
bs vert to free us en: the Na we were 
n. | 
O Life: 1 true pie of my Soul ! 
© What Return can I make to this exceſſive 
i Love? And what doſt thou require of me? 
Nothing but that 1 love thee. Burn then, O 
my Heart, burn with Love of a Saviour, a 
Redeemer, God ſo bountiful, ſo nm, 
and fo worthy to be loved! 0 my Jeſus ! 
I defire to love ithee. May daily re hourly 
- Aſpirations of reciprocal Free aſcend from 
my Heart! May I daily ſhow a grateful 
Senſe of thy — by daily Endeayours 
to love thee more and more! O my Soul! 
From this Moment let us begin — to love 
and ſerve God with the * 
4 n 
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and Zeal we'can, 
Ind becauſe he is e 
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and that purely for bimſelf, 
truly amiable, alone worthy 
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A 8 he Church ae "ws ee 
1 Chrift's Nativity from the firſt Veſpers 
of the Evening before, and by tliat prepares 
us for her ſolemn midnight Devotionsy” we 
mould join. with her Spirit and Intention, and 
on this Evening retire at a convenient Hour to 
our Cloſets, int there ſhutti>g out all. worldly 
+ Thoughts and Affairs entertain ourſelves with 
pious Con'iderations on this great Myſtery, 
and wonderful Inſtance of God's Love to Man, 
The Goſpel of the firſt Maſs which is ſung or 
faid at Midnight will afford proper Subject for 
dur ferious Thoughts and Reſſections at this 
Time, as containing à Relation of Chriſt's 
Nativity, who by his Birth brought Light into 
the World ts guide and direct us in our Way 
to Heaven. Let us endeavour to make a right 
Ule of this Light, ſo as tõ arrive at that happy 
Place; and for this now addreſs our moſt fer- 
vent Devotions to Jeſus our Saviour, born df 
the Bleſſed Vuzia, and lying in met f 
. Bethlebem: © ine non be pid 
„Once folowmn ©Feftival three" Males! are 
ſurg or ſaid,” to crepreſent to us that Chriſt by 
bis B b came into the World t ſave; ©; 
Thoſe who were * the Lau, 2. 1 tale 


4 4 * 


cob. — Evening. 5 141 


| who were under the Law. 0 3. Thoſe under | 


15 Got bel. By theſe three Mines the Church | 


nl > honours 2 threefold N Fg v of, Chriſt, | 
18 eternal Generation” an Nativity born 
fföm all \Eeertiey of his Father and W all 


Time. 2. His Nativity and Generation in 
Time cc to his human Nature, being 


born of the” Bleſſed” Virgin Mary. 3. His 
71 Birth by Grace in the Souls of the 
Juſt. In the Fr Maſs we honour his tempo- 
pb bir op the, 3 Fs, ou ou ght 


1 


| WV Sia W F feln Wee 0 ours 
elves the Altar as the Manger in which · Chriſt 
is lying. At the ſecond Maſs we: honour 
Chiiſt's ſpiritual Nativity by Grace in dur 
Souls; and when we hear this Maſsg let us 
Join with the Angels in their Cantieles of Joy, 
ani} with the Shepherds adore Iſus Ohriſt and 
offer up our Hearts in Homage and Obedience 
to him. In the third Maſs we honour out Sa? 
viour's divine Nativity, by which he was born 
of his heavenly Father from all Eternity, Gd 
of God, Light of Light, true God of trus 
God. Let us aſſiſt at this Maſs with all poſ⸗ 
ſible Reverence and Devotion, and adore this 
Son of- God. and thank him ſor the Benefits 
be has beſtowed upon Mankind. munity. 
The dee E ſaying three Maſſes on 
Chtiſtmas-Day is very ancient in the Ghugch} - 
and was firſt- —— by S. Teleſphovey.. Fops 
and Martyr, who — the ſecond: 2entury;, 


ha in thi Year 154. t. 
Sies Notes of the. Cuſtom, 6 
_ Maſſes) on N in his Hor: 
Goſpels, Hom: 8. in, money from, whence we, 
_ may. obſerve, how 2 4 e the Practicg of 
the Church. 1 at preſent 0 that of the primi- 
tive Times. Happy if- our Devotion and Piet, 
were equally conformal le, and like that of 8 
ancient Ch ao A, 7 to. 

 Solemr ities wit 8 
it is what the. Ce AK now, carte ly recom m 
mends 1 endegyours-to, ee vs Os, 5 : 
us anſwer her Fr 20 ON | 
1323 to 
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ND it came t abb chat in thoſe. D. ; 

there went out a Decree: from Gaſor. Hu, 
gu/tus , that the whole World ſhould be en- 


rolled. 2. This enrolling was firſt made by 5 
 Cyrenus, che Governbr of Buizdd . Bindall - : 


went ” be enrolled, every one into his own. 

| City. 4. And Foſeph alſo went up from Gal: © 

5 lee out of the. City 1 -Fudetito ,_* 

| the City of 'David, which is called Beth/cher 

becauſe he was of the Houſe: arid Family of. 

David, 5. To be' enrolled with Mary, hig 
eſpouſed \ ife, who: was with Child. 6. 

it came to paſs, that when they were; there: 

her Days were Se - that ſhe ſhould © 

| be deli vered. 7. And the brought fort hex 

firſt- born Son, and wrapped him up in ſwad⸗ 

dling Cloaths, and laid him in a Manger; ber 

cauſe there was no Room for them in the Inn, 

Jg. And there were in the ſame Country Shep 

herds watching,” and keeping the N en tne we 

over their Flock. 9. A Þbebold;ant Angel 


5 i $43 16. 
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the Lo ifioad them, ps the: Brightnefs of 5 
God ſhone roun | about them, and they feared 
ww great Fear. And the Angel ſaid 
em: eee behold 1 bring good 
Tidings of great Joy,” that ſhall be to 5 41 i 
Peopler 11. For this Day is born to you a 
Saviour, who is Chriſt the Lord, in the City 
of David. 12. And this ſhall be a Sign to 
you: You ſhall. find the Infant wrapped in 
5 5 Cloaths, and laid in a Manger. 
And ſuddenly. there was with the Angel + 
A „ Multicude of the heavenly Hoſt, praiſing God | 
and | ſaving; Glory to God in the Higheſt "3" and 
mn Barth Pence, to Vn: . pee man IO wann 


LA 


\REFLECTIONS., 


# « * 


be Neuen wo Evangeliſt i in. . Gomel: 
gives of the Nativity of Jeſus Chriſt, has ma- 
ny wonderful and inſtructive Circumſtances ats. 
tending it, and which: juſtly deſerve our ſe- 
rious Attention and Reflection at this Time. 

All the World was in Peace, when Chriſt the 
Prince of Peace came into the World, and 
braught with him that Peace which paſſes 
all Underſtanding. Fhe Noman Empire was 
then at the Height of its Grandeur, which in 
2 few Vears after fell to Decay. At this 
Time the Son of God, the true fovereien 
Lord of all the World, came to eſtabliſh 
a more laſting aud fpiritual Kingdom Xt; 


SH}. LAT 


0 be founded and propagated. by Farienes 


At ile fuk Mafan curse Den 145: 


Earth; a Kingdom not to be eſtabliſhed: 
and maintained by Arms and nn Sd 


and: Sufferingg A Kingdom not Ito laſt — 
4 few Veats, or to be ſupported by worldly 
Policy and Wiſdom, but to laſt, to the End 
af the World; and increaſe by that Wiſdom 
of God which is Fooliſhneſs to this 3 
and to be founded in the Croſs, to the Few 
2 ſtumbling Blo:k, and to the Gen'ites Polly, 1 
Cor. i. All the ancient Prophecies mrs 
the: Birth of the Meſſias, were fulfilled. The 
Jewiſh: Monarchy was overthrown : #erod the 
Tdumean and à Stranger bore the Name of 
King, but the whole Jewiſh Nation was un- 
der the Power of the Romans who had made 
a Conqueſt of them. Then was the Time, 
according to the Prophecy of the Patriarch, 
Jacob, "Ger. vi. 49, for the Meſſias to ap- 
pear, and the Jews were big with ExpeRa- 
tion of him; but as they miſunderſtood the 
Manner he was to appear in, ſo they refuſed 
to acknowledge him when he came. T 
flattered themſelves with a Meſſias who ſhould 
appear with great Pomp and worldly Splens 
dour, and with a ſtrong Hand free them from 
 Ro;nan Servitude, and reſtore their fallem 
Monarchy. to its ancient Glory. Their Pride; 
| blinded: their Eyes and their Underſtandingꝭ: 
and made 1 miſtake” the Prophedies con- 
cerning him. The Prophet Mirbeas Ch. 
ben e be ſhould be born in Baleband | 
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146 At the firſt Maſs on Chri/tmas- Day. 
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and by Occaſion of a Decree from fugu/tus 
Caſar, then Emperor, that all the World 
. ſhould be enrolled, St. 7-/epb and the Bleſſed 


Virgin went from Nazareth in Galilee to Heth- 
Alechem, the City of David; where being arrived 
ber Time was accompliſhed, and ſhe brought 


forth her firſt-born Son, and having wrapped 
him in ſwadling Cloths laid him in a Man- 
=_ for there was no Room for them in the 


3 


Chriſt's Birth, and the Hardſhips he endured 


at his Coming into the World. If we con- 


ſider the Bleſſed Virgin's Deſcent, from the 
Family of King David; if we conſider her as 


Mother of God, Mother of the King 'of 


Kings, and Lord of Lords, we may afk Why 


* 


was not the fineſt Room in the Palace of King 
. Herod fitted up for her? Why was not the 
holy Infant laid in a Cradle adorned with 
Purple and Gold, and waited upon by all 


the prime Ladies of Judea? All this, and 


more was due to her and to the Infant Jeſus. 
All this, and more would have been inferi- 
our to what ſhe might juſtly, challenge. This 


is true: but we ſhall find no ſuch Reſpect, 


no ſuch Pomp and Attendance at Bethlthen, 
Alas ſhe cannot find a ſmall Room in her 
preſſing Neceſſity, and the Son of God about 
to come into the World has not a Place to lay 
his Head in. The holy Virgin and her 


Spouſe St. Fo/eph being arrived at Bethlchem, 


her 


We may here conſider the Foverny. "df - 
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her Time approached, ſhe was juſt, LO | 
be delivered, and had no Place to 80 to. 
The Number of Paſſengers was ſo great, juſt 
1 arrived, or rather ſuch was the Poverty of 
| Mary and Joſeph, as not to be able to ro- 
cure a Lodging for the Evangeliſt ſays, there 
was no Room for them in the Inn, the brutiſh 
People reſuſing the leaſt hoſpitable Charity to 
the Bleſſed Virgin in thoſe prefling Circum- 
ſtances, who without Murmur or Complaint 
Tetired to a Stable, and there in the Midſt of 
Bt Moſt divine Contemplations brought forth the 
Saviour of the World, and wrapping his ten- 


der Limbs in ſuch poor ſwadling Cloths; 
had, laid him in the Manger for a Cradle. 
| „What Hardſhips does Jeſus Chriſt here endure 
| at his Coming into the World ! To have. ao 
| better Place to be born in than a vile Stable 
ſmelling with the Ordure of 'the Beaſts who 
were kept in it! To have no other Cradle 
© than a hard Manger! No other Bed than a 


* 
ſe am. 
= 
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4. 


little Straw or Hay! No other Attendants 
but the Ox and the Aſs! No Body to aſſiſt 
his Mother or himſelf but St. ſep. To 
be born in a cold Winter Night, and to en- 
dure all this Poverty in the moſt rigorous 
Seaſon of the Vear! What Reflections ought 
this to cauſe 1 What Thoughts of ourſelves, 
and our own Condition! Can we murmur 
or complain, if we have not every Thin 
we defire, or grumble if we ant ſati 
our Vanity and Fg, . L . be abated 
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of ourſelves and our own Delicacy, and learn 


to be content with the Station of Life Pro- 


vidence has, or ſhall place us im If we are 
poor, let us ſanctify our Poverty and Hard- 
ſhips by uniting them to thoſe of Jeſus Chriſt 
in the Crib of Bethlehem, If we are rich; 

if by the Bounty of God we enjoy the 
Conveniencies and Neceſſaries of Life, let us 


admire and give him due Thanks for his Good- 


[neſs and Liberality to us, and make a right 
Uſe of what he has beſtowed upon us, and 
aſſiſt our new-born Saviour by relieving lim in 


his poor Members. 


Theſe are Leſſons which Jeſus Chriſt 
abet every one from his Stable in Bethle- 


hem. He reads thoſe Leſſons to all, to the 
Poor and to the Rich. The Poor are here 


taught that Poverty and a low Station will 


render them dear to God, if by Patience and 
Submiſſion to his holy Will, they receive it 
as they ought, and as what is deſigned for 
their Happine eſs. If they join Virtue and 


Honeſty to their Poverty, and abſtain from 


murmuring, repining and envying others, their 
outward Poverty will be ſanctified by that 
inward Poverty of Spirit to which Chiift has 
promiſed the Riches of his heavenly King- 
dom. Happy ſuch Poor who thus honour- 
_ - Jeſus Chriſt in his poor and humble Birth, 

and who 8 with him here ſhall reign 
with him hereafter. But not only to the 


Poor but allo the Rich Chriſt 1 peaks from 
his 
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his Manger. He te'ls the Rich they muſt not 


contemn nor deſpiſe the Poor, whom he ſtiles 
his Brethrenz That they muſt not abuſe their 
Riches to maintain Vanity, nouriſh Pride and 


indulge Extravagance and Exceſs ; but to uſe 
the good Things they have with Moderation 
and Thankfulneſs, to help and aſſiſt the Poor, 
and to honour him by cloathing the Naked, 


givinz Meat to the Hungry, and Drink to 
the Thirſty, eſpecially at this holy Time, 


that the Poor thus charitably relieved and com- 
forted may equally rejoice and feel the Blef- 
Aings of Chri/tmas. Theſe are the practical 
Leſſons we are taught, and by ſuch Reflections 
we are to diſpoſe ourſelves for celebrating 
the Birth of Chriſt according to the Spirit 
and Intention of the Church, and then ſhall 


have our Part in che Mercies of this ur | 
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| ASPIRATIONS. 


0 Jeſus, my dear Redeemer ! I adore thee 


lying in a Manger, and ſuffering all this Pover- 


ty and Hardſhip. I adore thee, O divine In- 


fant, true God ! I adore thee with Tranſports. 
of Love and Admiration. Hail ſweet Jeſus F 
Praife, Honour and Glory be to thee, O 


Chriſt, who did not refuſe to be born in the 
coldeſt Seaſon of the Year, and to be laid in a 
Manger, and to be fed with the Milk of thy 


Virgin Mother's Breaſt. I adore thee, O my 
ſweet Redæemer, King of Heaven and Earth. 
All hail moſt beautiful and charming Infant! 


Hail ſweet Jeſus, thou moſt high God ! Hail 


Prince of Peace, Light of the Gentiles, and- 
defired Saviour! Grant that I may be poor 
in Spirit before thee, that I may be truly hum- 


Fa 


ble, and. patiently bear all Hardſhips and Suf- 


ferings for Love of thee. | 
O Jeſus who for my Sake didſt deſcend from: 


thy royal Throne above into this Valley of 


Miſery, and wouldſt become Man and take 
upon thee my frail Nature, chuſe my Heart 


for thy Habitation, where , thou mayit dwell - 


by Love. Adorn and enrich it with all ſpiri- 


tua Graces, and ſo totally poſſeſs it that no 


Creature may rival thee, or ſhare in its Love. 


Q that by profound Humility and ardent Love, 


T might 


en —— —ͤ— a 
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1 might invite thee to come to me, and b. i ing 


comè might retain and keep thee. 


Glory be to thee, O Chriſt, whom thy Vir- 
gin did bring forth in a Stable, and being 
brought forth did adore with great Humility 


and Love. O that by new Fervour of Spirit 


thou mighteſt be daily brought forth in my 
Heart, and that I may daily burn and be in- 


. Hand wud the Love of thee! 
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A $SOLILOQUY 


For Chriinas-Be in the Evening. 


Or pious Breathings WY 4 devot Suol . 
entertaining herſelf with Jeſus Chriſt 
in the Manger. 

| 18 

F. E K the Lord while he may be 1 call 


upon him while he is near, Iſaias v. Theſe 


are hs Words of the Prophet Iſaias admoniſh- 


ing us to ſeek the Lord. O my Soul! Let us 
hearken to them and prepare ourſelves to ſeek 
the Lord. But where ſhall T feek him ! Where 
is he to be found? In Bethlehem. There he 
is born. This Day is born a Saviour Chriſt 
the Lord. He is near, he has taken upon him 
our Humanity; he is near; he is with us. Let 


us call upon him. Let us join with all his 


faithful Servants and haſten to this grand So- 
lemnity, for this is that ſacred Night wherein 
Jeſus Chriſt was born of the Blefſed Virgin 
Mary. Riſe then, O my Soul ! Shake off 
all Sloth and Drowſineſs: Riſe and in Prayer 


and Watching prepare yourſelf to meet the 


Lord. Chriſt our King, Chriſt our Lord is 


come, let us haſten to adore and proſtrate our- 


ſelves 


ASOLILOQUY, . 153 


| ſelves before him. Let us ſing and rejoice 


with the Angels and Archangels. Let us re- 
joice with all the Juſt, and ſing aloud Hymns 
of Praiſe to the God of our Salvation. "TL 
Lord is with us, fear not. God is come in 
our Fleſh, and he who by his Divinity is never 
abſent from us, is now alſo preſent with us in 
his Humanity. Come then, O my Soul ! and 
ſing to the Lord; ſing a new Song, for he has 


truly wrought Wonders this Day. Let us 


lift up our Hearts and Hands and give Praiſe 
to his Glory. Away all Sorrow and Grief l. 
put on, my Soul! the Garments of Joy and 
SGladneſs. Watch in this holy Night as in a 
clear Day. Let us offer to God the Vows of our 
Hearts and the Sacrifice of our Lips. The Lord 
is with us. He is in the Stable of Bethlehem, bow 
down and adore him. Stand reverently by the 
Manger, be not tired, but ſing to him wich 
Alacrity and Fervour. b 
Ah my Soul! Can we be drowſy, . or ſleep ö 
while the Angels are ſinging in Heaven, and 
the Voice of Praiſe reſounds from on High? 
| ſhall we indulge ourſelves in our Beds, 3 ; 
not riſe in this holy Night, when every Thing is 
filled with Joy? This: Night the true Light 
ſhines upon the. World that 15 may illuminate 
every one who believes in him. Hearken! 
the Angels and Archangels rejoice, and all holy 
Souls exult in ſpiritual ladneſs. Behold | this 
Night is turned into a bright and clear Day, 
becauſe 11 the true Light i is en and ſhines ; 
f . G K Lu oft 2 upon 
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upon all thoſe! who fit in Darkneſs and in the 
Shades of Death. O truly happy Night illu- 
minated with the Nativity of Jeſus the true 
Light! O bleſfed Night wherein the Son of 
God appears cloathed with our Humanity! 
O bappy and glorious Nativity which has thus 
changed the Curſe pronounced UP our firſt 
Parents into ſo great a Bleſſing! O admi- 
rable Night wherein Chriſt is born for the Re- 
demption of Mankind]! Bleſſed for ever be 
the ſacred and undivided Trinity by whoſe 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs Man is reſtored to 
Happineſs. Let us adore and praiſe God the 
Father of Heaven who did thus ſend his be- 
loved Son into the World that the World- 
might be faved by him. Let us adore and 
praiſe God the Son who for us Men and for | 
our Salvation did come down from Heaven, 
and aſſumed our human Nature. Let us adore 3 
and praiſe God the Holy Ghoſt, by whom was 
wrought the glorious Myſtery of our Saviour's . 
Incarnation. O ſacred and ever Bleſſed Tri- 
nity to thee be Honour and Glory for ever and 
85 World without End. Amen. ; 


II. 


Let us go my Soul] To Bethlehem let us go 
with the devout Shepherds and adore Jeſus in 
the Manger. But O Heavens! O Earth! 
What do I here behold? Jeſus the Son of 
God lying upon a little Straw in a Stable be- 
tween an on and Aſs, without Help, with 

none 
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none to aſſiſt him and his Virgin Mother. 
? Powers of Heaven ! where are you! 
ſ do you not deſcend to puniſh, theſe inhoſpitab e 
KH «brutiſh. People of Bethlehem, who with cruel 
1 hard Hearts abandon Mary and her divine In- 
fant, and leave them thus without Afſtance;® 
At leaſt, 0 ye Angels and Archan ngels, . Che- 
rubim and N all ye bleſſed Spirits above! 
haſten to come and pay your Devoirs to your 
great Lord and Maſter. Be you his Dome- 
Kicks here on Earth, as you are conſtant At- 
tendants about his Throne i in Heaven. Let us 
alſo, O my Soul enter this Habitation, it is 
truly. the Lot, of God and Gate of Heayen. 
Let us here take up our reſting Place and ſtay 
with Jeſus and Mary. It is better to remain 
=: in this Stable than to dwell in the gilded Pa- 
| laces of Kings. Behold where the Manger is 
1 placed, and wherein lies the incarnate Son of 
God, and great Creator of the World, pro- 
ſtrate yourſelf at his adorable Feet, and lay 
open to him all your Wants. He will hear 
and receiye your Prayers, and accept the de- 
vout Praiſes you render to him. 

O Jeſus ! Divine Infant ! my Lord and my | 
God! Permit me to remain here with thee 
and thy Virgin Mother. May I here loſe my- 
ſelf in the Contemplation of thy wonderful 
Love and Bounty | Permit me, dear Lord, 
with utmoſt Reſpe&t humbly to aſk what is the 
Cauſe of this myſterious Procceding? Doſt 
thou lie under any Neceſſity thus to humble 
W thus to annihilate thyſelf? Ah no; 

it 
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it is for my Sake, and for the Love of me. te” 


s to redeem me that thou comeſt in this poor 
and humble Manner. It is to raiſe; me from 
the moſt abject low Condition to the bigheſt 
and moſt exalted Station. What Love and 


__ Gratitude ought this to produce in my part I 


How ought T to love and praiſe thee my 
who haſt thus loved me: Accept, dear Lord, 


of this ſmall Return I now make, by giving 


and offering to thee my Heart, my Body, 
my Soul, with all that T am and have. All 


which proſtrate before thy ſacred Crib, I dedi- 


cate to thy Love and Service, for to thee every 
Jn I have is moſt N and only due. 5 
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EE Solemnity of Chriſt's Nativity is one 
I cot the moſt Antient Feſtivals of the 
Church, and was kept on the twent „fifth of 
December, always in the Latin or Weſtern 
Church, the Cuſtom of the Orientals or 
| Greek Church ſeems to have been different and 
various in this Regard, or as to the Day on 
which they celebrated this Feſtival, Vol by 3 
Degrees they came to a Conformity to the, La- 
tins, and Chri/tmas-Day to be, as it now is, 
univerſally obſerved on the twenty-fifth Day 
of December. It appears by a Sermon of St. 
Chryſo/tome to the People of Antioch on the Feaſt 
of the Nativity cited by Father Thomaſſine, in 
his Treatiſe of the Feaſts of the Church, Lib. 
ii. C. 6. that it was then about ten Years ſince 
the Eaſtern Church had begun to conform to- 
the Weſtern in this Point, and the ſame holy 
Father gives ſome Reaſons why Chr:i/tmas 
ſhould be kept on the twenty-fifth of December, 
and why the Latins were more exact and true. 
in their Obſervations than the Greeks. He ſays 
that it was in the Month of September that Za. 
charias had the Viſion in the Temple, and that 


his Wife St. Elizabeth conceived, and that ſix 
_ Months afterwards the Angel Gabriel was ſent 


to the Bleſſed Virgin to declare to her the My- 
ſtery of the Incarnation of the Son of God in 
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her Womb, which muſt have been in March, 
and conſequently our Saviour's Birth nine 
Months afterwards muſt have been in De 
ber. St. Chr yſoſtome further obſerves, that tlie 
Church of Rome might more eaſily come to 
the Knowledge of the true Day of Chriſt's | 
Nativity, and other Churches learn it from 
her, becauſe it was in the Beating of that 
Enrollment made in Fudea by Quirinus pur- 
fuant to the Orders of jets, Cz/ar. 
Which Sort of Acts and publick ranſactiens 
were always kept at Rome with very great Ex- 
actneſs and Care. ä 
Whatever Difference wert might have begh 
among theſe ancient particular Churches as to 
the Day or Time of obſerving this Feſtival, 
all agreed in this, that it was a Day to be ce- 
Jebrated with very great Solemnity and Devo- 
tion, which Devotion and Piety the Church : 
defires now to inſpire and conſerve-in us: hav- 
ing therefore allowed us ſome Reſpite after our | 
midnight Devotions, ſhe calls us up in the 
Morning to join again with her in praiſing and 
glorifying God for his wonderful Goodneſs to 
us, fo conſpicuous in the Birth of Jeſus Chriſt. 
The Goſpel ſaid at the ſecond Maſs will afford 
excellent Matter for our pious Meditations and 
Reflections in our Morning Devotions this ſa- 
cred and holy OT 
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Au. D it came to paſs, after the Aa 3s 

parted from them into Heayen, the Shep- 
herds ſaid one to another: Let us go over to 
Bethlebem; and let us ſee this Word, that is 
made which the Lord hath ſhewed to us. 16. 
And they came with Haſte; and they found 
Mary and Joſeph, and the Infant lying in the 
Manger. 17. And ſeeing they underſtood the 
Word that had been ſpoken to them concerning, 
this Child. 18. 7 all that heard wondered 
at thoſe Things that were told them by the 
Shepherds. 19. But Mary kept all theſe 
Words pondering them in her Heart. 20. 
And the Shepherds returned elorifying and 
praiſing God for all the Things they had heard 
and een as it was told unto them. 
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de a inſtructive Conduct oh N 


£9 


devout Shepherds, as related in this Goſpe), 


and from whence we may learn what will be 
highly profitable and advantageous to us! Let 
us in the firſt Place conſider their Fidelity and 
Devotion. The Angel told them, that the 


Saviour of the World was born, and that they 


ſhould find him wrapped in ſwadling Cloths 
and lying in a Manger. They believed what 


was ſaid to them, without enquiring any e 


ther, and the Angel having left them, t 


ſaid to one another, Let us go to Bethlehem. 
They went immediately, they did not make 


any Excuſes, nor aſked who would take Care 


of their Flocks; without any. Concern for 
them they haftened to ſee the Saviour of the 
World. Inſtructive Example teaching us to 
pay a ready and prompt Obedience to the Calls 
of God, and to believe what he fays to us, 
5 not to let our worldly Affairs and Con- 
cerns ſo take up our Thoughts and Attention, 


as to neglect the Buſineſs of our Souls. "Theſe 


Shepherds were poor Men; and obliged to at- 


tend their Flocks Night and Day to preſerve 


them from Danger, yet no ſooner did they 
| hear of the Birth of the promiſed Saviour, but 
laying aſide all other Thoughts and Concerns 
they invited one another to go and adore him. 
However we may be obliged to mind our tem- 
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Support of Life, we muſt find ſome Time to 
ſerve and provide for our Souls. We muſt pay 
a Viſit ſometimes to our Saviour, and treat 
with him about our ſpiritual Concerns. This 
we ought particularly to do on Days conſe- 
crated to his holy Service, not with Coldneſs 
and Indifferency, but with Zeal and Fervour. 


And, can we do this at any more proper Seas | 


ſon than this preſent holy Time? Chriſt comes 
now from Heaven to feck us, and it is but juſt 
we ſhould go to meet him. Let us lay aſide at 
preſent the Affairs of the World, and ſuſpend 
our temporal Concerns to pay him our Duty 
of Homage and Adoration; to neglect this, is 
to ſhow ourſelves ſtrangely inſenſible of what 
he has done for us. Let us go then with the 
Shepherds and adore him, giving him Thanks 
for his Goodneſs to vs. He himſelf now calls 
us by the Voice of his Spouſe the Church 
ſpeaking to us by her Miniſters, who declare 
to us the Myſteries of this Feſtival, and tell 
us what we muſt do to celebrate it as we ought;;: 
and to profit by it. 
The Shepherds being arrived at Bethlehem 
found the Infant in the Man ger with Mary his 
Mother, as the Angel had cold them. Their 
Labour was not loſt, nor their Hopes deceived. 
God is: true in all. bis" Promises and will bs. 
found by all who ſeek him as they ought, and 
defire to find him, If we ſeek Jeſus and find 
Him not, it is becauſe we do not ſeek him 
in a proper Manner. In vain we ſeek to find 
Jeſu in "the Pride and Vanity of the Oe 
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In vain we ſeek after him in a fond inordinate 
Deſire of Riches, Honours and Pleaſures. 
Though he is the ſoverign King of Heaven and 
Earth, he does not chuſe to reſide ; with proud 
ambitious Courtiers. He has no Commerce 
with the Men of Pleaſure and. Galants of this 
World. When he came. into the World, he 
ſought not a Lodging in a Palace, but was 
content with a Stable, and choſe the Manger 
for his Cradle, He was born of a poor hum- 
ble Virgin eſpouſed to a poor Carpenter, and 
all his Life-time converſed with, and among 
the Poor, and choſe for his Diſciples poor E ih= 

ermen. If we deſire then to find Jeſus, we 
mult ſeek him in Humility and in Poverty of 
Spirit in the Midſt of thoſe Riches, or that 

Affluence his Bounty beſtows on us. We 
Muſt ſeek him in a eee of the World, 

and in the Way of the Croſs. All other 
Ways lead from Ves, and not to him. The 
Evangeliſts ſay the Shepherds coming to Beth. 
lehem, and finding Jeſus in the Manger un- 
derſtood the Word that had been ſpoken to 
them concerning him. They underſtood that 

. Myſtery which was hidden from the Wiſe and 

bi bo of the World, the proud Scribes and 

| Phariſees. They underſtood that he was the 
long expected Redeemer, who Was come to 
ſave his People from 4 5 Sins. This was 

the happy Effect of their Fi idelity and Devo- 
tion, and for this they returned praiſing and 
glorifying God. If we ſeek Jeſus with the | 
fans Faith' and Devotion he will likewiſe. 0p 


% 


nifeſt himſelf to us, and we ſhall both know 
and find him to be our Saviour and 'Re- 
deemer. v7 4 þ-- 
Anotherinftra@tive© ee es e 
: Notice of in the Behaviour of theſe devout 
Shepherds is, what is recorded of them in their 
Return from Beihlabem, where having ſeen the 
Child Jeſus they returned praiſing and glorify- 
ing God for what they had ſeen and heard. 
They went, not to ſatisfy an idle Curioſity, 
but with a Deſire to be informed and to come 
to the Knowledge of the: Truth, which having 
found, they did not hide or keep it to them 
ſelves; but declared to every one what they - 
had heard and ſeen, and publiſned Abroad the 
Wonders that had been nanifelied to them. 
True Charity keeps not the Good it poſlefies: 
to itſelf, but is communicative, and deſires 
that others may participate of it. Let us imi- 
tate theſe good Shepherds, and praiſe God for 
the Favours he has done us, eſpecially thoſe 
which are ſpiritual and regard our Souls. Let 
us give him Thanks, and glorify hims for mani- 
feſting himſelf to us, and bringing us to the 
Knowledge of the chriſtian Faith, while ſo 
many Thouſands, fuch great Numbers, re- 
main in Ignorance and Error. It wWas a great 
Happineſs for theſe poor Shepherds to be in- 
formed of Chriſt's Birth, and to ſee him in 
the Manger, while he was unknown to, and 
unſought for by, the High-Prieſts, the Scribes 
and Phariſees. They were ſenſible of the Fa- 
your: ——_ to them, and ſhewed their Tue 
tude 
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tude by praiſing and glorifying God. Let us 
make our Gratitude appear by dutiful Returns 


of Love and Obedience. Herein we muff do 
as the Bleſſed Virgin did, who kept all thoſe 


Words ſhe had heard pondering: them in her 


Heart. We muſt not content ourſelves with 
an external Appearance of ſolemnizing Chriſt's 
Nativity, and think that ſufficient. There is 


ſomething more required for a Chriſtmas Duty. 
We muſt feriouſly conſider and meditate upon 


what we read and hear at this Time concern- 


ing Chriſt's Birth, and why he came into the 
World, that what we read and hear may prove 
Seed ſown upon good Ground, and bring forth 
Eruit in Abundance in a holy Life and Conver- 


| ation, whereby it may appear, that Chriſt is 


ſpiritually born in our Souls. Where this is 
the happy Fruit of commemorating Chriſt's 
Nativity it will be to us indeed a happy Chriſt- 


mas, and we ſhall have Reaſon to rejoice with 
the Angels in Heaven, and with the Church 


upon Earth on this truly great and holy So- 
lemnity of Chriſt's Birth, the Memory of 


which ought to. be conſtantly preſerved, that 


we may never forget what he has done for us, 


nor what Returns we ought to make him for 7 


his Love and Goodneſs to us. 
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ASPIRATIONS, 


0 dine Infant Jolie [ My g twat 55 ores 
point Lord and Maſter ! Ho. "Joſt. thou veil 
all thy Glory and Maj jeſty under the Poverty . 
of hy) humble Birth in a Stable! Lying in-a 
Manger thou doſt reveal thyſelf to the Poor 
and Humble, and doſt hide thyſelf from the 
Haughty. Vouchſafe to reveal thyſelf to me. 
Teach me to be truly humble, make me to 
love thy Poverty, and to follow thee in thy 
HFumiliations and Contempts. O that I might 
eſteem it all my Happineſs to become like thee, 
poor, mean, and unregarded by the World! 
Thou waſt ſo dear Jeſus. Thou art my Lord, 
and I am thy Servant. Thou art my Maſter 
and I am thy Diſciple. and haſt thou not ſaid: 
The Servant is not greater than his Lord, nor the 
Diſciple above his Maſter? Shall I then refuſe 
to be humble, and ſeek for the Riches. and 
Grandeur of this World? Can I ſee thee in 
a poor Stable, and be- troubled, if I have not 
a fine Houſe or Lodgings? Can I fee. thee in 
thy tender Infancy labouring under fo great 
Neceflity and Want, and myſelf repine and 
murmur if I enjoy not Superfluity and Abun- 
dance? O Jeſus! permit me not to be ſo 
unlike to thee, while I pretend to be thy Diſ- 
ciple. 

0 Light! true Light of the World ! who 
enlightens every one who comes into the 
World. Enlighten my Underſtanding that I 

| m 
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may know thee: Open my Eyes that I may 
Tee thee, and touch A Heart that I may love 

thee. - I ſce thee, O Jeſus! anew-born Child, 
and I know thee, and ackriowledge thee to be 
God. I ſee thee a weeping Infant, and know 
thee to be the great-Creator of Heaven and 
Farth. I know all this to be the Effect of 
thy Love to me. O grant that I may love 
thee again. 6 1 EA / 3 


. » 5 F a . bes 


NY \ EO ** ny ; Bk 6 = at 11 * ANG | 


Fo (fy 2 WE; 13; Is Þ 42 31 5 fn 285 re 7 
mY ho? : a 20 Foy! J. 4 ati « a y * 12 
0200000050020000205 | 


10 15 


1 8. 0 75 F L 0 0 1 . for 


ala chr s / in "the nine? 
I. 


REUS. O Daug brer of Sion! fear 
not - behold thy King cometh to thee, St. 
Matt. xxi. Rejoice, O my Soul! Rejoice, 
and Jet us be glad at this ſacred and holy Time. 
Behold ! Jeſus our Saviour and our King comes 
from Heaven to Earth, veſted with our human 


Nature and made like unto us. Go forth _ 


then to meet him in a Tranſport of Joy 'and 
Admiration. Let us join with the x Bice 
xepherds, and make one in their holy Com- 
any, Go to Bethlehem, and with them ſee 
and adore this great King of Heaven and Earth: 
there behold thy Lord and thy God, thy Crea- 
tor and Redeemer. Contemplate ban coming 
to thee poor, meek and humble. He makes 
his Entrance into this World cloathed with our 
Infirmities, and expoſed to all our Miſeries. 
Behold thy Kin Kae bu not an carthly Prince, 
not a Ng; onarch, but the King of Hea- 
| ven, 


'Y 


1 . S.QUI ILO@UK an 
ven. eternaly immortal. He pomes, not 
reign in the World as a. temporal Erince: 


de ſave the World by dying or: He comes: 
got in Pomp apd Grandeur, but in Ppvertys 
Humility e He comes, not that 


he may be feared, but be loved; 5: nat; that he 
may#righten;Sinners fram him e enden 
with his Power, but that he mar Gray them to 
him. by his Leere. ee, eee 
How happy are we, Oo my. Ou * in on 
Blefſ ings which this Day ſhowers, down upon 
the Sons of Adam / Tefus Chriſt comes out of, 
his great Love and Charity to ſave us and to- 
find us who were loſt. 'H's Love and our Mi- 
ſeries make him come. He comes to fave us 
from our Sins, to inſtru our Igno trance, nd 
to ſhew us the Way of Truth. He comes td 
aſſiſt our Weakneſs, and to draw our Minds 
from the Love of this World to that of Hea- 
ven, to fill us with all Good, and to free us 
from. all. Evil. He comes to give us eternal 
Happineſs in the Enjoyment of bimſelf; and 
that we might rejoice; he weeps; that we ms | 
become, rich, he makes himſelf. poor; that W 
might reign in Heaven, he comes down to. 
Earth for this it is that this Lord and Kir 8 
nan cometh unto thee. : 
O adorable Jeſus moſt worthy. to tbe. ek. : 
loved.) My. King and my God Thou art 
my only beloved. whom 1 deſire above all 
Things, and to whom I owe all that Tam 
and. Have. I know and firmly believe, that 
it is for my Sake e art anroc, , - of 
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Loves poor, weeks and, b 
me now to wait upon 
with Angels and 


1 A ES 8 5 i 
* | ; af. er 1 11 Ake E 5 OT a 


s 1 


F 
. 


+ 25 ; 


* 


® 
_ 
d 


* F- = 
REN - 4 * - * 4 
thee. -. 21 7; 373 * vr] El 4 <0; 


* 


» 


2 r 
* 


2 


e OE KY * n I. 1 yh e 1 x 5 rap 
4 2 5 rte an ee 0 rn 
„Hor diffetent, 0 my Soulz, 18. di | 
Infant from what he here ſeems tobe ef 
hs a 3 1 Body wel 
ing, elpleſs Ping upon à Att W, and 
yet he is the eternal Son of his eternal Tae 
the'Splendor:i of: his Glory, and expreſs Image 
nes. He is God; 2 A.. 


. 
* 


{ and yet, how, gr 
of: 7 Virgin Move 


— 
* b 
| 
a 
** = # 
% 
4 
N 2 d 4 
* £ . 
1 * 
C , 0 
5 > Wy be 2 
1 , 2 
nb * 
, - & 
by > * 
* 8 * 5 2 2 1 1 7 
s ms 8 
+ 2 * * 
* Lo ls "Wh « 
* I 1 
* 4 1 c 
N 8 — 1 
* . * 1 4 2 af 
" FX J 0 4 —_— 2 
* IJ " * * 
q 5 6 8 4. s 
> * - o * 4 — 1 : r 4 
. , * 6 ” . . N . : 8 2 ” * o > 2 * on F 
N 4 "| * : - 4 N , \ 4 1 4 
o : + 7 * . — 5 £53 _ . : 
4 ” . 4 5 : 4 q 
s — ** . : 1 y » p > i, 9 E 50. $3 ry N oe av 1 5 n 2 , 1 > a 2 x 
: : 1 * 1 „ 4 3 * 4 : * * 1 "BS 1 Fe . 1 1 4 - 4; 1 < £ $* * a," + Ty. | * A > 404 ea #20 WT; * 
& , C wt 5 * n 7 * p 388 8 * 2 * 2 1 bs chad £ 2 — + 8 1 4 Nn bes nn < 18 1 4 4 1 1 
- 4 1 n 9 e 3 * > : » 2 2 8 6 9 8 1 F * * a Q * 2 I : : \ + EET RES TIT IVE, 8 e 8 wy 2 EY, 
. ³˙¹·..t ð m e ,, 07 of FORD, PIT, APY ¾˙ USO I Een © TO PR ave . CCP  —  _ 


7 


5 ane, Soul ! Wo 
(Ore E Klus di 
? ano. 


by ; | re 70 1 
e the :Yea and el thut + 8 — x 
are El Work of his Hands. Hi 
Ns. This i: ent ef nde 
me, and Wie 8, Jay ivhich;has me et 
Lord. On this Day the Word is ue, 
come to dwell among us. This ts the Day 
which the Lord has made, let us be glad and re- 


jolte therein. Pſal, 1 17. Why at more . — 
ee for def red a "— 


fin — e ; * 5 
D' my adorable Savi e | 
fas Fw Go both. Toll r Jaw way e to 


— 


bs We 


ſin | ! ee. I oft 
198 5 no nd Voice” 5 the CK bits af* 
1 fy w_ aloud, G. e 7 Gai in D . 
Highe , and” with” , Sara | 


zun 7% he” Fight 


NFL CHING TN Wn 


e Infant ant” Jefüs! who comeſt | Ache 
54 the, . hs 1 *. the 74 8 
t Tho art“ e, 

who Cerec to fave and redeem * TU these 
be all Honour and Glory with the Father ark 
che Holy Ghoſt, World without End, Amen., 


LOT 7 21752. 


— 


N RY TPP An Y $4 63-2 : $4. taco © * * ' QY? FO 


. 4 * 5 R 1 
N Ind Vers 4k 13a dar Aster 


— 


| ame 


Al 22 2 NN 0 Sir 1 Te 7 TS N * 
aer Rc 8 


＋ 


4 8 655 Lene. N U 


int" 
| 2s 3 0 

: . ENS. 5 n 7 : : +5 2 es 1. TH 110 
2 n Th: ab e cd g He, 18 Hi 


Pa. en Ut 


i 


and . ev out Reflections "on the ere and | 
Merdies we enen I 'F 


#7 Þ 


ow: &.ye rr 26 28 Dt « | 6 5 2 5 ee N 8 *% 


f vos e e 6 — A et 1 . $i 


— 
— 5 \ 


F 


To; 


. 4, 
5 
4 
2 


II 274 


0 ad IO: 
ATA 1051 


0 4 * — * 72 


Third MAS 85 ; 


* 
- — 
* 1 * 
: þ* 
* Aſt +» Da ay, 3 1 
& * 4 1 4 


DOA a 4 ; * 
Sk 80 * SLE ; #43 or * 4 120 r 
! 5 be” : : 4 
The GOSPEL. st . Jobn b EY EY 
210 11A * 8 . * 
60 * ö $ IE 20, 915 TY 74 


££ 187 * 1 
ES. guts 0 48 od a. ; CP: 
* pK 125 $3 1. Mo e ts Ps Bo. 1 8 E 
Ki K Yeh Þ Ws tha 0s + #6. 35s 
| e EF et he ee Prieto. 


ors Þ was — * nd,” 


2255 


was Tie and the Lite Was the | 
5. And che Light Wineth i in 
bau There ——— ſent m | 
| * 7. This Man. | 
2 Witnety; to give Teſtimony of the 
| 105 that a Men might belere through 
Hin e e was not the Eight but Was, co 
Wof the Light. g. That wma 
a *, wich enlghtength eery Man 
the Gif hto: this Word. ro He was in 
the Whila, and the World was made by-bim, 
a Would Knew im not. Ale 


CE 
">, 


LD 3.8 


12 


7 
wth 


* * 


<: * F \ 
*x £ 


8 * & K 


into lie . own, 8 him not. 
2. But as many as. received of 8 then 


to: them 


Power to. be mage, the Sous 6 

t of — 95 Hor of 't the 4 

nor the Will of Man, but of Ged. 11. And 

the Word was made Fleſh; and dwelt among 
nd, 5e ſaw þ is. Glory, the Glory as it 


f the e only bates 9 her) 9 


8 


4 4 of Genes and Train, ; 8 . 4 9 4 90 

2 1 2 70 4 IT © | IF 
| R E F L E C X I, 0 N. 8 5 
El 185 ry 1 by K | I: jb 3 3% 18. - BET, +. HE $0 


In this holy. Goſpel is prop Phe to our ſerious 
Conſideration the admirab!e and ineffable My- 
Rery ef the divine Word, made Eleſhy- A 
Myſterpto\be conſidered with, great rare gn 
d Attention. The ingreated Word, the 
cetera =o 10f, God the Father, Fits. | 
a rnal With the Father, aud. befor 
Mie 5 Word by whom all! 
: e —— nom ade Fleſh x 


c 8 „not, with, 
Voie © Oran to rendite hom this gan h 
Fat With eagle Ig and a fi 


Said Souls e Pa 
: Stien; Love, 8 

7E( und ado; 
ticuptbufſy is a en 'Ra 
tion. Ze who will: arch, Wh 


8 Gag . — aal T9 POET TOY 
2274 At the third gn 7 2 ay. | 
1 WE may 1 e e ene 
SAS In a | of of Coq. 1 : : 7 y A . 


e . The V ta 
We Oh. 8 


"2 5 — Le Ml, : 

; 00 1 woe Humanit Wt; 
« be 

BY B 


+4 4 
4 
4 4 2 
* 6 # 
Wt the vity into 


ne by Ee Roe of” e E 
<< Unity 2 Ferſon. Fer a8 ten bel 


=, aid Hleſ is ene Man, fo. God and 0 ti, 


1 
8 * 
* 
. 


ane Shriſt . h "this! 


A 4 . » 


Bs in - : 
br ft * eo COOK 


* ſays * ie ths true h e e 
. 8 came, into! the 5 

* — Inder ag rt Gi the: Know! edge; of 

FEE Fo: F0: A . ern -v et, , ank.a 


— 


2 


2 — ourſelres with . E. 
duni, Shaw af Dew ation, and, go no 
Et Qur Me: ta nhiſf ba touched Wich a 
wg En Hoes 
| f tons: to j 

2 . | 7 am} AQions, 


ns came. into. Jres Works « tor * Hime 
the hai wicked W — 
£3: 3 H 4 | what 


— 


5 Fn Es ves 25 
1 made Mans 0 22 


e 


=» "ki b [2 r a B and, n "ro tem 

© matted to a Participation of the wine N. 
thre, ſcorn. to degenerate, or, returt E 
Tow thy 5 go FE Lern. ie bw —4 

rom a ſerious Conſider 2 
EY: ne” Ward. has done for. — Er 
-Eritinal Ingratitude of not making a right U 
en deen , Of t is St. Jobn 1 | rhen 
he Ja 85 8 Ns e ns Word 2 in the Tart, 
5 e e mat. K. 3 | 
en 0 ve? l 


wid Teceive ine 
Rauen ra Tait 1 . op, y would * os : 
Hep ug in a Stab 4 die Son. e | 
Virgin Ebac to a pobr Carpenter, But Pot. 
: on ele Jews thus ſhewed. their Ingratitude 3 
2 8 are — a and too * of 
2 = 


Pride 2 1 ov 
mittance to Bis- Hal 
bai? immod 1750 N of 0 


— * Their 
* 24 


Ghote eg and Revenge Rabe N 
cg b "Patferice, Vie ekneſs 


er Bis faving' Grace while they thus 
efuſt* rd know him, but will teje&.them as 
MP ine roudScribes” and Phatiſces Anon 
the Jews. 25 Such Chfiſtians how, that above 

E Light is come * 7 TOs "they. 


5.2 i gc! ” Far i abt mo 
Hig the one, that, we may hot Incur 'the 
feb u ela the Devotions” of this 
555 With" feridus Neſblutions to co-oets rate 
| wich the Grace of God manifeſted "to: us 
the Myltety. of. Rpt 1 B55 55 'holy, Fe Va 
that ri h 2 U5. 
3 Et: us: 5705 Our. 
ve. ma ardehtly 1915 1 
tit if this * lde 4 


* 
by . 5 © 
my — „4 "Bk 
Jin : . fo * 8 * 1 . q > ou Ts . 
if WW. e -o A r a> he? ©. 4 
*# IL. * , 
"448 


*# * 


eh e 


Klus 160 Wale Jenthid var ban gt Sc DS 
70 N oy; t A 4ruþ af avoy Neff bis 


b NA. * O NS oc 
A wah * 1 3 * # 


ding, "air 
ding. to th 
A 91 


Speak to mag 
woken: thy Nees and ming Voice. 24 
me 


* 


5 18 af ma 
me not de deaf to thy divine Calls, 2. Kb 
=, Back upon thee. ee me the Way: of 


Rh 1 was Ui to replenil 
2 5, ound. ITY Heart. with the. 
| hieb Das 


* 


40 1 85 M FS) | has! wro 10 


Love has made thee Be 
— Man. 0 that the ſame 1 ov 
mig She. transform. me 


CE os 
' — 8 5 8 * 
4 
* * 1 
_ er 2 r 
* 5 K 7 "Ko $ £ % 4 5 
2 24 1 $ "7 72 * 2 4 J bs 8 9 os, 7 1 
» 
** 
A Nen 
: ; * . * 
5 , 
# 2 « 
2 : - 4 - K 45 


— 
- 4 


* 
* 
* 
— 


J 


Ling 


* po Oe 
br FN 0 folly Fil N 01: ed 
A are nenen NULL: SOR 
en rr 


© 1 * Is my *, ” « 
9 ® * 6 , - > + 7 
WE . 4 a. FF „„ „ 7 het $4 , #4 Av 
* 14 Wn. 2 — 5 L 4 : - * 1 8 = =) > — 7 % *% @ 2 8 ry 82 „ 3 * . Uo 5 7 * 
172 : . > . *. 144 
* « * * 


USL. 16? 76: * 11 2; na D B27; 29Þ $0436} 
erte (3: 197; ft: . cole. br e 280 GL 


eri ee, 


N n ee e eee £1; 


4 


* 
95 + * £2 1 = 
} x od 
1 * 


Anne Nn 


4 RISTM, A SDA: 


Fan Je tos r bs an 1 r n 


. . 9 NM 


of EE wn. 3 as 4 
Sers i e i IO) 47 * AN S 
2 % . 10 


85 
14 Bad * * 45 * 5 
500 . HE 1 5 114. 4 8 21 6 Þ} 10 3715 20. 
* 
. Ku ” 55 % of" Fe" Y of : 4 {6 25 
VVV „ ei 
og * 48 x; : 3 2 4 Fs ©; * \ 1 2 4 | F225 2 * 'z 7 4 # 
* 451 e * L655 & $a $243 .+ 12 6 17 1 8 * 1. N — 
: 1 3 ; 8 3 + * 1 * 0 * n N 
; r R * >> x 941 3 ; 3+ 8 . g 4 phe > ©" 
ae rf 67 90 L 58d. meld? 


i ay 22 1855 Beer made; 
7 2 1554 eren ber . Pha: exvii. 
us be glad and rejoice; O my Soul! "foe 
this i the glorious Day which Pas brought 
true Life and Haf ppineſs o all Mankind. Ie 
8 divine Word''is Ee Flein, and i is come to 
tral with ds, and bring Peace to all" the 
wy 5 me, let us rejotee” to bur Lord; 
8 ling 7 the God d er Salyation. "Ab 
a fer "there was à juſt Occaſion for 
* fad Valé of "Pears; this 
6 bf dae The i e 


1 9900 Heart 545 


£ 575. aud 1 2 
5 erh Choirs, and ic den fog Che 


+. 


iy he, 1% 0 in. rags: 2 To 
e nie ets ms (tel 2 caſo! 
Hela, ſay, they, zwe denoun You” 


oy? 


2 5 is hy 86 to . you. a. bg 
dings! O-happy: Neps I * | 

| World. is come, the long e 0 

aur en £0 1 . 


ſafes to be born of a 1 5 1 and to made 
Man. The Word is made Fleſh, PL 
lebiate his Nativity, let us be 'glad and ee | 
therein, 15; 

How ISL 7 my p Soul, {ROY the 
Goodneſs and Bounty of God to Man appear! 
Wben de Arſt made Man it was by ang fü 
Word; of bis omnipotent Power. Wich the 
ama Facility and Eaſe he could have fayed. us, 
N amal ot redeein ws ab Tg f A Rate. 
Lope, to fave. us he ſpoke mw h, did me 
altered ae 70 fave and 18d 


| —— 2 
bs, was Hollow ATE, | 


* AY 


; 4 . : wn 1b 2 | 
11 n A c 
| 7 -and e 


. ! -adore Mes. 
2 == CG 1 | 
deſfre to approacty thy 55 ee ell, 
F anck admire that Cha God? 
e O divine Jefas | my wal 
fhewn King! 9 art a King, c | 
was ne ok ng s. Where is thy ere an hy A Ar 
is 1 5 Big — is Fg A we 
m Fer 
Se ee © Sable, no | «$40 1 8 
— 25 


Gs 4 — are "his rl 2 Fhe: 
and St. J, 2 uo typ nt emp 9 >: 
Heaven. And the Shepherds __ ets he 
Mes returned to their F rec ners; 
i in e left alone unrega N 
Is, 3 T wilt Wait nee 


Here I wie, 
attend upon tbes, the Stab 
a wil ſhalt deaweime h | 
. i ee 


| there D be my ont — ko 1 i Bf fi 

edit ten lic 5: SY} ee 'Wiika 
hrs ee 1 r is an hee | 
Faid N 1218⁰ $281 150 "xz leaded erfror 


here 5 — Al oh Gery "Har 
we might approach to him without Pear, bene” 
treat familiarly with him. In Confidencæ ol 
this his Bounty and Goodneſs draw near te 
him. If his Grandeur as God terrifies you; if 
your ow]un Unworthineſs may juſtly make y 

prehend, let his Bounty, his Sweetneſs, as a 
Saviour, and his ardent Love draw you to him. 
He rejects no Man. He invites all, and every: 
one has free Acceſs te him. He puts/himelf 
in this ee that bn ſwectly dra 
us to Him. Jene un. Q Avine Infant 7. 
Fadore thee, 2 abrac ſo- 


| and Jappineſs of oy goals = 
And now, what ſhall I Pk f mp 
God and my All! divine incarnate Word 
Redeemer of Mankind! what ſhall T further”; 
ay? Having endeavoured to honour [thee in 
this annual -ommemoration;: of thy holy and 
1 humble Birth of: the Bleſſed Virgm, may the” | 
 Mtmwry of this thy matvellous Bounty be 
deeply grafted on my Heart ! may I never for- 
ger 
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N D his Father and: Mother were. won - 
. „ Lat thoſe Things which were ſpoken 
um. 34. And Simeon bleſſed them, 
2 aid to . his Mother: Behold. this - 
Child is ſet for the Fall, and for the-Reſurree- ] 
tion of many in Iiradl,. and for a Sign which 
pours "cantradicted,; (35s And "thine. own 
| nd * 4 piergez; that out of many 


Ft Haſband ſeven Years fi Cs | 
37. :And-ſhe was. a Widow: until fourſcore and 
four Vears: who departed not from the Tem- 

ple, by Faſtings and Prayers ſerving Night and 
11 38. Now ſhe at the ſame Hour coming 

confeſſed to the Lord; and poke of him 

| 40 all that looked for the Redemp tion; of Ifrael. 
after they had ond all -hings 


according to the Law of the Las, they, . 
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14 1 And. the Child. AA and, waxed ſtrong 
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ages Church, on ts Fun 3 Ws Oe- 
tave of Chriftmas, reads to 4 her Children; a 
very ſerious Leſſon; and 727 Poe, in. Mind, 


"that although the Nativit CObrift i is 
truly a Subject of great 10 1 in Ne happ de- 
*< my len he came into the Wo kay £3 fo - 


: Mat „ yet this Joy may e 0 
temipered with a holy: Fear and App rehenſton 
8 our loſing, by our Fault, the t d 
"figned--by- his: coming. into the World. - 
[Holy Evangclft informs us, that en dere 
A Pod taken the divine Infamt Jeſks, in his 
„ having. bleſſed God for lettit bien fee 
ten promiſed N Aeffas, he told the Heſſe I: VIf- 
En, that the Child was ſet for the Ruin and 
eſurrection of many. e! Chriſt came into 
"he World for the Reſurrection and! Salvation 
of every ene, and if he proves the Ruin of 
Ws it is- becauſe they- ahuſe his Goc dne os, am! 
I wilfully committing, . and livin Sin, 
"fruſtrate and Sap int one great d. 4 the 


Te .into. of, namely, to .detiroy 
n and overetro is the Kingdom: of: it; | 
RE. came into oh Won for the 
Sarnen of all Mankind, and does fincerely 
Helire that every ene ould be ſaved! is a ber- 
; tain 
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„ Jr. tits” the Son of God betartie man: for 
"this he was born of the” Bleſſed Virgin, and 
980 ubolt a Cros. It is no” Jeſs true that all 


en Win net de fived: many wilt be etertialty 
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This our Bleffed Lord fimſe ae Ving 
a 7 any art called, but few are choſen, St. Mat 
"Kit. 2 affiices us, that narraw is pw Wy 
Which leads tu Lift, "ant 164 there are who f 
, ibid" C. vil. © As theſe are the Words 74 
40 ck himfelf;/ they deferue ank require 
 ſeritus . that we may a ts | 
1 "ourfelves By erfongcus conelubitig chat 
bkcauſe Chriff is born into” the Work a8 t 
lde Time all our Work is done, chit Hons | 
Fequired of us to be ſaveck by. him than to be- 
Heve this Myſtery: Chriſt indeed is come into 
the World to Rue us, but he ecpects We 
e co: ech with him, 6 "Se do fomiethitfy 
HW; un this Salve gut Fence on | 
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reſule to obey tbe. 
| 39, my dear and adorable Redermer, | let x me 
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| giving | 
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ut Sunday within 5 Deer of C 


Sing aue this Defire; perſett,"dear el f 
what thou haſt begun, and grant that 1 may 


i me, and 1 in thee. Gal. ii. 


23 increaſe i in. thy Love. 


O. Jeſus, my divine pot WEE Maſter; 51. 
| the moſt aa Pattern of all Perſection 


give me Grace to imitate thee ; then ſhall I 


top y rejoice in thy holy Nativity, and find thee | 
the 


true Saviour of my Soul. Did Love thee, 


O' Life of my Soul! Did I love thee, dear 
Redeemer, as I ought, how ſolicitous and care- 
full ſhould T be to pleaſe thee and imitate thee - 


Children, naturally imitate their Parents, and 
who ſo much my Parent as thou, O thou - 


boys Author of my Life, and Giver of 


that T have? Let me hen copy after thee, ! 
and follow the admirable "Example thou haſt” 


ſet me. Transform me, deareſt” Jeſus, to- 


tally into thee, that J may live, rot drone 
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Cuſtom of of the Feaſt. 43. And . * ful- 
filled the Day ys, when they returned, the 
' Child Feſus mined in Feruſalzm ; and his 
Parents knew it not. 44. And thinki that 
he was in the Company, they came a ay's 
Journey, and ſought him among their Kins- 
folks and Acquaintance. 45: And not finding 
him, they, returned into Jerigſalem, 3 7 
him. 46.. And it came 2 "pa, that after 
three Days they found him in the Temple, 
ſitting in the Malt of the Doctors, hearing 
them, and aſking them Queſtions. 47. And 
all that heard him were aſtoniſhed at his Wiſ 
. and his Aae. 48. And e him 
. 
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they wondered. And his Mother ſaid: Son, 
hy haſt thou done ſo to us? Behold thy 
Father and J have ſouglit thee ſorrowing. 49 
And he faid/to them: How is it cher yon Taugt | 
me? Did you not know, that ] muſt be 
' about my Father's Bulineſs 50. And they 
underſtood not the Word that he ſpoke unto 
them. 51. And he went down with them, 
and came to "Nazareth : And was fabj ect to 
them. And his Mother-kept all theſe Words 
in her Heart. 52. And Jeſus advariced in 
Wiſdom and Age, and Grate with God Lo 
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REFLECTIONS. 
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The Goſpel of this Day gives us an Y 
count of our Bleſſed Saviour's being loſt by his 
Parents; and being found by them i 5 the Tem- 
| ple: Of his going from thence with the, Bleſ- 

led Virgin = St. Poſe; pb, his ſuppoſed' Father, 
to the City of Nazareth; and of his Obedi- 
. ence and. i en, to them. In this Goſpel 
we have ample Subjects for our Admiration, 
and moſt excellent Leſſons for our Inſtruction. 
We may conſider the 10 Devotion of Pefurs 
| .who at the Age of twelve Years went With 
his 2 0 Ter uſelem to the F eaſt of the 
1 'Paſchy, or P Vers and, they. returning, aid 
| behind among the „ 2 of the Law, bear- 
ing and aſking them Queſtions. * We m ay te- 
flect upon his Humility and Obedience, ſubjeQ- 
ing munlelf to the Bleſſed Virgin and St. 2 

b 
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Jehb, though ſo very far inferiour to him. His 
private and hidden Li 
Attention, remaining with them till he was 
thirty Years of Age, unregarded by. others, 
and eſteemed only as a Carpenter's, 


ife juſtly claims our ſeriqus 


It was a Law given by God to the. |; Fette, 


"that every one ſhould go je to Feruſa em at 


the ſolemn Feaſt of the Paſchts and the Bleſ- 
ſed Virgin and St. Fo/eph, in Obedience to this 
1 aw, went up every Year to the Capital of 
 Fudea. Our Bleſſed Lord, when he was 


twelve Years of Age, went up with them: 


he did not ſeek any Exemption on Account of 
his young and tender Age, or from the Length 
of the Way. Being come to FJeruſalem = 


ſtaid till the Days of the Feſtival were finiſhed; 
and then his Parents returned; but the Child 


Jeſus remained behind; and was found by 


them after three Days in the Temple, ring 
among the Doctors, hearing and aſkin 

- Queſtions. He was not. ſatisfied with dag / 
performed what the Precept of the Law f je 
quired, but with great Devotion continued 
in the Temple to hear the Doctors expound 
the Law, taking Occaſion from thence to 4 
them Queſtions; by which, and 3 his 
Iwors, all who heard him were a ſtoniſhed 1155 


"Iron. When he Was Nat 2 his . ; 

ful Parents, he gave no other Reaſon 

ing behind, but that it behoved him to 2 

Played ee his Father's Buſineſs.” All thoſe 
Circumſtances are recorded by the Evangeliſt, 


for. our InftruRionz. 15 from them: in 1 


196 Fig Sunday after Epiphany. 
learn to dedicate our early Years to the Service 
of God; to begin in our Youth to ſerve him, 
and to frequent the publick Worſhip of God' 
in the Church. Parents are here particularly 
taught, from the Example of the Bleſſed Vir- 
in and St. Joſepb, to carry their Children with 
them to the Houſe of God; not out of Cu- 
ſtom, or for Faſhion Sake; but out of a Prin- 
. ciple of Religion, and a Senſe of theit Duty. 
From'the Anſwer of Jeſus to the Bleſſed Vir- 
gin, we may learn that our great and chiefeſt 
| Buſineſs is to do what our heavenly Father re- 
quires of us, and to ſeek his Glory in all we 
do. What he requires of us, and what is 
truly and properly the Buſineſs he will have us 
employed in, is to labour for the Salvation of 
our Souls, % This chiefly demands our Care; 
and to wich all other Affairs muſt give Blace, 
as it is the one Thing neceſſary. For this 


Reaſon our Bleſſed Lord bids us ſeek. hrit the 


1 Kingdom of God, and the Juſtice or Righte- 


ouſneſs of it. St. Matt. vi. From the Anſwer 
of Jeſus Chriſt to his Virgin Mother, we may 
learn what we are to reply to the Devil, the 
World and the Fleſh, when they tempt or ſo- 
licit us to Sin. If they aſk why we abandon 
"them, and will not hearken to them, let our 
Anſwer be: Tt behoves me to be employed 
about thoſe Things which are my Father's 
" that is, his Glory and my own Salvation 
impoſſible to be tende to as it ought, or to 
* be accompliſhed, while we hearken to the 
r of the Devil and the Fleſh, TY 
addi 
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addict ourſelves to the ſinſul and forbidden 7 
: Pleaſures of the World. 

Loet us here. likewiſe. ſeriouſly reflect upon 
the Humility and Obedience of Jeſus Chriſt, 
and from his holy and admirable Example learn 
how we are to practice theſe neceſſary Virtues, 
The Humility and - Obedience -of Jeſus Chriſt 
are admirably expreſſed by the Evangeliſt in 
theſe Words; Erat ſubditus illis, He was ſub- 
ject to them; that is, to the Bleſied Virgin, 
and St. Joſeph, his ſuppoſed Father. Im con- 
Ldering the Obedience of. Jeſus to his Parents, 
ve may admire the g eat Perfection with which 
Mary and Joſepb c. mmanded, and with which 
*J-ſ:s cbeyed. With what . Refpe& and Deic- 
rence did- "the Bleſſed Virgin command her Son, 
whom, at the fame Time, ſne knew to be her 
ſupreme Lord! St. Jeſeph, as Chief of that 
holy Family, was reſpected by both, and the 
holy Jeſus oheyed him as one who. held the 
Place of God. He obeyed his Virgin Mother 
and St. Jeſeph in Silence, with Reſpect and 
with Joy. O admirable Obedience, the moſt 
perfect that ever was practiſed upon Earth! It 
ſeems evident from Scripture, that in Conſe- 
quence of this Obedience, our Bleſſed Saviour 
did aſſiſt St. Fo/eph, and work with him at his 
Trade of a Carpenter, to relieve his own and 
his Parents Poverty, and to gain a Subſiſtance 
in a poor laborious Way. "With what Senti- 
ments may we ſuppoſe the Bleſſed Virgin and 


her eſpouſed Huſband received the Services of 


r 


ſuch a Son? How did they admire his humble 
* I 


18 Fiss Sunday ofier Epiphany. 
and condeſcending Behaviour! A Subject truly 
worthy of Admiration, to behold this Man 
God ſubject to a Creature, the increated eter- 
nal Word cbedient to a Carpenter, and the 
ſovereign Lord of the Univerſe ſubmitting; to 
the moſt mean and humble Offices. What 
we are to learn from hence is to be humble, 
and to obey our Superiours, and thoſe to whom 
by any Title or Obligation we are ſubject. 
Obedience is a Virtue moſt acceptable in the 
Sight of God. Obedience is better than Sacri- 
fice, and to hearken than the Fat of Rams, 1 
Sam. xv. Obedience is a ſafe and ſure: Way 
to Heaven. Tt is the Guardian and careful 
' Nurſe of all other Virtues, productive of moft 
happy and deſirable Fruits. The obedient 
Man ſhall ſpeak Victories. Prov. xxi. 10 
this Virtue the holy and mellifluous St. Bernare 
thus: exhorts us: Learn, O Man, to obey; 
Earth, learn to be ſubject; learn, Duſt, to 
Gi, ſubmit. Be aſhamed, proud Aſhes; God 
„ kumbleth himfelf, and do you exalt your- 
“ ſelf? God ſubtnits himſelf. to Men, and 
do you ſeek to domineer and prefer yourſelf 
*© before your Maker ? If being Man your- 
*6-felf, you ſcorn to follow the Example of 
_ Mani, ſurely it will not be benen . to 
follow your Creator.“ | 
This Humility of Feſus Chriſt appears fur- 
ther conſpicuous and inſtructive from his hid. 
den and private Life, remaining with his Pa- 
Tents, unknown and unregarded by others, and 


eſteemed: by thoſe who fa him to be no more 
| than 
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than the Son of an ordinary. Man, who was a 
poor Cafpenter. Thus, obſcure and private 
did our Bleſſed Saviour paſs his Time till the 
thirtieth Year, of his Age, when he was bap- | 
tized by St. Jahn, and entered upon his divine 
Miſſion, and began to preach his Goſpel. By - 
this his hidden Life he teaches us to love a Liſe 
of Privacy, and willingly to ſubmit to an 
humble and laborious Station, if God has placed 
us in a Condition drs us to work and 
labour for our Living. We may learn alſo that 
true Sanctity does not altogether conſiſt in great 
and glerious, Actions, which may draw the 
Eyes and Praiſes of others upon us, but R 
anctifying ourſelves in our Profeſſion, in that 
State of Life wherein God has placed us, with 
great and ſincere Humility, and by perfect Diſ- 
engagement from this World. The Life of a 
true Chriſtian: is a Life hidden with Cbriſt in 
God. Coll. iii. If called forth into the 
World, and whe obliged by the Rank and 
Station. we hold, to appear in. Publick, even 
then we mult retain a Deſire of being known 
only te God, and to. pleaſe him only. His 
Glory and the Edification of our Neighbour 
muſt be the Motive and the End of our Ac- 
tions. If we are haſty aud eager to appear in 
Publick, and to ſhew our Talents, that others 
may admire and praiſe vs, we, give great Rea- 
ſon to ſuſpect that Pride and Vanity have too 
great an Influence over us, and that we are 
Strangers to the hidden Life of Chriſt, who, 
though he daily Wewfin Wiſdom and Grace, 
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A "the Fanz zelt e; xpreſles it, yet | 
to make himſelf Kon till tbe er "Tits 
came for him to deelare who he was, 55 tor 
what End he came into the World. 


ASPIRATIONS. 


1 Jeſus, my adorable Maſter! way the to 
practiſe this excellent Virtue of Obedience, 
| which thou didſt fo much eſteem, and of which 
thou haſt fet me ſo admirable, an Exam ple. 
Thou art my ſovereign Lord, and ſhall J pre- 
ſume to diſobey thee? No, dear Lord. ell 
me what thou requireſt of me, and I will im- 
mediately comply. What thou demandeſt of 
me, before all other Things, is, that I love 
thee. This is the firſt Commandment thou 
giveſt me, the firſt Injunction thou layeſt upon 
me; it is a Commandment of Love, and 87 
J find any Difficulty ts obey this Command 
No, deareſt, adorable Saviour, no. I wilt 
love thee, td becauſe I love thee, I will for 
ever in all Things. obey the. 

O Saviour of Mankind, who, with great 
Humility didſt remain fo many Years in an 
humble Privacy and Retirement, unknown and 
unregarded, root out of my Heart all Pride 
and Ambition, all Deſire of Oſtentation, and 
of the vain' Eſteem 2nd Applauſes of Men. 
My God ! I am always preſent with thee, and 
thou beholdeſt me wherever I am. This 
ſhall ſuffice me, and if J gain thy Love, and 


am KNOWN to thee for ſuch as thou deſireſt me 
to 
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to be, I ſhall be infinitely happier than all the 
Praiſes of this World can make me. What is 
human Applauſe or Eſteem but a little Smoak, 
inconſtant and vain? Shall T hazard the Love 
and Approbation of my God, to gain ſuch an 
empty Notyog 7 Ah no | May this F * be 
far from me 5 

I adore thee, 0 Jeſus, I adcte thee in this 
thy humble Retirement. I adore thee in thy- 
holy Poverty. May I be content with a lew 
and mean Station, which may cover me from 
the Eyes of this World, and render me like 


to thee. - Thou hideſt thyſelf from the Wiſe 


and Prudent of this World, and doſt reveal 
thyſelf to the little Ones, to the Poor in Spi- 
rit, and humble of Heart. Communicate th 

ſelf to me, dear Lord; diſcover to me oh 
Treaſures of thy hidden Life, that I may 45 
ſire nothing but "hes. ſeek nothing but thee 
and LR all my ht in thee: 


1 . 
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The GOSPEL. 8. 5 l. 1 


N the third 2 Day there was a 
in Cana of Galilee : and the Mother. of 
Telus was there. 2. And Jeſus was alſo in- 
- ited, and his Diſciples to the Marriage. 18, 
And the Wine failing, the Mother of Je 
faith to him: They have no Wine. 4. And 
Je eſus faith to her: Woman, what is it to me, 
' And to thee? My Hour is n6t yet come. 5. 
His Mother faith 5 the Waiters : Whatf6ever 
| He ſhall ſay to you, do 6. Now there 
were ſix Water-pots of 8 according to 
the Manner of the purifying the Jews, con- 
taining two or three Meaſures apiece. 7. Je- 
ſus ſaith to them: Fill the Water- pots with 
Water. And they filled them up to the Brim. 
8. And Jeſus faith? them : Draw out now, 
and carry to the chief Steward of the Feaſt. 
And they carried it. 9. And when the chief 
Steward had taſted the Water made Wine, 
and knew not whence it was; but the Waiters 
knew who had drawn the Water; the chief 
Steward calleth the NEN 10. And 
ſaith to him: Every Man at firſt ſetteth forth 


00 Wine, and when Men have well * 
en 
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then, Poco whinh. is is wotſe. But thou haſt 

ood. Wine until now. 11. This 
4 of Mir did Jeſus in Cana of 
Galitee: 1 manifeſted his W and his 
| ifciples | believed i in him. | 


.REFLECTIO ONS. 


F. rom our Bleſſed Saviourts being "invited to 
a. Mar riage Feaft, and from his honguring it 
| this holy . Preſence, . and contr uting to 

pi *ealt by miraculouſly changing ater into 
Wine-t0 ſupply. the. Wants of ls who werg 
- preſent, we may 1 infer that at proper 

1 . Angrupon. pre N 8 


it ments "with his Pre ſence, which neverthe- 
$ he vouchſafed to do, not only at. the Mar- 


but al * 
| LE 243 5 00 e 
Ut, 


| Mas wo tek gs Fad 


e ought. to öſe the 
| World Which his Prone | 
beltows, upon us. From hence 775 may Jearn 
to to regulate our E ert me 
_ we regale Nat ure in an. innocent Way, we 
may Rot abuſe His! 3 off Im. 
| Jen 0 let b in ſome N as, the 
e 


1 een 


et. To t while 5 
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we obſerve, that the Bleſſed 
Son, faying : They have 2 


705 „eh 
all Feäalts have one whoſe Buſineſs it gs 
take Gare that nothing indecent W and 
that no aerger e Fond ny "Perſe Mn 
Was called Architriclinus, or chief Ste wa 


In all our Entertainments we ſhould, in ſome 
Fo Meaſur e, imitate this Cuſtom, and let a Senſe 


of the Preſence of God beholding what we 9 
and a Conſideration of the. true End ack of 


 Recreations and Diverfions' ſip ply. the l 
an Architriclinus, or Ruler of our Feafts, 
which they may be regulated with that M 


ration and Prudence as may exhilerate the _ 


Tits, refreſh the Body, and render us more — 
And diſpoſed to apply ourſelves to our more ſe- 
rious and weighty Concerns.” Were F eaſts 


among Chriſtians thus managed, Jeſus woult 
honour them with his Prifenice, and even turn 
Water into Wine, ſanctifying by his Grace 


"thoſe corporal Refreſhments Which may be 


compared to Water, making t them Means af 
advancing in Spirit, whereby our Souls ma "ig 
filled with the good Wine & \ piritiiat Con is 


tions Ster 12 71 I G. 


In our ReneAigns ö on this G96 


1 we! may fur- 
ing ih perceiving 


the Gueſts Wanted Wine, f Tpoke t to her divi 
Mine. She aid no 


more, as knowing it was enough to have r. pro- 


ſented the Want they v were in. Jeſus re replied 


Homan, what haſt thou 2 do with meP * ». My | 
Hour is not get come. In which Re 
ſeemed not to mind what ſhe' 00 neyt Gate 


he granted her Petition, and by 2 Mi 


fa : 


| 
| 


N 4. and 1 * Ir Kin #6 You, St. L. 


pp e Achat was ati F rom. -this.C 


_ cuinſtance we may dram owe uſeful Int kn 
erz relative to true Charity to our Neigh- 


ür, and with Regard to the" Confidence we 


ought, to bave in God. With what Gvodneſs 
and Concern did the Bleſſed Virgin obſerve | the 


Want of Wine, and timely to prevent an 

Confuſion! to the: Bridegroom,- addreſſes herſe 
to Jeſus Chriſt in! their Behalf 8 Tree Ch 
rity to our Neighbour will make us, on Occa⸗ 
3 prevent his Wants, and ſpare oY 4 bert 
tous Object the Trouble and Difeulty of aſſe- 
= g. Auer generous Acts of Benevolence are 
bly. pleaſing to God, and will greatly add to 
Merit of ou Charities and tele ing dur 
ty Meri # They are Matks of a truly noble 

as Well as of a ' Chriſtian Spirit, and cert⸗ 
and-indubitable Prof of our loving our Neight 
bour as durſelves. From the Anfwer of Jeſus 
Chriſt - his Virgin Mother, and his afterwards 


-changi g Water into Wine, we may learn "this - 


neceſl; 5 A500 uſeful Leſſon: That altiough 
God fal ſeems not to hear Gr N 

or to regard our Prayers; yet it is not Me 
he is excher ine or unable to granit uf Re. 
queſts, but that he may Exerciſe our Faith and 
our Patience, 


and has promi ear our Prayers, —— | 


. K 1 % ˙VꝛB̃ OY 


and to Aesch us to reſign dur- _ 
ſelves up to him, and to wait with humble 2 

Submiffion till he beſtows his Favours upon us. 
He deſires that in all our Wants and Neceffi- 
ties we ſhould Ra ve 8 ecourlſe to him by Prayer, 


— A ED TAS 77” — - bs 
4 


farth good Wine : 5 and en they hav 7 5 


ee Here, Hal the 


tay hen Epi ha 


Baer, he does N n our 
deten, Wade us Ane, we Aſk k,, 290 


ben of i is Would be a to . 
times he grants our 15 

long waited, and begged Frith reiterated 8¹ 
plications, and herein maintains his own abſol! 
Sovereignty, lets us ſee,our. entire 1 un de : 
upon. him, and tries our, Fidelity, 
good Time, and which is always the. beſt, - 
reward our Perſeyerance, by granting our er 
ſires in more ample Manner. 7 
Our Bleſſed Sor. having changed the N 
inte Wine, bid the Servants carry it te. 15 
Ruler of the Feaſt; who hay 2 taſted i los 6 
to thæ Bridegroom: Ever n fi 


well, then that which. is whores gs Zat thou: aj 
Hept the good Nine until NAW. JT Here we. have 
an excellent and g Ne Bu 
the different Tongue b. V 10 q.the. 


in our Regard. }. at hr 
us ſeemingly. good Wine and when. F 185 
drank well. of it, then on 5 10 


It here flatters „ 
tites witk the falſe (rig 
affords. It offers to us Waben Pie 6 1 


Pleaſure, with which the Minds of too m 
are ſo far intoxigated, Fe to. Ae Ne "neglect 
the better and more ſubſtantial Wan, 1 hings of 


by thus: firſt picketiting- W 


＋ Cans Fo . 
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good Wine, and in the ud. *. — we Yothe 
to die there remains nothing but the truly bit- 
ter Wine of Remorſe, Horror: and everlaſting 
Miſery. At the Hour of his Death the Sins 
her will find his ſad Miſtake, and too late re- 
pent his Folly. He will then find that he has 
drank his good Wine, and that nothing remains 

but the bitter Draught of Eterfiity. On the 

contrary” „God keeps the good Wine to the 
laſt: And if in the Beginning he ſerms to 
give his Servants and Followers bad Wine, in 
permitting them here to be exerciſed ' with 
OCroſſes, Troubles and Afflictions, yet, by the 
Aſſiſtance of his Grace, all thoſe Troubles and 
Croffes will be eaſy and pleaſant : The Bitter 
will be turned into Sweet, arid All thoſe ſeem» 
ing Hardſhips be terminated in a mioſt happy 
Concluſion. Then will be verified what out 
 Bleffed Lord by this Day's Miracle ſignified; 
the Waters, even the bitter Waters of all the 


Teroſſes and Afflictions of this World, all Mor- 


tification and Selfedenial will be changed into 
the good and delicious Wine of heavemy Com- 
forts arid eternal Happinefs. This is the Diffe- 
rence between the World ind God. tach 
of the two, Chriſtians, is the beſt Maſter? 
Which of the two is moſt eligible to be ſerved ? 
Will you ſerve the World, which, here in- 
deed, and at preſent, gives us ſotne ſeeming 
good Things, and at the End ꝓlunges us intb 
eternal Miſery? Or, will you ſerve God, who, 
if Fe gives us, at -firſt, that Wine _ is 
itter 


— . ——— 
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bltter and diſagreeable to corrupt Nature,. will 
at laſt fill us with the truly good Wine of in- 
effable Joy, and eternal Bliſs? O happy 
Change !* Let us then make a "wiſe Choice. 
Let us reject and deſpiſe this World and all its 
ſinful Allurements. Let us ſerve 5 and 


: _ wholly and alone to him. b 


ASPIRATIONS:| 1 1 
0 Jeſus; the true Bliſs of my Soul! the 


| Joy and Happineſs of all the Bleſſed in Hea- 
ven ! How infinitely good art thou] O how 


adorable are thy Counſels, O Lord! How 
ſtrangely endearing are the Ways of thy Love! 
How fweetly doſt thou draw us to thyſelf, by 
the generous Proffers which thou 84 to us 
Thou bideſt us not ſet our Hearts upon the 


World, in ſeeking after its falſe Pleaſures and 


vain Delights, and telleſt us of thoſe infinitely 
more ſubſtantial and deſerving Goods of the 
other World. Thou layeſt open to us the 
Deceitfulneſs of all earthly Things, that we 
may not be deceived by their falſe Appearance, 


and doſt graciouſly invite us to the higher En- 


Joywients- of thy-glorious Preſence.  - 
My God! Shall I be fo fooliſh as to rann 


the Lofs of thee, and the inconceivable Happi- 


neſs of poſſeſſing thee, for the vain Amuſe- 
ments of this World? Ah, no. I will never 


be ſo fooliſſi as to put any Thing here in Com- 


etition with thee, much leſs prefer any Thing 
before thee, O Jeſus ! there can be no true 
"oo. 


—. 


Nase ws, vehaue bans 808 
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Happineſs but in loving and ſerving thee.. This 
World can give nothing but empty Shows and 
deceitful Appearances, by which it ſeeks and 
endeavours my Ruin. But thou, my God 
in all that thou doeſt, deſigneſt for me no leſs 
than eternal Good. It is for this that thou 
here ſendeſt me Croſſes and Afflictions, 
which thy Grace makes eaſy, and thy Baunty 
will recompence. Yes, my God, thou wilt 
change all the Bitterneſs of this Life into eter- 
nal Sweets, and after my ſhort Labour give 
me eternal Reſt. I will then deſpiſe and con- 
temn this World, and all my Endeavours ſha 
be to ſerve thee. By ferving thee I ſhall be hap». 
py eyen here, and-infinitely more ſo hereafter. 
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\ The GOSPEL, St. Mar, vitil 1 
FN FREE Eh r /// ͤ . 
ND when he was come down from the 
11 Mountain, great Multitudes followed him. 
2. And behold a Leper came and adored him; 
ſaying: Lord, if thou wilt thou canſt make 


me clean. 3. And Jeſus ſtretching forth His 
Hand, touched him, ſaying : I will; Be thou 
made clean. And forthwith his Leproſy was 
cleanſed. 4. And Jeſus ſaith to him: See 
thou tell no Man ; but go, ſhow thyſelf to the 
Prieſt, and offer the Gift which Moſes com- 
manded for a Teſtimony unto them. 5. And 
when he had entered into Capharnaum, there 
came to him a Centurion, beſeeching him, 6. 
And faying: Lord, my Servant lieth at Home 
ſick of the Palſy, and is grievouſly tormented. 
7. And Jeſus ſaith to him: I will. come and 
heal him. 8. And the Centurion making An- 
ſwer, ſaid : Lord, I am not worthy that thou 
ſhouldſt enter under my Roof: but only ſay 
the Word, and my Servant ſhall be healed, 
9. For I alſo am a Man ſubje& to Authority, 
having under me Soldiers; and I ſay to _ 
4s; 0, 
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Go, and he goeth; and to another, Come, 
and he cometh; and to my Servant; Do this, 
and he doth it. 10. And Jeſus hearing this 
marvelled, and ſaid to them that followed him: 
Amen, I fay t o you, I have not found ſo great 
Faith in Iſuel. 11. And I ſay to you that many 
ſhall come from the Eaſt and the Weſt, and 
ſhall fit down with Abraham and Iſaac, and 
Jacob in the Kingdom of Heaven. 12. But 
the Children of the Kingdom ſhall be caſt out 
into the exterior Darkneſs: There ſhall be 
weeping and gnaſhing of Tecth. 13. And Je- 
ſus ſaid to the Centurion: Go, and as thou 
haſt believed, ſo be it done thee.” And the 
Servant was healed at the ſame Hour. i 


REFLECTIONS. 


The Miracles of *** Chriſt are no leſs in- 
ſtructive than wonderſul; and if in them we 
admire the Power and Goodneſs of our Bleſſetl 
Lord, we may from them find like wiſe excel 
lent Inſtructions. From the wonderful Cure 

of the Leper, and the Centurion's Servant, as 
related in the Goſpel of this Snaduy, and from 
the Manner in which they addreſſed themſelves 
to Jeſus Chriſt for Relief, we are taught how 
we are to have Recourſe to God in Order to 
be cured of the ſad Leproſy or Palſy cauſed by 

Sin, and with which our Souls may be infect 
They approached our Bleſſed Saviour with great 
Humility, and a lively Faith. How great their 
W was appears from what the facred 
| Penman 
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Penman relates. Our Bleſſed Lord coming 
from a Mountain, on which he had made an 
admirable and divine Sermon to his Difcip!es, 
a Lepet came to him, who, before he ſignified 
his Deſire, with great Reverence and Reſpect, 

adored him, and then without long Diſcourſes 
to move our Saviour to Pity, humbly preſents 
himſelf and his ſad Caſe in a ſhort but moving 
Manner: Lord, 1f thou wilt, thou can/t make 
me clean; and in his humble Repreſentation of 
his Miſery he did enough. The holy Jeſus 
was moved with Compaſſion, and cured him 
inſtantly by ſaying : I will, be thou made clear. 

The ſame. Humility appears in the Conduct of 
the Centurion. He begged of our Lord to 
heal his ſick Servant, and Jeſus ſad: I wi. l 
come and heal him. This the Roman Officer 
thought too great an Honour, and humbly re- 
plied: Lord, I am not worthy thou Jhould/t enter 
under the Roof of my Houſe. He declined the 
Honour: Jeſus Chriſt offered, and defired that 
he would ſpeak the Word only, perſuading 
himſelf that it was ſufficient to heal his Ser- 
vant. Theſe particular Circumftanccs are not 
recorded in the ſacred Scripture by Chance or 
Hazard, nor are they without Myſtery and 
Signification. From them we may learn with 
-what Reverence and Humility we ought to ap- 
proach Jeſus the Phyſician of our Souls. We 
muſt fall, down and adore him, and acknow- 
ledging our Unworthineſs, manifeſt to him 
the ſad State of our Souls when infected with 


the- 3 or troubled with the * of 
in. 
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Sin. Humility will render us, and our Peti- 
tions acceptable to him, and is a ſure. Means 
of Relief. The Prayer of the. Humble e 
- 9 the Clouds. Eccl. xv. 4 

If the Humility of the 2 and Centurion ” 
was great, their Faith was likewiſc ſtrong and | 
lively, and equally inſtructive. They firmly 
believed that Chriſt was both willing 5 able 
to grant what they deſired. Lord, if thou 
wilt, thou canſt make me clean. This was a 
noble Confeſſion of the Power of Chriſt, and 
a Declaration of a ſtrong and lively Faith, 
Command with a Mord only. and my Servant ſhall 
be -healed, ſaid the Centurion to our -Bleſied 
Saviour. He doubted not but the ſingle Word 
of Chriſt was | ſufficient to cure the ſick Man, 

and argued very juſtly from his being himſelf a 
Man of. ſo much Authority as to bid his Ser- 
vant do a Thing, and it was done, that our 
Bleſſed Lord's far greater Power could A 
what he pleaſed, and. cure the Palſy with C 
ing to ſee the ſick: Servant. What an 2 92 
rable and lively Faith is here.] Jeſus Chriſt was 
pleaſed to ſhew a Wonder at it, and to expreſs 
that Wonder by telling his Diſciples that he 
had not found ſo: great a Faith even in frac, 
among thoſe who profeſſed a Knowledge of the 
true God, and to obſerve his Law, as in this 
Neoman 838 who was a. Heathen and with- 

out that Knowledge. What we are to Jearn 
from this Conduct of the Leper and Centurian 
is, to have a lively Faith in God, and te be- 
der firmly that — is s baths able and. willing; to 


4 „ grant 
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grant our Requeſts, and to relieve. our Neceſ- 
fities, when we addreſs ourſelves to him for 

Help, and Succour. The Apoſtle St. Paul 
- muſt: believe that he is: And that he is a Re- 


* 


avithout Faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe God. Ibid. 
Me cannot put a greater Affront upon the di- 
vine Goodneſs than to doubt of, or toiqueſtion 
whether God is willing to forgive us our Sins. 
Sin is the Leproſy and Palſgy of the / Soul; but 
how great ſoever it be, God will cure us, if 
| with Humility and Faith we have Recourſe to 
him. It is a common Artifice of the Devil to 
| induce us into a Habit of Sin, and then to per- 
ſuade us to deſpair by telling us that there is 
no Mercy for us. But as he is the Father of 
Lies, we muſt not hearken to him. If we 
have unfortunately fallen into Sin, let. us not 
deſpond; for though our Sins are never o |, 
many, if, with the Humility and Faith of the 5 
Leper and Centurion, we addreſs. ourſelves. to 
Jeſus Chriſt, we ſhall find in his Mercy a ſure 
Remedy, and he will ſtretch out his Hand and 
ſay to us, I will, be thou made clean. But 
then we muſt be careful to make a right Uſe 
of his Mercy, and not abuſe his Goodneſs by 
willul Relapſes into Sin, and fling, thereby, 
our Souls into the ſame Diſorders, or worſe 
than thoſe from which we have been freed. 
If the Goodneſs of God ought to excite 
us to a great Confidence in him, ſo his Power 
and the Conſideration of. it *. 
eb | | | car 
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fear to offend him; for he is nn leſi powerful 


and ſevere in his ſauſtice to puniſh ungrateful 


and wilfully felapſin 85 Sinners, than he is in his 
Mercy to forgive che Humble and Penitent. 
Mercy is his rig Attribute, and which he 
dalights to ſhewy to the Sons of Menz but if 
this Mercy is abuſedz he will equally ſhew 
forth his Julice 8 puniſhing thoſe who make 
an ill 'Uſe of his Goodnefs. Hence our * 
Lord; when he had cured the ſick Man at the 
Pool of Bethſaida, who had been thirty Years 
ill of a Diſtemper, finding him afterwards in 
the Temple ſ. aid to bim: {hols thou art made 
"xohole; ſir no more," teſt 4 worſe Thing happen | 
t ae St. John. vil.” 5 


ASPIRATIONS 


258 Idi | how great is thy Pare; and SY 
irrefiſſable thy Will | Thou didſt but touch the 
Poor Man, thou didſt but fay :' I will, be tho 
'elean, and immediate} he was cured; and his 
"Leproſy, left him. O ſpeak thoſe powerful 
Words to my EO Soul. Touch me with 
the Finger of thy Mercy, and I. ſhall be ſreed 
from the ſad Leproſy. 1 have been ſ long af- 
flicted with. ry 
O Saviour of the World! Have Mercy 
me. My Soul is ſick of the Palſey of Sin. i 
is ſorely — To thee, O thou true and 
only Phyſician of Souls, I have Recourſe. 
Vouchſafe, dear Lord, to come and heal it. 
oy * but the Word only, and I ſhall:be 
healed 


[4 
f 
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Thou comeſt, dear Jeſus, into this 


1 into our Wounds. Thou doſt heal us 


na . bird Sunday. after Foiphany. 
healed. I firmly believe oy are no Sins ſo 
great, but thou canſt Ares them, No 
Crimes ſo enormous but? Aff ready to pardon 
them NN Repentance, , n when \ we 
I come to hee. x add 0 1 I humbly i im- 
plore thy Mercy, and am truly ſorry that I 
have ſinned and offended thee. Receive ms 
favourably, as thou didſt the Centurion. Say 


8 


to me, as Lees didſt to him: Be it done unto 


thee as thou | haſt believed. I am not worthy 
that thou ſhouldſt enter under my Roof. No, 
dear Lord, it will be enough, if thou ſpeak, 
fay. the. Word, and I ſhall be p Lende, 0 be al 
Or 


heal the ſick, and: to ſeek and fave thoſe Sl, 


who are Joſt. Save me, O Lord; for I am 


one of thoſe Sick who ſtand in Need of thee 
the heavenly Phyſician who doſt pour Oil. and 


hes of . precious Blood. 0 Obathe 


| ife-giving,.. Streams, and 
2 and”, live, again; and when 
8 never more abuſe thy 


Goodneſs, . Mulka fall again into Sin. 
May n nh Soul henceforth live in N 265 


main in , united to thee by. HW. 
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Fourth Sunday after Epiphany... 


The GOSPEL, St. Mate. viil. 23. 


ND when he entered into the Boat, his 
Diſciples followed him. 24. And behold 

a great Tempeſt aroſe in the Sea, ſo that the 
Boat was covered with Waves, but he was 
aſleep. 25. And oy wy to him, and 
awaked him, ſayin rd, ſave us; we pe- 
yiſh. 26. Fea Fo us ſaith to them : Why are 
you fearful, O ye of little Faith ? Then —— 
up he commanded the Winds, and the Sea, 
and there came a great calm. 29. But the 
Men wondered, faying : What er of 


Man is this, for the ay and the Sea . 
him? 


Tbe Gospel of this FO gives us ; two ve- 
ry uſeful and inſtructive Leſſons. By one we 
are inſtructed in the many Dangers to which 
we are daily expoſed in the orld; In the 
other we learn the great Goodneſs and Provi- 
dence of God cg over his Servants to 


deliver 


9 | 8 


218 Fourth Sunday after Epiphany, 
deliver them: Two Points which the Church 
propoſes to our preſent ſerious Attention, and 
are repreſented by what the Evangeliſt relates 
of aur Bleſſed Saviour, who was aſleep 
in a little Ship while the Wind and Waves beat 
againſt it, and filled the frightened Apoſtles: 
with Fear and Apprehenſions of-. being loſt; - 
who awakening their divine, Maſter, with. a 
Word he commanded the Winds and the Sea, 
and there inſtantly enſued a great Calm, and 
the Diſciples were. freed from their F ears and ] 
Dang en | 
"This World is juſtly compared 1 to a teal. 

Sea ſtormy and tempeſtuous. we are 
in it, like the Apoſtles in the ip, we 
are toſſed about with the Winds and: Waves of 
a thouſand Dangers and Perils which almoſt 
overwhelm us, and threaten us every Moment 
with a Shipwreck, and from which we are not 
able, of ourſelves, to ſave ourſelves, ſo weak 
we are and unable to reſiſt thoſe Enemies who. 
ſeek our Ruin. That the World is a tem- 
peſtuous Sea, full of Dangers, full of Whirl- 
pools, Rocks and G is well known 
by ſad Experience, and from the Loſs of thou- 
ſands who unhappily periſh. The high and 
tempeſtuous Winds of Pride and Ambition, 
Fury and Choler, Malice, Hatred and Re- 
* daily beat againſt. the Veſſel, and over- 
turn Numbers who are drowned and periſſi 
thereby. How many others ſplit againſt d. thoſe 
fatal Rocks of Avarice, and an inordinate De- 
Bo and Love of Riches ? Others, alas! too 

— 


unlawful Pleaſures. The Devil, our mortal 


and inveterate Enemy, blows and ſtirs up theſe 
furious Winds, and endeavours: by them tas 
overſet the Veſſel, that he may pleaſe himſelf 

in our Deſtruction. To theſe may be added - 
the many temporal Calamities, to which we are 
daily expoſed; Accidents of Fire and Water: 
a thouſand various and painful Diſtempers, Po- 


verty and Want, Oppreſſion and Injuries, with 


an innumerable Train of Evils flowing from 


them: All which evidently ſhew, what à rougli 

and boiſterous Sea we have to fail through be- 
fore we can land at the Haven of Security and 
Reſt. This Sea we muſt all paſs over, and are 
actually on our Paſſage, and what have we to 


ſecure this Paſſage? What to deliver us from 
all theſe Dangers? Alas! of ourſelves we are 


poor, miſerable, weak Creatures, unable to 
hold out againſt all theſe Storms and Fempeſts, 


Blind as we are in our Underſtanding; dew 
praved, obſtinate and perverſe in our Will? 
corrupted in our Judgment; decayed in our 
Memory, and feeble in all our Faculties. Fheſe 
ſad Defects do not a little tribute te out 
Danger. They are thoſe . V eakneſſes by which 


the Devi too often gains an advantage, and 
puts us infmeminent Danger of © being” Joſts 
Our Danger then being ſo great, and our own 


Weakneſs ſuch as. renders! us unable to fecute3 = 
or to deliver ourſelves, what have we to. d 
What Means to make Uſe of but to do ag the 


frightened Apoſtles: won They: had Recourls 
3 2 — 3 
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ſave us; we periſh. Like them we muſt call 
upon God, put our Truſt in him, and rely 


to their divine Maſter, and cried out: Lord, 


upon his Goodneſs and Power; for he only 


can, and he likewiſe will help us. As nothing 


does or can happen to us without his Permiſſi- 


on, ſo we need not fear any Thing while we 


are under his holy Protection, and have his 


providential Eye always watching over us. 


A ſignal Proof of this we have in the Apo- 


files. Their Danger ſeemed very great, and 


their periſhing inevitable; but Jeſus was 


in the Ship. He was afleep, but not un- 


mindful of them, He who made the Winds 
and the Waves. He who gave them all that 


Power, which makes them ſo terrible, governs 


| them as he pleaſes, and his ſingle Word is ſuf- 


ficient to lay the greateſt Storm, as at his 


Command the Tempeſt ceaſed, a great Calm 
enfued, and the Ship with the Apoſtles came 
fafe to Shore. This good Providence of God 


watches over every one, and we are every one 


| indebted to it for our daily Preſervation. If 


he permits Storms to ariſe, and his Servants 


'are expoſed to great Dangers, he will never 


forfake them, If he ſeems to ſleep and to have 


entire 


abandoned them, it is only for a little Time, 
and to let them ſee their own Weaknefs, and 
Inability to help themſelves, and to know their 
pendence upon him. As God knows 


what is beſt for us, and a continued State of 


Proſperity, Peace and Tranquility, however 
_ agreeable to corrupt Nature, is not for our ſpi- 
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ritual Advantage, therefore we are oftentimes 
blown about by the rough Winds of Adverſity. : 
and toſſed up and down by the Waves of 
Temptations, Croſſes and Afiians, e that fo 
our Virtue may be exerciſed and proved, and 
o. many Occations. given us of. ſhewiig our 
Faith, gur Patience, Fortitude and. Reſign att- 
on. In a Time of Tranquillity and Quiet" the 
_ Chriſtian may make fine 2urpoſes,; and -in his 
Meditations may make good Acts of Reſigna- 
tion; but more is required than barely p 
make heſe Acts, they muſt be. reduced o 
Practice. For this Reaſon: God ſuſfers ps bo . 
be tried and exerciſed with various Treubies 
and Contradictions, but is always preſent to 
aſſiſt and. in his own. good Time to deliver 
A due Conſideration of this Goodneſß and 
Power of God, always willing and able to ſug- 
cour us, will fill us with Courage al id 
tion, and make us content under all the 
-peoſations. of his Providenge. Wee TY 
n Reaſon to fear, or apprehend, any II. 
While he is, and always will be with us, HOT 
we drive him away by Sin, and oblige | un, 
it were, to leave us to ourſelves. 7 But,” in t 
Caſe it will be our own Fault, if Wea 7 oP — 
and tod us may then be applied. thoſf Wor 
the Prophet: Thy Perditiau 15 44 [eh 
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 ASPIRATIO N 


Fr my Abra lle "WO my Sovereign Lord 


and Maſter, how wonderful art thou in the 


Diſpenſations of thy Love! How great Rea- 


fon have I to rely upon thee, and to be _ 


fectly reſigned to thy holy Will in all "Things ? 
Ah my God! thou art that wife Diſpoſer of 


all Things, who ordereſt all Things for the 


| beth. Thou art no leſs to be admired and 


loved when thou ſendeſt us Troubles and Ad- 
verſities, than when thou beſtoweſt upon us 


Peace and. Proſperity. Bleſſed for ever be thy 
Name, O Jeſus, the only Comfort of my 


Soul, for every Thing that happens to me, 


| Nothing, dear Lord, can befall me but by t 
Per miſſion, and in che ſevereſt Trials I fee 


Proofs of thy Love. Whatever then thou 
ſendeſt ſhall A welcome -to me, and in all 


| Dangers and Difficulties I will rely upon 
thee, and have Recourſe to thee alone. 


Why art thou ſad, O my Soul? and why 


art thou diſquieted at Dangers or Difficulties ? 
O thou of little Faith! Is not Jeſus with thee 
to deliver thee? Yes, O my divine Maſter, 


thou art always with me, and though, for a 
Time, thou permitteſt me to be tried, thou 
wilt not abandon me, nor ſuffer me to periſh. 
Though thou ſeemeſt to.ſleep, thy Providence 


is always watchful over me to preſerve me. 
In 


— qd Feipheny. fa 
In all the Trials and Troubles that I meet 
with, thou deſigneſt me greater Good. May 

1 from them learn my own Weakneſs, and to 
be humble. May I learn my entire Depen- 
dence an thee, and confeſs. thy Power and thy 
| Goodneſs, that Goodneſs which is never want- 
ing to thoſe who put all their Truſt in thee, 
and never abandons thoſe who love and ſerve 
thee. . 
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Tre GOSPEL, St. Matt. xiii. 24. 
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\ NOTHER Parable he Nes to them, 
4 ſaying: The Kingdom of Heaven is 
 Hkened to a Man that ſowed good Seed in his 
Field. 25. But while Men were aſleep, his 
Enemy came and overſowed Cockle among the 
Wheat, and went his Way.. 26. And when 
the Blade was ſprung up, and had brought 
forth Fruit, then appeared - alſo the Cockle. 
27. And the Servants of the Houſeholder com- 
ing, faid to him: Sir, didſt thou not ſow. good 
S-ed in thy Field? Whence then hath it 
Cockle? 28. And he ſaid to them ; An Ene- 
my hath done this. And the Servants faid — 
him: Wilt thou that we go and gather it up? 
20. And he ſaid: No, leſt perhaps gathering 
up the Cockle, you Root up the Wheat alſo 
together with it. 30. Suffer both to grow un- 
til the Harveſt, and in the Time of the Har- 
veſt I will ſay to the Reapers: Gather up the 
Cockle, and bind it into Bundles to burn, but 
"he Wheat gather ye into my Barn. 33 


- 
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REFLECTIONS... 


 Admireble and inſtructive Pant bw 
tad it ſet the Goodneſs of God in a clear 
Light, and what he has graciouſly done- to 
make us eternally happy ! Chriſt, the Maſter 
of the Field, which ſignifies the Chuirek ſows 
nothing in it but good Seed. He has given us 
a perfect and holy Law full of moſt excellent 
Precepts and Commands, the Obſervance of 
which will procure for us everlaſting Happineſs; 
This good Seed he ſowed by his Apoſtles and 
their Succeſſors, to whom he committed the 
Diſpenſation of his holy Word, ſending them 
to dn his holy Goſpel in all Nations,, and 
to plant the 3 Faith in all Parts of the 


World. The Apoſtles did this with very great - 


Succeſs, and by the Labours of them and their 


5 zealous Succeſſours, this good Seed grew up 


and multiplied abundantly. But while Men 
ſlept, when Zeal and Fervour began to cool, 
the Enemy found an Opportunity to ſow 
Cockle or Tares upon the Wheat, which ap- 
peared in the broaching of Hereſies, Errors 
and new Doctrines, oppoſite to thoſe - which 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles taught. As theſe Tares 
or Cockle in the Goſpel ſignify Error in Doc- 
trine and novel Opinions, fo they "alſo repres ' 
ſent practical Errors, that is Vice and Immo- 
rality, which the Devil, the Enemy of our 
Souls, ſows in the Hearts of the Wicked, that 
| the mos Seed of Piety and the Fe. car. of God 


K 5 | may 


"ma be kad, and rendered fruitleſs, Here» 
in he has, been but too ſucceſsful, which muſt 
be attributed to Mens Careleſsneſs to preſerve 

the good Seed they once received. They fall 

afteep, that is, they become negligent, and ſo 
give the Enemy an Opportunity to compaſs his 
Beben. Nothing is more dangerous, in a 
Chriſtian Life, than this Careleſsneſs and Neg- 
ligence; it is like deſtroying the Fortifications 
and beating down the Walls of a 66 Dey, 
by it is left an eaſy open Prey to an 's 
who ſoon takes Poſſeſſion of it. . 

This ſpringing up of Tares among the 
Wheat is a Ser to the Juſt, who, out of 
Teal, would have the Wicked rooted out 3 
but God, who orders all Things for the beſt, 
does not permit it. An indiſcreet warm Zeal 
oftentimes cauſes a great deal of Harm. Had 

the Farmer given Leave to his Servants to have 
plucked out the Tares, they might have plucked | 
up the Wheat with them. We muft imitate 
our. Divine Maſter. He permits the "Fares to 
grow up with the Wheat, though he deſigns 
them for the Fire. God ſuffers wicked Men 
to live with the Juſt for the Good. both of one 
and the other ; that the Juſt may be tried and 
exerciſed in Virtue, and that the Wicked may 
have' Time to be, if they will, converted, and - 
fo, of Cockle or "Tares, become ood Wheat. 
Here we may juſtly admire the nefs and 
Mercy of God, in thus patiently bearing with _ 
Sinners. He permits them to hve that t 
day have Time to repent and amend ; To ths 


25 


he invites puny with, all kari. Loye and 
Kindneſs; he encourages them by the Example 
of the Good and Virtuous, Of they may be 
moved, and be converted from their evil ays. 
The not making a right Uſe of this his Good- 
neſs and long-ſuffering will be no ſmall Aggra- 
vation of their Guilt, and draw upon Sinners - 
a more ſevere Puniſhment. Though God, at 
preſent, ſuTpends his Juſtice, that we may par- 
take of his Mercy, yet, if we do not embrace 
it now: while we have Time, but go on wile 
fully in Sin, he will glorify himſelf in his Ju- 
ſtice, and the ſignal Vengeance he will take upon 
us. This e ae, Chriſtians, ought to 
move us to a ſpeedy Repentance, and not to de- 
lay or put off our Converſion. Though we 
are Tares, we may become good Wheat, and 
of Sinners true Servants of God; for this he 
offers. us the Aſſiſtance of his Grace, promiſes 
to pardon our Sins, and to receive us into his 
Favour. How inexcuſable then muſt all Sin- 
ners be Who, abuſing this Goodneſs, continue 
obſtinate in Sin ! 1. 4412 

But if the Wicked are. here permitted. to live 
among the Virtuous and; Good, that by their 
Example they may become good; God alſo 
permits it for the Benefit of the Righteous, 
and for che 9 x: e n oh. Neg faithful 
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It is a daily Affliction to a devout Chriſtian, to 
behold 
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 #$thold\ God diſhonoured, his ſacred Name 
abuſed, and his holy Laws trampled under Foot 


by impious Libertines. His Zeal may. make 
him pray for removing the Scandal, but ge 


muſt therein ſubmit to tlie Will of God, WhO 
thus permits the Tares and the Wheat to grow 


together till the general Harveſt. When that 
Time ſhall come, that is, at the Day of Judg- 


ment, he will reward every one according to 
his Deſerts. Then the Providence; the Good- 
neſs and Wiſdom of God in all his — wept 
tions will appear in a clear' and convincn 


Light, with Regard both to the Wicked 


the Juſt. To conſider the different Ends of 


the Sinner and the good Chriſtian will let us 
fee how divine Mercy and Juſtice, far from in- 
terfering with, or being contrary to each other, 


are quite compatible, and perfectly conſiſtent 


one with the other. At Harveſt Time the 
good Corn is reaped, and laid up in the Barn. 
At the laſt Day the Juſt ſhall be called to the 
| heavenly Kingdom, and ſhall ſhine in Glory 
like the gun in the Firmament. What a com- 
fortable Confideration this to all good Chriſti- 

ans] How may it encourage them to Perſeve- 
rance, and make them bear with Patience all 


the Croſſes they meet with, as knowing that 


their light Afflictions here, will work for them 
a far more exceeding - and eternal Weight of 
Glory hereaſter. x: Car. iv. The 'Cockle, 
when Harveſt comes; will be thrown: inte the 
Fire. The Wicked live here quietly and at 
Eaſe by the Perniiſſion of God, * 
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laſt Day ſhall feel the terrible Effects of his 
Juſtice for having abuſed his Mercy. Poor 
Wretches, his Wrath will then ſheak to-them 
in Thunder, and his Juſtice puniſh, them as 
| deſerve, in condemning them to paſs a 
miſerable. Eternity with the Devils in everlaſt- 
ing Fire. Sad- Concluſion of a Life ſpent in 
Sin and Folly, Let this be, Chriſtians, fre- 
quently the Subject of our ſerious Thoughts 
and Reflection, nd may we learn from hence 
how much it is our Intereſt as well: Sur Duty 
to be watchful over ourſelves, that the Enemy 
may not. choak the good Seed ſown in the 
Field of our Hearts, but that, cultivated with 
due Care and Diligence in the Service of God, 
it may ſpring up and bring forth Fruit bar | 
2 to eternal Life. „ 
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Ah my God I What ſhall;] lay ? Thou RT 
meéscifully ſown thy good Seed in the Field 
of my Soul. Thou haſt called me. to the 
— of [thee and- of the ſaving. Truths 
taught by thy holy Catholick Church,” Thou 
haſt given me many Calls and holy Inſpirations, 
and haſt - afforded me many Pry ann a 
improving in Virtue but, alas! (I 0 ls | 


| 1 eeßz n X 
Fares upon the goof]; Wheat, Hence 
myſelf many irregular Deſires, nmortyza 
vr ama corrupt} Inclinations; Lap aſhamed 
my 


nn. Fifth Sunday after Epiphany, 6 
my God! I am aſhamed of my careleſs 

ee and humbly beg Pardon of thee. 

hou permitteſt theſe Weakneſſes in me, 
to exerciſe and to try me, and that, like thee 
I ſhould be. compaſſionate and bear with others. 
Thou wouldſt not have the Tares pulled up; 
O may I never be carried away by a raſh and 
indiſcreet Zeal, nor offer to correct the wiſe 
Diſpoſition of thy Providence. Give me 
Grace to bear with the Failings and Imperfec- 
tions of others, and ſeriouſſy endeavour to 
| amend my own. 

Have Mercy, O Lord, on 6} Bunce ; ; on- 
all thoſe who err from the true Way : And 
as thou doit graciouſly bear with them, O 
may they make a right Uſe of this thy Good- 
| neſs, and be truly converted to thee, that, 
of Tares, becoming good when they may 
come to be laid up in thy heavenly Barn. 
As for myſelf, O merciful God, God of all 
Patience and long Suffering! I will no 
longer abuſe thy Bounty. Thou haſt long 
waited for my Amendment, and I will from 
this Moment begin to ſerve thee with the 
greateſt Fidelity. I will endeavour to make 
ſome Amends for the Years I have miſpent, 

and now daily ſtrive to advance in Virtue and 
the Love of "ang I will endeavour to make 
an Advantage of all the Trials I may meet 
with by ſuffering them with Patience and Re- 
ſignation to thy holy Will. If the World 


1 me 15 9 learn to contemn it. If, 
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wicked Men laugh at, jeer and abuſe me, I 
will make no other Return than to pity: them, 
pray for, and to forgive them. When the 
Harveſt Time comes, may my happy Lot be 
among the Juſt, that with them I may be 
called to thy heavenly Kingdom, and, with 
them, praiſe and bleſs thee for ever. | 
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N O TH E R Parable he propoſed to | 
them, ſaying : The Kingdom of Heaven 
is like to a Grain of Muſtard-Seed, which a 
Man took and ſowed in his Field. 32. Which 
is the leaſt of all Seeds; but when it is grown 
up; it is greater than all Herbs, and becometh 
a Tree, ſo that the Birds of the Air come and 
dwell in the Branches thereof. 33. Another 
Parable he ſpoke to them: The Kingdo m of 
Heaven is like to Leaven, which a Wem 
took and hid in three Meaſures of Meal until 
the whole was leavened. 34. All theſe Things 
Jeſus ſpoke in Parables unto the Multitudes, 
and without Parables he did not ſpeak to them. 

That it might be fulfilled which was 
foken by the Prophet, ſaying: 1 will open my 

Mouth in Parables, I will utter Things hidden 
from the Foundation 15 the Morld. EY 


(936. 
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REFLECTIONS. 


The Kn 'of 7 "SY 15 I to: Grain 
of Muftard Seed. In this admirable "Sable 
we may behold a clear and inſtructive Repreſen- 
tation of the wonderful Effects of God's Wit- 
dom and Power manifeſted in the planting and 
propagating. the chriſtian Faith, which in the 
Beginning was ſo fmall, and yet in a little 
Time grew to that Extent, as to overſpread the 
whole World. Our Bleſſed Saviour compared 
his Church, here meant by the Kingdom gf 
Heaven, to a Grain of Maftard Seed, 5 
is the ſmalleſt of Seeds, but planted nf 
Countries grows to a conſiderable Heigh 1. 
to become a Tree, and to have 42 805 3"'of 
the Air reſt upon its Branches. The Church : 
in its Beginning was truly ſmall, but 17 211 
in the Heat of many violent Perſecutions, Md = 
Watered with the hot Blood of fo many u- 
ſand "Martyrs, ſoon began to Tncreaſe "ind. 
ſpread wide its lovely Branches, and all Na- 
tions came to repdſe under its Shade,” No- 
thing can be a greater Evidence of the Truth 
of the Chriſtian Sy than the quick and 
wonderful Progreſs it made, How mean and 
contemptible In its Beige mot. Its Author, 
Chriſt, born in a poor Stäbe, ahd after a Life 
= great Poverty and Co onteripr dying poi T 
| Croſs; His firſt Diſcipt-s-a few poor; * illiterate 
Fiſhermen; Their Proſelytes chiefly of the 


Vugar, od of no Character or eminent Station 
| | - 
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in the World; the Princes and great Ones of 
the Earth every where declazing opcgly againſt 
it, and with the utmoſt Cruelty and Fury per- 
ſecuting thoſe hq preached, and thoſe who 
embraced it. Hell united all its Powers, and 
exerted all its Efforts to ſtqp, its Prgpreſs, . but 
in vain. This little Grain, of Muſtard Seed 
grew up, and daily increaſed. The botter, 
and more ſevere the Perſecutions were, the 
mere it gained Ground, and captigued riſing 
under its Oppreſtion till it hecame. every where 
victorious, and all Nations ſubmitted eto what 
they had ſo violently perſecuted. The glorious 
Sun of Chriſtianity, by, its radiant Beams, ex- 
tinguiſhed the falſe Lights of Error .and Super- 
- ſition, and expelled that Darkneſs which had 
ſo long overſpread the whole World. Thus 
the Catholick Church, from a Beginning fo 
ſmall and contemptible, has, riſen to a glorious 
Height, and has, in all Ages, maintained it- 
ſelf againſt all the ſecret Wyles, and open Aſ- 
faults of her Enemies, founded as ſhe is, ac- 
cording to Chriit's Promiſe, upon a Rock 
_ againſt which the Gates of Hell ſhall never 
prevail. She has, indeed, ſuffered. many rude 
Attacks, many violent Aſſaults, and many 
Nations, who once profeſſed her Faith, by. a 
Juſt Judgment of God upon them for . their 
Sins, have fallen off from her: Yet till, like 
the Ark above the Waters, ſhe rides trium- 
phant, and ſhall continue one, holy, catholick 
and apoſtolick Church to the End of the 
Poll B 1 „ e 
| This 
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This excellent Parable may be confidered 
likewiſe in another uſeful and inſtructive Light, 
is a very juſt and proper Repreſentation of 
good and virtuous Chriſtians. They may ap- 
pear ſmall and contemptible in the Eyes of tre 
World, and Sinners who contemn and deſpiſe 
them; but are great in the Sight of God, 
The Seeds of Grace, which are ſown in their 
Hearts, growing and encreaſing daily by their 
faithful Co-operation, till the Branches of all 
Virtues ſpread and extend themſelves. And 
though they oftentimes meet. with Perſecution 
and Oppreflion from the Wicked, it only 
ferves to exerciſe their Patience, and to make 
their Virtue more bright and conſpicuous, As 
the Palm-Tree grows the better, the more it 
is preſſed down, ſo the faithful Servants of God 
advance and grow higher in Perfection by the 
Croſſes and Contradictions they meet with; 
and from the Malice of their Enemies, as from 
a warm and hot Soil, their Virtue increaſes. 
The wicked and libertine Part of the World 
may make a Jeſt of, and laugh at virtuous and 
good Chriſtians in this World, but a Time 
will come when they will alter their Notes, 
and filled with Wonder at the fudden happy 
Change of the Righteous, will cry out in Aſto- 
niſhment and ſay : Thefe are they whom hereto- 
fore we had in Derifſion. Senſeleſs we efteemed 
their Lives Madneſs, and their End diſponour- 
able: Behold how they are numbered among the 
Children of God, and their Lot is -with the 
Saints. Wiſd. v. Happy Conſequence of 
HS | being 
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being contemned and deſpiſed herè on Aecbunt 
of Virtue and Piety, ſince we may thereby 
riſe from Earth to Heaven, and become truly 
great for all Eternity! Let then the Great 
and the Migzhty, the Proud and: Ambitious 
pleaſe themſelves in their preſent Grandeur and 
Eclat. Do you, O Chriſtian, chuſe to be 
ranked among the poor little Ones of Jeſuis 
Chriſt, and endeavour to advance in Virtue 
and the Efteem of God, by Humility, Power 
ty of Spirit, and a Contempt of 'wor! idly 
Greatnefs. It is from theſe low but fure and 
firm Foundations the ſpiritual Edifice will rife 
higher and higher till it reaches Heaven itſelf, 
Mus going on from one Virtue to another-we 
ſhall, at length, come to ſee the God of Gods 
in Sion, and in the Sight and e by ongoing of | 
him be happy for ever.. 
To the ' Parable of the Grain of Muſtard 
Seed our Bleſſed Lord joins that of the Lea- 
ven, and ſays the Kingdom of Heaven is alſo 
kike to Leaven, which a Woman took and 
Md in three Meaſures of Meal until the whole 
was leavened, ſrom whence we are to learn 
the Power and Force of Example either good 
or bad. And as nothing is more dangerous, 
nor has ruined more Souls than bad Example, 
mad of the higheſt” Importance to ſhun the 
N aud Convetfation* of thoſerwhoſs 
are infected, and their Lives vielousy 
Fer wiſe Mam-vautiens us againſt ſuch, 
bers: Al wh" itonehes Pitab ſhall be defilel 
— ani hewh — hingeif- With: 4. prev 
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St. Paul aſſures us, that a little Leaven' cor- 
rupteih tbe iuhole Lump. 1 Cor. v. But as we 
muſt be careful not to keep Company and be 
familiar with wicked Men, or follow their bad 
Example; ſo we muſt be equally careful not 
to give bad Example to others, and by that 
Means be an Occaſion to them of ſinning. If 
we do, we render ourſelves reſponſible not on- 
ly for our own but alſo for their Sins. Moe be 
to that Man, ſaith Jeſus Chriſt, by whom Scan- 
dals come. St. Matt. xviii. Great likewiſe is 
the Power and Force of good Example. An 
exemplary Life has a wonderful Influence, and 
in a ſecret but powerful Way ſtirs up to Imita- 
tion. It deſtroys and takes away all pretended 
and ſeeming - Difficulties of living up to the 
Rules of the Goſpelz Since what ſome do, 
others may do if they pleaſe, and will be with- 
out Excuſe if they do not. It is the Remark 
of the great St. Leo, Serm. 1. de S. Laurent. 
Examples are more powerful than Words: And 
it is @ more perfect Way of teaching by Attions 


ASPIRATIONS. - 


Bleſtal for ever be cy holy Nane, des 
— 5 Mankind, Non ths: wonderfa 
planting ar propa tin We: iſtian Faith. 
Bleſſed for ever be _— In | 
dence, which has founded thy Church upon a 
Rock, and preſerved her againſt all the — 


iſdom of thy Pe 
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aud and open Violence of her Enemies. I 
give thee Thanks for that thou haſt made me a 


Member of this thy holy Catholick Church. 


She is the Pillar and rot of Truth, 1 Tim. 


til, She is that City ſet upon a Hill, and 


which cannot be hid. Draw all Near to 


her, dear Lord, and bring back all thoſe who 


are gone aſtray, and have unhappily ſeparated : 
themfelves from her, that with one Heart and 


one Mouth we may glorify God, and the Fa- | 


ther of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Roms XV. 

O Jeſus, my adorable Saviour, ſow in my 
Heart the Seeds of true Humility by which 1 
may become great in thy Sight. There is no 


true Greatneſs, but in belonging to thee, and 
in being thy Servant. Let me always prefer 


this glorious Title to all the vain and empty 
Honours this World can give. I am content- 
ed to be here poor and deſpiſed, unregarded 
and of no Efteem. I deſire nothing but to 
ow in Virtue, and the Love of thee. 
This thou haſt taught me, dear Lord, is 
only to be obtained by Patience and Suffering: 
And of this thou haſt given me an Example in 
thine own ſacred and adorable Perſon. Thy 
whole Life upon Earth, deareſt Jeſus, was one 
continued Series of Suffering, Thou waſt 
eontemned and deſpiſed by every one, and waſt 
put to a cruel and ignominious Death. Thou 
haſt alſo ſaid: That the Servant is not greater 
then his Maſter, nor the Diſciple above his 
Lord. O my adorable Redeemer ! it is abun- 


Gandly enough for. me to be treated as tho 


bus: | wall 
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waſt: It is even too great an Honour to ſuffer 
with thee, and for thee. ; 
Dear Saviour of my Soul! affiſt me with 
thy Grace, that I may daily ſhew fort to 
others the Light of good Works, that they 
may behold them, and glorify thee, my hea- 
venly Father. Preſerve me, O Lord, from 
being corrupted by the bad Example of others, 
and may I neuer be an Occaſion of Scandal to 
any one. May I conſtantly adorn the Faith 1 
profeſs by a virtuous and holy Life to thy Ho- 
nour and Glory, the Edification of my! Nein 
bour, and the eternal Hoppingls of my out. 


N | „ { 
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Septuageſima SUNDAY. 


Tus ” BEM takes its Title from the Nom: 
ber of Days between it and the: Conclu- 
ſion of the Eafter Feſtival, there being ſeventy 
Days from this Sunday to Saturday in Egfter 
Week incluſively, which ends the Paſchal So- 
lemnity, and the Maſs on that Day begins 
with Eduxit Dominus populum ſuum in exultu- 
tione. Alleluia. The. Lord hath brought forth 
his People in Joy and Gladneſs. \ Mlelnia, Pſal. 


104. 43. The Pſalmiſt here ſpeaks of the 


Egyptian Slavery, or, of the Babyloniſb ſeven- 
ty Years Captivity, and-the Church uſes this 
Introit to put us in Mind of our Captivity un- 
der Sin, from which we have been freed by the 
Paſſion and Reſurrection of Jeſus Chriſt ; as 


alſo to ſignify that great Sabbath, or Day of 


Reſt, at the End of the World, when all the 
Juſt ſhall be brought from the Miſeries of this 


Life, and with great Joy and Exultation ſhall 
de conducted to the Happineſs of Heaven, 


there 
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there to ſing an eternal Alleluia, or Hymns of 
Praiſe, to God the gracious Author of their 


15 Salvation. 


Office 972 the Breviary,” 7.289 ; he” 
Book of Geneſis, and from thence inſti ucts us 
in the Creation of the World, and the ſad 
Fall of Man, with the 'dreadful Conſequences, 
in that unhappy State to which Adam's Sin 
reduced him and all his Poſterity. To de- 
ptore this ſad State, and to bewal our Sins, 
which, if not repented of, will 3 N = | 


the We of our — 


e 3 Rs 5s — Ferrell. 12 4 


the ſpiritual Exerciſes of Prayer, hearinge he 
Word of God, Meditation and reading i 
Bvoks, and to withdraw ourſelves from all Vir 
and idle Diverſions, as inconliſtent with a Spirit 
of Penance, and thoſe Sentiments of Piety we 
ought to have at this Time. It is a melancholy 
Conſideration to reſſect how low the Spirit af 
Chriſtianity is ſunk in theſe Days, when Chri- 
ſtians retain and ſeem to know no more f 
theſe different Seaſons the Church has appoint" 
ed, than the bare Names of them, the ties 
Spirit being laid aſide, or kept up by fer. THE 
is evident from the great Abuſes and Excefies 
which are committed during the moſt holy Sen. 
ſons of the Vear. Thus thoſe who are 
verned more by the 2 of the World has 
| the 
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the Goſpel, becauſe Lent is. coming on, which 
puts ſom e Reſtraint. upon the Methods of ': 
ſenſual and carnal Life, endeavour to be before 
hand, as it were, and under the wretched No- 
tion 'of. a. Carnival; abandon themſelves. to all 7 
ler of Diverſions. and Excęſſes. This is 
not to walk by the Spirit of, the Church; no, 
the reads us quite other Leſſons, and by the; 
Change ſhe. makes in her Office inſtrucis: us 
what Change we ought to obſerve in our Con- 
duct at this Time. This appears from her 
omitting the Te Deum. Alleluia, and her Can- 
ticles of Joy in her Offices, from cloathing her 
Altars and Prieſts in Purple, which is her 


Mourning, and from the Prayers ſhe uſes at this 


Time. As the Spirit of the Church, relative to 


A 


this Time, is a Spirit of Prayer and Retire- 


ment, of Penance and Self-denial, we may eaſily; 
form what Judgment ſhe paſſes: upon, thoſe / 
idle and vain. Diverſions ſo common before 
Lent. She efteems them no better than ſo ma- 
ny Cups of Poiſon preſented to her Children 


by their common Enemy the Devil to hinder 


them from reaping the great ſpiritual Benefit 
deligned them by Mortification- and: Self-denial; - 
Many zealous Prelates and Paſtors of the 
Church have endeavoured to reform thoſe 
Abuſes, but none more nor with greater Zeal 
than St. Charles Barromeo, Cardinal and Arch 


biſhop of Milan, in the ſeveral provincial, 


Council he held. In the third of which, the, 
Biſhops are enjoined to take Care, by them 
en 655 . their e to inge the Peoples 
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what the Church means 'by the Change of 1 
Ornaments, and in her Office at this Time ; 
and to invite them to Penance, to abſtain one! 
all thoſe vain and worldly Diverſions, and to. 
give themſelves to, Prayer, Retirement,” 55 A 
the Practice of good Works, that thereby th 
may reap the ſpiritual Advantages deſigned? 
them by theſe holy Inftitutions.” 7 
Hts of the Councils 0 Milan, 1 7 f. | 
Thbomaſin, in his no 7 the Feaſt. 15 
. 1 L. 2. C. aK NA 


g 55 . 
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The Kingdom of Heaven i islike to 6 apHouſe” * 
holder, who went out early in the ae e to 
hire Labourers into his Vineyard. 2. Au r 
having agreed with the Labourers for s 2 Penny. 
a Day, he ſent them into his Vineyard. 

And going out about the third Hour, he fa 
others ſtanding in the Market-Place idle. 4. 
And he ſaid to them: Go. ye alſo into my 
Vineyard, and I will vive Jen what ſhall be 
d 5. And they went their. Way. And 
in he went out about the ſixth and the ninth ; 
our, and did in like Manner. 6. But abour 
the eleventh Hour, he went out and found 
others ſtanding; and he ſaith to them: Why4 
ſtand you here, all the Day idle? 7. They 
ſay to him: becauſe no Man hath hfred us! 
He Faith to them: * you alſo into my Vine- 


yard. 
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yard. . 8. And when the Eieng v was come, 
the Lord of the Vineyard ſaid to his Steward: 


Call the Labburers and pay them their Hire, 


beginning from the laſt even to the firſt, . 
When therefore they were come that came 
abut the eleyenth Hour, they received every 


Man a Penny. 10. But When the firſt: alſo 


came, they thought they ſhould receive more: 
and they alſo received every Man a Penny. 
11. And receiving it they murmured againſt the 
Maſter of the Houſe, 12. Saying: Theſe laſt 
have worked but one Hour.- and thou haſt niade 
them equal to us who have born the Burden 
of the Day and the Heats. . 13. But he an- 
ſwering, aid to one of them, Friend, Ido 


thee no Wrong: Didſt thou not agree with 


me for a Penny? 14. Take what is thine, 
and go thy Way: 1 will alſo give to this laſt 
even as to thee. 15. Or ĩs it not lawful for me 


to do what I'will ? Is thine Eye evil becauſe 


mine is good? 16. So ſhall' the laſt be firſt, 
and the Flt, laſt. Fe or OT. are called, bat 


few are chofn. 1 ens 


REFLECTIONS. 


Tei is not "LP or aifkcult, to dais the 
fleanin of this fi ignificant and inſtructive Pa- 
. the, 1 e de r WhO is 4 te- 
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ſented the. different: 7 7 — wherein we are 
calied by God. He, infinitely good, goes out, 
as it were, early in the Morning, and calls us 
to his. Service in our early, Vears, as fon as 
we come to the Uſe of Reaſon; and to 1 
the great End for. which we are. made: : An 
though, as our ſupream Lord and great "Crea- 
tor, he may command and exact from us this 
Service by the juſt Right of his ſovereign Do- 
minion over us, and without atv other Con- 
ſ{:deration than ſuch h's Will and Pleaſure; 5 
vertheleſs he graciouſly vouchſaſes to hire usgb by 
engazing himſelf, to reward. our Labours, and 
| WP this Engagement ſends us to work in þis 
Vineyard, that is, to labour for the. Salvation 
of our Souls. Happy they who, called in their 
younger Years, the Morning of their Life, an- 
ſwer the divine Call, and faithſully labour till 
the Evening. Others there are who are called 
at the third Hour, who have pailed « over a Son 
ſicderable Part of their Time in Ignorance or 
Neglect of their Duty. Theſe, with a gentle 
Reproach, he bids go into his Vineyard, * 
to ſerve bim% he promiſes to give them what 
is juſt, and to reward their Labours. The 
fame he does to thoſe, who at the ſixth and 
_ ninth Hour, that is later, enter into his Sex - 
vice. Others he condeſcends to call at "the 
_ eleventh, Hour, in the Decline: of their Ae, 
when the Term of their Life is almoſt at 

End, when the Evening draws near, and 

moſt the whole Day 8 their Life has ben 
puſed over idly, in Fake Market-place of the 
L 3 ” World, 
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World, without doing any Thing in Order. ſor 
their Ai en, Theſe unhappy Perſons he 
e calls, and bids them go and labour 
tor the ſmall Remainder of their Time which 
is left, not without a Promiſe of giving them 
58 Recompence. Thus does Ged ſhew his 
W * 5k to us, and how ſincerely . deſires all 
Nen ſhould be ſaved. As he calls us at all 
Times to his holy Service, and moſt generouſly 
2 to reward our Labours, he will not be 
. worſe. than his Word. When the Evening, 
| the Night of Death „comes, we ſhall be paid our 
Wages. Though we began late to work, and 
1 into the Vineyard kt the ſixth, "ninth, 
or even at theeleyenth Hour; if, when calleu, 
we went, and worked diligently from that 
Time till the Evening, our bountiful Maſter 
Will give us a whole Da ay 's Pay; and not only 
y juſt, or in Propor- 
tion to the Hours we have laboured; but, ex- 
. Feeding our Deſerts, make us. equally happy 


with thoſe who have laboured from the fut 


Rar. 

We may er nd for our Inſtruction, 
dere, that as the Labourers had no Right to 
demand more than was their Due, ſo: they 
were unreaſonable to. expect more, and unjuſt 


in their Murmurs againſt the Lord of the Vine- 


: yard, who had, paid them according to. the 


1587 ren, je Mag made, which was to work 


Ora Penny a Day. If he generouſly. gave ethe 
. fame Reward to thoſe who began later to work, 


it was an Effect of his Bounty, without doing 


4 3 
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ny Malice ce to others. If after king ſerved 
| 1 all our Lives he gives to us, às he mbſt 
8 certainly will, the Kingdom of Heaven in Re- 
compence, we ſhall have no Reaſon to complain; 
nor muſt we murmur if he pleaſes to beſtow- 
the ſame Reward upon others, who entered 
later into his Service. "Thoſe Tibor! who 
entered the Vineyard at the eleventh Hour, 
went as ſoon as they were bid. It was their 
Misfortune to have flood all the Day idle, be- 
- cauſe Nobody had hired them. When they 
were ſent to work they went and Jaboured dili- 
"gently till the Evening. There may be others 
Who may be called, "much later than we, to 
* Service of God; and who, by their Dili- 
nce and Fidelity, enteavout” to redeem their 
loſt Time. To ſuch God will give an equal 
Reward with us, and in ſo doing, manifeſt his 
Bounty and Goodneſs, without any Injury and 
In zullice to us. He is che ſupream and ſove- 
"reign Lord of all; 'and** the Graces he beſtows 
Proceed from his Liberälty, what he is pleaſed 
to give we muſt receive with Gratitude ànd 
" Acknowledgement, If he is pleaſed to diſpenſe 
them to others in an equal, or greater Meafute, 
as he does us no wrong, we have no Reaſon to 
complain: nor muſt we, from his being od : 
and liberal, take Occaſion to ſhew buxfelve 
bad and envious. It is lawful for bim es 
he pleaſes; and it is the Height of Pride fe an 
Preſumption for us, Worms as che — 


_ cenſure his Proceedings, by” to reſiect Upon his - 


rs n $1 Fre, BEES Þ 8” "62 „5 2 
L 4 Another 


3::Andther important. Poke, which 8 105 
bo taken. Notice of in the Reflections on this 
Goſpel, is the Caſe of thoſe: Labourers who 


were ſent to work in the Vineyard at the ele - 


venth Hour. This ſhe ws the infinite Good- 
nefs of God to all Sinners ſincerely, though 

lately, converted; yet this Goodneſs of God is 
not to be abuſed, nor the Example of theſe 
Labourers be alledged by Sinners to put off or 


defer their Converſion to their laſt Moments, 


or when upon a Death-bed. It. is true, a Sin- 
ner can never be too late converted who is fin- 
cercly converted; but wilfully to negle&, or 
put off our Converſion is a moſt dangerous 
Preſumption, A Rock on which wat un- 
happy Souls have ſplit, and been loſt. The 
Labourers, indeed, who were called at the 


eleventh Hour, pre; nr with a whole 


Day's Pay: But then we are to conſider that 


Ther: were not called before that Hour. It was 


not their Fault, that they had ſtood all the Day 
idle in the Market- place. Had they been hired. 


ſooner, they would have gone ſooner into the 
Vineyard. The Moment the Houſeholder 
ſpoke to them, they went to work, and, as 
we may reaſonably ſuppoſe, worked diligently 
ſrom that Time till Night. This made the 


Lord of the Vineyard generouſly order them to 
be — paid with thoſe who were hired in the 
Morning. Can wilful and habitual Sinners ſay 
that T is their Caſe? Have they not often, 


and at various Lame; daily, all their Lie- 


time, —_ called our and bid to labour for 
al c 5 their 


— 
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their. Salvation. in the Service of God, but 
would not comply? They would wilfully Rand 
idle in the Market - place ll the a zendin 
or trifling away their Days and mi 
the vain, ſinſul and forbidden Pleaures of they 5 
World. What a wide Difference between 
their Caſe, and that of the Labourers of the 
eleventh Hour ! Had the Houſeholder: ſpoken: 
to theſe Men, at the third, fixth or ninth Hour, 
and they. had refuſed to 'work, and ſaid they, 
would not go into the Vineyard till the ele- 
venth Hour, we may juſtly ſuppoſe he would 
not have hired them, or, at leaſt; not have 
given them a whole Day's Pay. To argue, 

therefore, from the Cafe of theſe: Labourers 
in Favour of a wilfully delayed and put off Re- 
pentance, is to argue very weakly. To go on 
in Sin, and to truſt to a Death - bed be 
on the Strength. of this Parable, is a dreadful Illu- 
ſion, and blindly to run into the Snare the Devil 
lays for us. What will be the Conſequente of 
this; but chat ſuch unhappy procraſtinating Sin- 
ners will one Day ſee their Folly, when it is“ 
too late to retrieve it... This is not ſaid to depre- 
ciate a ſincere Death-bed Repentance, as if a 
Sinner could not be ſincerely converted even 
in his laſt Hours. It is to ſhew the extream 
Hazard and Uncertainty of a Death-bed' Re- 
pentance; the Folly and Danger of delaying 
our Converſion to God, and with how little»: 
ſolid Reaſon the Laliouters:” at the eleventh: 
Hour are alledged in Defence! of affected and 
wilfully delayed Converſions, + The ſerious 
111 L $ Chriſtian, 
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Vigo who! has his Salvation reall at Heart, 
ca Wig different Method. If called at 
the firſt, third, or fixth Hour, he will i imme- 
distely g 0 "A eee diligently in the Service 
of. God. He will patiently bear the Burden of 


the Day and the Heats till the Evening comes, 


When he ſhall receive the promiſes Penny. Let 

us all do ſo. Let us no longer ſtand idle, but, 

hearkening to the Calls of God, ſeriopſſy ap- 

ply o ourſelves to this Service, the great Affair 

of our Salvation, and ſtrive by good Works 

to make our 2 and Election ſure, . 2 St. 
Pet, iii. 


ASPIRATIONS. | 


is 0 Jeſus, my great and bountiful Lord! 
whoſe Liberality does 7 much exceed the Me- 
rits of thy Servants, I praiſe thy Bounty, and 

"Ma I not willingly la- 
bour and work for a Maſter fo generous and 
beneficent? Can T chuſe to idle my Time 
away in the Market-place of this World, and 
in vain and- unprofitable Amuſements? Ah 
no; let me work then diligently, for I know 


8 f 


11 RET 
As * 


my Labour will not be in vain. I know that 


thou wilt abundantly reward me. This Con- 


. fideration ſhall ſupport me under any Fatigue or 


Trouble, I may meet with, and render all the 
Labouze of this Life ſweet and eaſy, 


Ah, 


- : * . 0 5 1 4 
ks; F | 


Sepiinge/fns Hun 1 
00 my God 1 ty deareſt 101g chou h 
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and al Tae we hank: can ane age 
_ --But, O my Sou! Let us be covered w 

Confufion” to think on our paſt Negleck, and 
_ endeavour to repair it by future Dil: gence,” Q 
my God I have juſt . to Wer hewall 
that I did not — with thy Call when thou, 
didſt invite me early in the Morning in the 
firſt Beginning of my Reaſon and niy Will, 
which I Eb to og, Let me add to 
this my. daily ligence in thy Service, ; 
Forg erkulnels of 3 : What ſhall 1 285 : 
Lord! what ſhall 3 ſay if 1-brivg before " thee: : 
all my Life, if T'count the Days, Mouths! ar 
Years, that I have paſſed over in Sir, and'y 218 | 
out Attention to thee? Let it füffce, 0 

my God l that T have been fo long idle and: ne- 
gligent. 1 will now, at leaſt, repair to hy ; 
Vineyard, and ſeriouſly apply "myſelf. to what | 
thou requireſt of me. This is my ſincere Defirez 
thou half given it to me, O may thy Good: 4 
neſs accompliſh i it, and make me eternally HF- 
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0 called 3 the * of Days 65. 


tween this Sunday and Feria Quarta, or 
adn in Eaſter- Meet, which is the Mid- 


dle of the Octave, as Ceptuageſima has its 


Title from its being the ſeventieth Day before 
Saturday the End of the Paſchal Solemnity- 
Concerning theſe Sundays we may obſerve, 
that, anciently, the Manner of keeping Lent, 
as to the Days whereon they faſted, was diffe- 
rent. Some not only exempted Sundays; but 


alſo the Thurſdays and Saturdays from faſting, 


and therefore to compleat the Number of Days 
aſſigned for the Lemen Faſt, began it from 


S Sunday. | Others began from 


Sęrageſima, but did not faſt on Sundays and Sa- 


turdays, and therefore made this the Beginning 
of Lent. Sunday being a Day of Rejoicing, 
and ſacred to our Bleſſed Lord's Reſurrection, 
was always exempted from faſting. - Thurſday © 
alſo by a Decree of Pope Meltiades was ex- 
empted as the Day of the Week on which 


Chriſt inftituted the holy Euchariſt, and on a 


Thurſday. aſcended into Heaven. In ſome 
Places Lent began from Quinqua geſima Sunday, 
allowing for; the Sundays and Ter [apts — 5 
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though the Practice of the Church i 1s now to 
begin Lent only from A/h-W2dneſday, yet theſe 


Weeks of Sopineg efrma, Serageſima, and * 
quageſima are nde by the Church to 
her Children. as Times to be ſet apart for So- 24 
briety and Exerciſes of Self-denial. 
See F. Thomaſin, Gavant and the Authors 
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„Aude a very u elk Maltitade + was vas Bae. 
thered together, and haftened out of the Gives, 
to him, he ſpoke by a Similitude. 5. 


Sower went out to fow his Seed. And as de 


ſowed, ſome fell by the Way Side; and it was 


trodden 5 and the Birds of the Air de- 


FP ET. 


7. ro e > Thors 8 4 
the Fhorns, growing up with it, choked ir. 75 
And other fome felt upon good Groundg ad; 
being ſprung up, Velde Fruit a Hundred 
Fold. Saying theſe Things, he cried out: He 


that hath Ears to hear, let him hear. 9. Aud 


his Diſciples aſted what this Parable might be. 


10. To whom he ſaid: To you it js given is; | 


know the Myſtery of the Kingdom of GD: 
but to the ut in-Parables;' yore ſeeing! the 75 


may not ſoo, and hearing may not e 
D | Il, No ow 


t. Now the Parable is 3 5 The Seed is the 
Word of God. 1a. And they by the Way 
Side are they that hear, then hs Devil cometh 
and taketh the Word out of their Heart, leſt. 
believing they ſhould be ſaved. 13. Now they 
upon ſtony Ground, are they who, when they 
hear, receive the Word with Joy: And theſe 
have no Root; for they believe for a while, 
and in Time of Temptation they fall away. 
14. And that which fell among Thorns, are 
they who have heard, and g their Way, 
are choked with the Cares and Re. iches and Plea- 
ſures of this Life, and yield no Fruit. 15. 
But that on good Ground, are they, who in 
a good and —_ ood Heart, hearing the. 
Word, keep. it, and bring fork War in Pati 
ENCE. * 
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anFLECTIONS. | 


"The Seed in this Parable; according to the 
Ex plication Chriſt himſelf gives of it, is the 
Word of God, which, by the Means of his 
Miniſters he ſows: in the Hearts of every ane, | 
with: a Deſire it ſhould. take Root, ſpring. up, 
abd bring farth Fruit in the Exerciſe of good | 
Works. It muſt be owned, that preaching 
aud hearing Sermons are excellent Means to im- 
prove in Virtue. From them we learn our NY a 
and are informed whit we muſt do to fave. our. 
Seuls, and gain eternal Life. This we are 
told by the Miniſters of the divine Word, 


who rang by God. ta be que, Tong: 


| bergie d Fk 
and Een and to whom, we. ought to p 1 


„ + 


2000 4 i ſes you, deſpi ſes 119. + Ba 
f Hence, e WI Ob ation on «Chit = 
ians frequently and attentively to bear the 
Word of God delivered by his Miniſters laws 
fully called to the ſacred Function, and are as 
fuch, the A poſtles Succeſſors; and it is of ſuch 
only Chriſt Hare fpeaks. The ſacred Oracles 
aſſure us, that he who is wiſe, by bearing 
ſhall become more wiſe. Prov. i i. No one knows 
ſo much of his Duty, but he may learn more, 
as to the great and eſſential Part of it, reducing 
his Knowledge to Practice, without which our 
Knowledge will only ſerve to render us more 
culpable. To this the frequent Hearing of 
Sermons will prove an excellent Help, by re- 
freſhing our Memory, too apt — forget What 
we have learned, or may have known, and by 
urging and inferrin t hoſe Motives . and N 
ſons Which may a 0b our Will and ſtrongly 
move it to "the Pradtice of 1 99, Yume 75 
commended ly us. e 1 
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oT, which we may ſafely teer bur 

rder to arrive at Heaven. They are 
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Another Manner by which the good Seed may 
be Kid eo be ſown. 4 the i Cab, and — 
ſpirations of God; the good Thoughts he puts 
into our Minds, and even the Checks and Re- 
morſes of Conſcience with Regard to Sin, and 
a Neglect of our Duty. All which ſufficiently 
ſhew the Care this divine Huſbandman takes 
to ſow the Seed upon good Ground, that it 
may ſpring up, and bring forth Fruit abundant- 


In Order to this ſomething is required on our 
Parts. We muſt have the Soul of our Hearts 
duly prepared, fitly diſpoſed to receive the good 
Seed, and when ſown muſt properly cultivate 
it, otherwiſe it will die away and be. fruitleſs; - 
What we are to do in this Reſpect, we ſhall. 
| beſt learn from a ſerious Attention to the Ex- 

plication, which Chriſt himſelf gives of this 
admirable. and inſtructive Parable. Of the 
Seed which was ſown, ſome fell by the Way 
Side, This Part, ſays Chriſt, repreſents. thoſe 
who hear the Word of God, but, the Devil 
comes and takes it away from their Hearts, leſt 
belieying : they ſhould. be ſaved, To hear the 
Word of God with little or no due Attention, 
with no Intention to practiſe: what is heard: 
To go toe Sermons out of meer Curioſity, to 
criticiſe and cenſure the Preacher: When 
what is ſaid ſtrikes. only upon the Ear, but ne- 
ver touebes the Heart, taken up, by worldly 
vil, as it were, ſnatches away the Seed, and it. 
becomes unprofitable. Other Part of _— : 

ub ell 


Selur 22 


fell upon ſtony Ground: it ſprung up 
but, not having ſufficient Möoiſture; ſoory wi” 
thered away, and came to Nothing; Adria 


rable Repreſentation of thoſe who hear "the © 


Word of God, ſeem affected by it, and reſolye 
to comply with their Duty: But theſe Soc 
: Purpoſes, alas! are but ſhort lived, no long 
than is conſiſtent with temporal Intereſt. SY 7 
the practical Part of the Goſpel preached to 
them claſhes with Intereſt, and brings upon 
them any Loſs, or expoſes them to temporal 
Inconveniencies or Dangers, they ſhrink back, 
and ſhamefully fall off. The Word is forgot, - 
and the Truths of the Gofpel are abandoned - 
for the Pleaſures and — of: this World. 
The ſame is to be ſaid of thoſe who often heir 
Sermons, and readily acknowledge the yon v 
of the Preacher's enforcing practical Piety, and 
the Service of God; but going away ſoon for- 
get what they bear, their! Hearts and Minds 
being totally occupied and taken with diſtract- 
ing Cares and Sollicitudes for the Things of 
this World. Theſe are "Thorns and Briars 
* which too often choak the good Seed and hin- 
der it from being fruitful. A Field over-run 
with Thorns and Briars will not produce good 
Corn till they are rooted out. The Seed may 
be ſown, it may ſpring up and make ſome Ap- 
but if the Briars are ſuffered to grow” 
up with it they will ſoon choak the Wheat and 
render it good for little or nothing. In like 
Manner if our Hearts and Minds are filled and 
occupied with reſtleſs, worldly Cares, and un- 


Fl 


| 25s  Sexagrfima Sunday. 
due Sollicitudes for wordly Riches ; if we are 
2 rind away by inordinate Dee, and ſtrong 
Attachments to the temporal Enjoyments 'of 
this Life, ſuch Care and Sollicitudes will prove 
as ſo many Thorns and Briars, and hinder the 
heavenly Seed of Grace from taking Root in 
our Hearts, and from bringing _ e er 
ed, and deſired Fruit. 4 
To hear the Word of Gad as we ought, 
| chat the Seed may fall upon good Ground, we 
muſt hear it with Attention, and aiſaxcere: Diſ- 
poſition of the Will to cultivate and rte 
it. Then it will bring forth Fruit in a holy 
Life and Converſation proportionable to the 
different Degrees of Grace we receive, which 
is as the Water or Rain, whereby the Field of 
: ur Hearts is watered and thus rendered fruit- 
ful. With great Reaſon do the holy Fathers 
and Maſters of Spirituality ſay that it is a good 
Sign of ſolid and true Piety in a Chriſtian hen 
he diligenly frequents Sermons, and hears the 
Word of God attentively; and many happy 
„Converſions of Sinners have been wrought by 
it, and all will find it a very great Help to their 
Improvement in Virtue. It will be as a Fuel 
to nouriſh and maintain the Fire of divine Love 
in their Hearts, and is an excellent Preſervative 
againſt Lukewarmneſs and Tepidity in the 
Service of God. To hear the Mercies and 
Love of God to Man laid open to us, to be 
frequently put in Mind of what he has done 
and ſuffered for us, muſt make ſome Impreiſion 
n 1s and move us to love him, Who _ 2 
# b 
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Serag eſima Suuduy. 289 
loved us. To hear of the great and incompa- 
rable Rewards he has promiſed and will beftow 
upon thoſe who do love and ſerve him, What 
a powerful Motive, to exeite us to Diligence in 
his holy Service! Oſten to hear of Death, and 
the Uncertainty. of the Time when we ſhall 
die, how muſt this leſſen our Love of this 

World and our Attachment to it! When we 
are told of the dreadful Conſequences of Sin, 
the Terrors of the laſt Judgment, the never- 
ending Pains of Hell, will not this give us a 
a Horror of Sin, make us fear to commit it, 
and put us upon a ſerious and timely Repent- 
ance? Ves, ſurely. This is the good Fruit 
Which this divine Seed produces when it falls 
upon good Ground; When we hear the 
Word 5 God with due Attention and ſincere 
Deſires to profit by it: And from hence 
we may learn how much we neglect .. aur 
„ beſt Intereſt as well as our Duty, when we 
ſeldom, and without Attention, hearken to 
the Miniſters of God; neglect to read good 
Books, and pay no Regard to the 180 * 
kr of Heaven, | 
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O merciful Saviour of the World! grant 
that I may fo hear the Word, as to bring forth, 
good Fruit. May I ever be attentive to thy 
holy Inſpirations, and let not the Enemy. of 
my Soul hinder me from receiving them as I 
_ ovght. May no vain Amuſements, nor buſy 
diitrating Cares, and worldly Sollicitudes ob- 
ſtruct the ſweet Communications of thy Love. 
Let not my Heart, O Lord, prove a Piece of 
hard and ſtony Ground, incapable of bringing 
forth good and laſting Fruit. I will diligently 
hear thy Word, and by the Aſſiſtance of thy 
Grace will comply with it. No Storms, nor 
Tempeſts, no Perſecution nor Suffering all 
make me afraid or aſhamed to confeſs thee and 
„„ ͤ „ 
Ah my dear Saviouf, how great, how tender 
a Concern doeſt thou ſhew for us! HO 
kindly ſollicitous art thou for our Happineſs ! 
How many and admirable Means haſt thou af- 
forded us to ſecure our Salvation, and to be 
eternally happy with thee ! Thou ſendeſt forth 
thy Sowers, the Miniſters of thy Word; to 
ſow that divine Seed in our Hearts. Thou 
calleſt upon us daily by thy holy Inſpiratins; and 
ſhall I be deaf to thy gracious Calls? Ah no! 
| ſpeak, dear Lord: I will hear and obey. 

Thy Word, O Lord, is a Light unto my 
Fe:t, and a Lanthorn to my Paths, P/al. 118. 
and by it thou doft direct my Way to ow 
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Thy Word, O Lord, ſhall be ſweet unto my 
Lips, and like Honey to my Mouth, id. ibid. 
I will love thy Love, and will daily meditate 
upon it. May it be as Fuel to kindle the Fire 
of thy Love in my Soul; and, O yt Lhe 
e in the Life -giving F lames of f-thy.. 
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T HIS Sunday is the fiftieth Day before Ea- 
ter, and from thence has its Name. In 
the Goſpel of this Sunday the Evangeliſt ac- 
quaints us that our Bleſſed Saviour going up to 
Feruſalem and telling his Apoſtles of what he 
was to ſuffer there, and of his approaching 
Paſſion; by the Way he cured a blind Beggar 
and reſtored him to his Sight. As one End of 
the Inſtitution of Lent is to honour the ſacred 

Paſſion of Chriſt, we are now ſo to diſpoſe 
ourſelves for the. due Obſervance of it, that by 

the Merits of his Croſs and Paſſion we may 
be reſtored to our ſpiritual Eyeſight, and be 
freed from the Blindneſs of Sin, of which the 
poor blind Beggar is a juſt and inſtructive Fi- 


The GOSPEL, St. Luke wi. 31, 


And Jeſus: taking the twelve ſaid to them: 
Behold we go up to Feruſalem, and all Things | 
ſhall be fulfilled which have been written by 
the Prophets concerning the Son of Man. 
> For he ſhall be delivered up to the * h 

0 an 
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and ſhall be mocked and ſcourged, and ſpit up- £ 


on, 33. And after they have ſcourged kim, 
they: mall put him to Death, and the thitd 


os hecfhalliriſecagain: '* 34. But they under- 4 


ſtood none of theſe Things, for the Meaning ' 


of theſe: Words was hid from them: and they © 
did not concelve, the Things that were ſpoken. 2 


35. And it camè to paſs, as he drew near to 


Ferrichs; ia certain blind Man fat by the Way 


Side begging, and when he had heard the Croud, 
he afked what this ſhould be? They told bim; 5 
that Jeſus of Nazareth was paſſing by. 37 


And he cried out, ſaying: Jeſus, Son of Ba. 


vid, have Mercy on me. 38. And they tate 
went before rebuked him to make him hold his 
Peace; but he dried out ſo much more: Son 
of. David have Mercy on me. 39: And Je- 
ſus ſtanding, ordered him to be brought to him. 
40. And when he was come, he aſked him, 
ſaying: What wilt thou that I do for thee? 
41. He replied: Lord, that I- may receive my 
Sight. 42. And Jeſus ſaid to him: Receive 
| tia Sight Thy Faith has made thee ſound.” 

And he immediately received his Sight, 
and he followed him glorifying God, and all 


the N they 0" Ky ne. Praiſe t to | 
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The Time being come, wherein the Sen 22 
9 God had determined to offer up himſelf "to his 


_ A they, a Sacrifice for the Redemption 
73 of 
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264 W dure, 
of Mankind, he prepared to enter upon the 
. of his bitter and Wave | aſſion. 
Carried on by the Ardour of that Love, Which 
biqugbt 1 from Heaven to Earth, be. went 
up to eruſatem, there to finiſh the great Work 
he had begun. He told his Diſciples,. in Or- 
der to prepare them for it, and t t their Faith 
in him might not fail when they uld fee him 
taken from them in ſuch a Manner. Ab Chri- 
ſtians! how ought we to admire; and adore the 
Greatneſs of our Saviour's Love to us, Which 
made him thus earneſtly deſire to ſuffer and die 
for us! This is that Baptiſm he was to be baptized. 
with, and he ſaid of himſelf, that he was 
ſtraitned till it was accompliſhed. St. Luke - 
xil. This great Deſire of our Bleſſed Lord to 
ſuffer for — Sakes, ought to make us bluſ 
and be aſhamed of ourſelves, we who pretend 
to be his Diſciples, - and yet care not to hear 
of Sufferings. He told his two Diſciples 
| going to Emmaus, that it behoved him to ſuf- 
ſer, and ſo to enter into his Glory ; but. we 
i would go to Heaven and Happineſs. without 5 
any Croſs, or Sufferings by the Way: And 
though, we are his Servants, would be better | 
treated than he our Lord was. We.call our- 
ſelves his Diſciples and Followers, yet we ex- 
pect and deſire more favourable Treatment 
than he our divine Maſter met With. Like the 
Apoſtles, who underſtood none of thoſe Things 
Jeſus Chriſt told them, but were contending. 
Who ſhould be | the greateſt among them.) 80 
we alas! fetour Hearts upoen,worldly Hanours, 
iches, 
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Riches and Peter, which ee is Nath 
to Croſſes, Misfortunes and Afflictions. Bur 
we ſhould do well to conſider that theſe world- 
ly Affections muſt be caſt off, if we deſire to 
underſtand the Myſtery of the Croſs, and to 
ſhe w ourſelves true Diſciples of Jeſos Chriſt. ; 
We muſt not expect to 'arrive at Heaven by 
walking in any other Way than what our dear 
Redeemer has traced out to us by his facred 
Steps. This is the narrow and ſtraight Way 
of i the Croſs, which we muſt carry after him 
if we deſire to be with him, and to partake of 
his Crown. Theſe are proper Subjects for our 
ferious Thoughts and RefleCtions at this Time, 
and are thoſe Sentiments our holy Mother the 
Church deſires to inſpire us with, by which we 
may come to have a proper Knowledge of our- 
ſelves, the miſerable Condition we are in, and 
and how greatly we ſtand in Need of a Sa- 
viour and Redeemer. And it is by devout 
Meditation upon, and by the Merits of the 
 facred Paſſion and Sufferings of Jeſus Chriſt, 
that we are to feek and obtain a Cure for thoſe. 


Evils, that 2 Blindneſs we. labour under, 


and caufed'b 7 Sin, of which the blind Beggar 
in this Goſpel is a true and inſtructive Figure. 
As Sinners, we are all ſpiritually blind. We 
ſit by, not in, the Wa wherein we ought,to' 
walk, and deprived of Light, know not how: 
to direct or help ourſelves. This State of 
ritual Blindneſs is truly miſerable, much math 
ſo than the Loſs of corpöral Sight, 'as-it-affetty 
our . and, * cuted' by Grace, will 
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plunge us into eto Dar 9 \. This Blinc 
nefs.is cauſed by & by and jo wilfully e 
. In. it, by Which the 1 555 1 
nks and linds, the yes of. a Hi 10 that | 
Faden not, and ill not lee 5 90157 
cer his eternal Good. Such a Sinner, |} 7 5 
Beggar, fits by the ay Side beg ipg f. ne 
wietched Comfort. and ſeeming. Satista 2N Ars. 
Creatures, from the vain and ſenfual | 7 
ments of this Life, without any Regard to t 
Happineſs: of the other. This is a very {ad and 
deplorable: Condition, and the leſs ſuch. an un- 
fortunate; Sinner is ſenſible of; it, the, more he 
id ta he pitied. How great Care then ou be 
we: to, take chat we do not fall into this ad 
Misfortune, and ſuffer the Devil thus to blind 
us. He is our declared Enemy, and endga- 
vours, by a thouſand Wiles and: Artifices to pre- 
vail over us. The World and the Fleſh are in 
with, him to betray us, and are often 


Aeagus 
hut too ſucceſsful, and that through, Our own 


Fault; for, they can only tempt. and allure, 
they cannot force nor oblige, us to conſent. 
We are endowed with. Liberty and F ree-will, 
and the Grace of God is always 1 to help 
and aſſiſt us. But if we neglect this Grace, 
and let quiſelves. be prevailed upon — Gy De- 
il. we are the trug Cauſe of our, Misfortune, 
and bring this Blindneſs on ourſelves. 


ln this unhappy | State, what. haye Sinners, to 


_do?- Frem the Conduct of the poor Man in 

_ the Goſpel they may be l He being 

told ta ſus Was, pans y. cried, ao 
efus, 
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ier 7 4M Pavia. vary I. 9 85 
elt rebued that he ſhould Hold Rs Peace; 
ried out ſo much the more, till ot Saviout 
fore with Compaſſion, ordered m tg che 
5 to 1 * 3 hey ele oa 
Jeſus ma) br aid to be dall vin the 
daily 855 tunities he phe to y one öf 
having Neccure to him. What then hinders 
the Sinner from repairing to this ſpiritual Phy 
ſician of Souls? Is ſuch a one defirous to re- 
cover his ſpiritual Sight loft by Sin? Let him 
call upon Jeſus, and ſay: Sen of David, hab 
2 on me: And herein be muſt imitate the 
blind Man by redoubling his ſincere and peri- 
tential Cries till he be heard. The Devil, the 
World and the Fleſh, with evil Companions i in 
Sin will rebuke ſuek 3 one, an] endeavour to 
make him hold his Peace, and to hinder his 
Converſion, but their Rebukes are not to be 
minded, nor their Solfcitations regarded He 
is the more earneſtly to beſeech God td Have 
Mercy on him. A. ſincerely penitent Sihiel, 
who does To, will not fail of being heard. An 
Humble and contrite Heart God- will not de- 
ſpiſe. His Eats are always open to- hear, and 
to have Compaſſion of ſuch), as SY 
Eries of the blind Man moved Jeſas 
and obtained the Recovery ef his Siohe; r 
immediately followed Jeſus glötifyitig. Godin 
this Circumſtance is giver to the peritent con- 
Lerted Sinner à neceſſary Instruction, thir, 
bar ing been "freed from the Blindiiefs of Sm, 
and "reſtored to the Light of Grace, he be 
M 2 grateful 


268 —Ovinquageſtna" Sunday. : 
prateſub for the Favour, and praiſe and glerifr 
God. This Gratitude is beſt ſhewn, and as it 
oughit, when he follows Jeſus; ſits no more by 
the Way Side, but walks in the Paths of God's 
holy Commandments, and thereby not only 
preſerves his ſpifitual Sight thus reſtored, but 
makes a good and proper Uſe of it. A contra- 
ry Conduct, or wilſully relapſing into Sin, as 
it is a high and criminal Abuſe of his Good- 
neſs, ſo it may provoke God juſtly to with- 
draw bis Grace from ſuch, and to leave them 
to periſi in their Blindneſs, oo 
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e A'SPITRA Þ HOMES? 557 
O how exceſſive is thy Love, my _ adorable 
Saviour l how-earneftly doſt thou deſire to ſuf- 
fer ſor my Sake]! I admire, I adore, I bleſs 
and praiſe thee for the Ardour of thy Love, 
which thus urges thee to ſhed thy ſacred: Blood 
for'me. Thou would go up to Feruſalem, 
though thou didſt perfectly kuow the cruel Tor- 
ments thou ſhouldſt there undergo. | No- 
thing can ſtop thee. Thy Love is ſtronger 
than Death. Nothing can hinder thee from 
proſecuting and accompliſhing thy gracious 
ſign of dying for me. Ah my God! what 
ran I ſay? What Return can I make to ſo 
much love, ſuch Exceſs of Goodneſs'? Surely, 
cannot 'refuſe or think much of ſuffering 
BLOHS;  ESHA $06) e DAG Hp. ſome⸗ 
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Quiuguag: 
ſomething for thy Sake f. n. 1 male 
Difficulty, or be unwilling to carry my ho 
and to. follow thee f No, dear Lord, I am 
thy Diſciple, and will not deſire to he — 
treated than thou waſt, my ſweeteſt, deareſt. 
Lord and Maſter. Let me never be di- 
contented at the Orders: of thy Providence, 
nor preſume to repine at the Diſpenſations f 
thy wiſe and holy Will. My God I I bow 
| down and adore thee, I ſubmit to thy divine 
Pleaſure, and deſire to ſuffer with thee, and 
for thee here, that I may be happy with thee 
hereafter. 

O Jeſus, Son of David, have Mercy on 
me. Reſtore me to thy Grace and F. avour, 
which J have loſt by Sin. Lay thy Hands upon 
me, O Lord, and open my Eyes that I may 
ſee the true Way to Life, and follow thee. 
Thou haſt often granted me this Favour, and, 
alas] I have relapſed: into my former Blindneſs, 
O Jeſus l have Pity. on me once more, and 
reſtore me to my Sight again. * 

O thou eternal and never · filing Light 
which doſt illuminate every one coming into 
the World I illuminate my Soul with thy bright 
Rays, that I may fee my Way to thee. Diſ- 
bo” the dark Clouds of Sin, and fill me with 
the Knowledge of thy Truth. O Jeſus 
| Nazareth, I am blind. Thou art Light, and 
J haſten+to thee, Son of David. r 
Merey, have Pity on me. Thou art Light. 
Thou art Life. I am blind, I haſten to theg 
the Light. I am dead, O living Life! reſtore 


* | Qvinquageſima Sinday. 
the Dead to Life. O Light which paſſes by !- 
expect the Blind, lend him thy Hand that ho 
may come to thee, and in thy Liebt ſee Light. 
Help me, O my Strength, by which Tam lifted 
up! Aſſiſt me, 0 Virtue ! by which T ai 
ſuſtained! Come, O Light, by which I ſed. 
Appear, 0 Glory, by e I rejoice! ant” ny 
85 Elfe, in whom, I MY 175 Lord an: 

od! | 
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) REFAC k, N Aine'23,. pon - ws 8 | 
5} thou . 39. I. 17. | retnouing. 7. e 4 
42. U. 16. ober wing F. in obſerving.” e NY 
* floed r. hath jiood. P. 55. 1. 1. de | 
rations r. State, and id. 1. 23 all others d. all. P; 
6. 1. 9. He r. he. P. G1. I. 14. bears no d. ub. 
| A 62.1. 12. his Recourſe r. has. id. I. 14. entire 
r. future. P. 63. I. 14. and the d. and. P. 70. 
1. 27. unite to me r. unite ne, P. 75. I. 25, crooked 
all r. crooked Paths. P. 80.1. 27. Amos r. Oſeas. 
P. 88. 1. 27. flight r. flight. P. 95. 1. I. thy r. 
the. P. 102. laſt Line, Conditions r. Condition. P. 
vo. I. 4. e duc r. educ. P. 120. Dec. 21. r. 22. 
P. 123. I. 22, Strokes r. Stroke. P. 136. I. 12. 
is ſent r. was. P. 151. I. 4. Virgin r. Virgin Mo- 
ther. P. 161. I. 2. to ſerve and r. to ſerve God =. 
and. P. 165. 1. 7. haughiy r. proud ard haughty. 
P. 170. I. 12. the Word is made r. the Word is 
made Fleſh. P. 186. I. 14. cur Fault r. our own 
Fault. P. 194. I. 27. Paſchs r. Paſehe. F: 2184; 
1. 21. with coming r. without coming. P. 216. l. 
3. but art r. but thou art. P. 218. I. 15. frgle 
r. little. P. 230. I. 18. good awhen r. good Wheat. 
P. 235. l. z. ü r. 58 78. T3. 243. IL 10; a5 nn 
r. exhorts us. P. 243. I, J- AQRs of r. See the Acts 
of. P. 256. I. 12. Sow of r. Scil of. Id. I. 30. d. 
the Comma after Heart, P. 258. I. 17. your r. 
our.  F. 204. 2 * Beater r. Theatre, 


1 
0 . 
4 7 4 


pn 
— 
— 


— 
e N 
„ * 2 mn 
** 


